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The 2020 Carlisle Truck Nationals Wowed Guests!

Todd Gribble’s spectacular 2012 Peterbilt 389 took home a truckload of trophies from the 2020 Carlisle Truck Nationals.  Turn to pages 10 & 11 for the story and more photos.  - 
Photo by Steve Pollock - 

Southern Haulers 
Honors Safe Drivers

By Steve Pollock
  CALERA, AL…. South-
ern Haulers, a subsidiary of 
American Bulk Commodities, 
recently recognized and re-
warded the company’s Safe 
Drivers and also employees 
who have longevity with the 
company.  American Bulk 
Commodities gave drivers cash 
and premiums as a reward for 

their efforts toward safety and 
longevity working at Southern 
Haulers.
  The following Southern Haul-
ers Safe Drivers were honored:
  1st Year  - Jackets: 
  Miles Weston
  Quentin Hale
  Kaleb Speegle
  Brian Huffstutler
  David McGuire

  Nikki Norman
   2nd Year - $50.00:
  Jaye Fullerton
  James Poe
  Richard Glenn
  Clifford Cox
  Steven Ray
  Willis Fuqua
  Robert McKay
  Eric Swern

Broadview Heights, OH… 
Ohio Machinery Co. celebrates 
75 years of equipment sales and 
service to customers through-
out its business territory 
beginning February 2020.  As 
a privately held, locally owned 
and operated company, Ohio 
Machinery Co. gained strength 
and size over time through its 
representation of premium 
products, ongoing dedicat-
ed leadership, and a strong 
commitment to customer 

Ohio Machinery Co. Marks 
75th Anniversary in 2020

Ken Taylor. third-generation owner of Ohio Machinery Co.

service and product support 
excellence.  Ohio Machinery Co. 
serves its product territories 
under several brand names, 
including Ohio CAT, The Cat 
Rental Store, Ohio Peterbilt, 
Ohio Ag Equipment, SITECH, 
Complete Hydraulic Service, 
International Fuel Systems, 
and Thomas Built Bus by 
Ohio CAT.  

Founded in February 1945, 
Ohio Machinery Co. initially 
operated out of one location 

in Columbus, Ohio, with 39 
employees.  The following 
year, with 109 employees, 
the headquarters moved to 
Independence, Ohio in the 
Cleveland area.  In 1971, due 
to continued growth and the 
need for more space, the head-
quarters moved to its current 
location in Broadview Heights.  
In 2003, Ohio Machinery Co. 
acquired Holt Company of 
Ohio.  At that time, the orga-

continued on page 2 continued on page 16
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Southern Haulers 
Honors Safe Drivers

  Mark Ward
   3rd Year - $60.00:
  Richard Mosely
  Jason Wiley
  Timothy Franks
  Alphonso Coleman
  4th Year - $70.00:
  Stony Fairley
  Michael Potts
  Jamy Cook
  Lynn Jerkins
  5th Year - $80.00: 
  David Sewell
  Aaron Demastus
  Michole  Love
  Curtis  Lewis
  Derwin Nelson
  James Ballard Jr
  Kenneth Philip
  6th Year - $100.00:
  Z Kent Coupland
  Timothy Sims

continued from page 1
  Bradley Williams
  Stanley McVay
  Mack Hucherson
  Wesley Watkins
  7th Year- $150.00:
  Stephen Oliver
  Jason Boggs
  9 Year - $250.00:
  Donald Barefield
  11 Year - $350.00:
  Edward Wilson
  Joseph L Aultman
  Gilbert W McGill
  Terry L Smith
  12 Year - $400.00:
  Barry Patterson
  Charles McDaniel
  Rickey D Coburn
  13 Year -$450.00:
  Mark A Verbitski
  Rickey E Qualls
  16 Year -  $600:

  Timothy J Tice
  18 Year  - $700.00:
  Michael D Rodgers
  1 Million Miles Accident Free 
Driving:
  Charles McDaniel
  Rickey Coburn
  Congratulations to all of the 
Safe Drivers at Southern Haul-
ers!  Keep up the good work!
  Southern Haulers is a sub-
sidiary of American Bulk 
Commodities, a premier bulk 
hauler which also owns R&J 
Trucking of Boardman, Ohio 
and John Brown Trucking of 
Portersville, Pennsylvania.  
American Bulk Commodities 
operates a fleet of tri-axles, end 
dumps and roll-offs.
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Off The Beaten Path

by Pam Pollock

I’m just going to come right 
out and say it, I HATE wearing 
a mask.  When our state first 
mandated the wearing of masks 
inside businesses, etc. in mid-
April, I really struggled to adapt 
and adhere to the requirement.  
I am asthmatic and I have never 
liked having anything cover my 
nose and mouth.  I have lost 
count of how many anxiety 
attacks I have experienced since 
April.  Sometimes I will sit in 
my car and just shake before 
putting on my mask to go into 
a building.

I have quite the collection of 
mask, I am always buying new 
ones in my quest to find one 
that I can breathe in.  I have 
not been successful yet in that 
task, but I have a couple that do 
not make me freak out as badly 
as the other masks have done.

I am swayed into purchasing 
new masks by the fabric pat-
terns.  I have masks to fit most of 
my moods (and personalities)!  
I have a mask that clearly states 
what I think of the governor of 
my state, which I won’t share 
here because I don’t want my 
Mom to yell at me for being bad 
[yet again}…

I have a custom made mask 
with a photo of my dog on it.  
I get a lot of compliments on 
that one.  I have 2 masks, which 
are some of my favorites, with 
photos of the Assateague Island 
wild ponies.  I love these light-
weight masks, not only because 
I can breathe in them, but AI 
is my happy place and I love 
photographing the wild ponies 
when we visit there – which we 
did not do this year because of 
COVID-19.  Another favorite is 
one I just bought from Norwex, 
and it, too, is lightweight.

I have a whimsical Tinkerbel-
le mask and masks that show my 
love of the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and Steelers.  I have masks with 
otters and elephants, which my 
spouse stole to use for himself.  
I have a polka-dot one, which 
reminds me of I Love Lucy.  I 
have masks with Panda Bears 
and cameras and masks with 
Patriotic American Flags.  I 
have masks ordered with the 
face of Mike Rowe, the host of 
Dirtiest Jobs. I have a box of the 
blue paper masks.  

I have a mask telling every-
one who frowns at me and runs 
the other way when I sneeze or 
cough (and I am wearing that 
mask at the time) to: “Calm 
Down Karen, It’s Allergies!”  
Because, well, I do have aller-
gies and it’s high allergy season 
right now.  For some reason, 
this mask does not make 
people smile.  Good thing that 
they can’t see my entire face, 
because underneath that bad 
boy I am definitely smirking 
at their displeasure.

Somedays, ok, most days, I 
am grumpy and that’s when I 
wear my Hannibal Lecter mask 
to warn everyone to engage 

Who Is That 
Masked Lady?

me in conversation at their 
own risk.  

I had to make a FasterCare 
emergency visit back on May 
5th and I asked the nurse how 
much longer he thought we 
would have wear our masks.  He 
replied, “I am guessing through 
June.”  His guess was wrong.  
Who would have thought that 
we would all be masked and 
mysterious six months later 
and that businesses would 
still be shuttered, and others 
only permitted to operate at 
25 or 50% capacity?  Or that 
we still can’t get in to see our 
loved ones in personal care and 
nursing homes?

I never get political and 
never share my thoughts and 
views, but I am going to close 
this column by remarking that 
for the 2nd time ever during 
an election year, I am scared.  
The 1st time was 4 years ago, 
and I was relieved at who won 
the election.  This year, I am in 
fear of what will happen to our 
Country if the other candidate 
wins.  I urge everyone to sit 
down and read what changes 
and laws could be implemented.  
Ask yourself if this is really what 
you want for our nation.  

 Trucking and country music have always been tied together, 
and no one knows, actually, which came first. And while rock 
& roll is sub-divided into doo-wop, rockabilly, bubble-gum, and 
novelty tunes, country music has always been, well, country.

But some country music is best heard in the light of day. There 
are lyrics best left muted, if you’re going through divorce, while 
driving through the night, and arrangements that’ll tear your 
heart out before road trash can take out a drive tire. I’ve got the 
receipts to prove it.

 Just one month before she died, Patsy Cline recorded Bob Will’s 
“Faded Love” in a Nashville studio. Produced by Owen Bradley, and 
backed up by the Jordanaires, this top-10 record took eight hours to 
finish. So exhausted by the marathon recording session, Patsy ends 
the song with a wrenching salute to the title. They almost deleted 
that part, but it was responsible for one of the biggest hits of 1963.

“Help Me Make It Through The Night” was written by Kris Kris-
topherson for Ray Price, but it didn’t get much attention. Then 
Sammi Smith recorded it, with no backup singers, and made it a 
#1 crossover hit for the Monument label in 1970.

 “Carolyn” was recorded by Merle Haggard in 1971 and starts 
with the most heart-wrenching fiddle riff you’ve ever heard. Written 
by Tommy Collins, this song will keep your foot off the gas pedal 
even when you’re in a hurry. Produced by Capitol Records, it was 
Merle’s eleventh #1 hit.

Also in 1971, Conway Twitty recorded Harry Compton’s “How 
Much More Can She Stand” at the Owen Bradley studio in Nashville. 
Only in this song have I ever heard a steel guitar, (played by John 
Hughey), sound so menacing. The sixth of forty #1 hits for Conway, 
this song will make you stop cheating, or get you to start drinking.

 “Blood Red And Goin’ Down” by Tanya Tucker is one of the most 
fascinating and frightening songs I’ve ever heard. The fascinating 
part includes the backing of the Jordanaires, and the harmonica 
of Charlie McCoy. The frightening thing about this song are the 
lyrics, written by Curly Putman. Recorded on the Columbia label, 
it was 14 year-old Tanya’s second #1 hit.

“The Cold Hard Facts Of Life” was a #2 country song recorded by 
Porter Wagoner for the RCA Victor label in 1967. Backed by Johnny 
Gimble’s fiddle, this lyrical tragedy was written by Whisper’n Bill 
Anderson. Yup, that Bill Anderson. Porter had other tear jerkers, 
including “Green Green Grass Of Home” and “The Carrol County 
Accident”, but made up for this by introducing the world to Dolly 
Parton. Yup, that Dolly Parton.

 Everyone has favorite sad songs, and mine is by an artist whose 
incredible talent was matched only by his moral bankruptcy. 
George Jones brought tears of joy and rage to millions of fans, 
with over a hundred hit recordings and just as many arrests for 
public drunkenness, domestic battery, and contract failures. He 
should’ve died young, and perhaps he did at the age of 81, but 
not before recording a song that single-handedly revived a career 
almost better off dead.

“He Stopped Loving Her Today” is probably the most popular sad 
song ever recorded. Written in the late seventies by Bobby Braddock 
and Curly Putnam, then recorded on the Epic label, Jones and 
producer Billy Sherrill struggled with it in the studio for two years 
before it was released. When it was, the result shot to #1 in 1980 
and became Jones’ signature hit for the rest of his life. 

 You can reach Roger Clark on Twitter or at ALikelyStoryBlog.com

A Likely Story - Warning Labels 
Part 2
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By Steve Pollock
BROOKVILLE, PA… Hur-

ricane Truck Wash, located 
¼ mile south of I-80 Exit 
78 in Brookville, PA, has 
opened a self-service trailer 
washout bay.  The trailer 
washout bay was designed 
and built by owner Brian 
Riddle.  The “back in” bay is 
designed so that any debris, 
such as pallet nails, will be 
pushed to a trap and effec-
tively eliminates drivers 
taking their rig through the 
debris.  The wash equipment 
accepts credit cards, cash or 
tokens available from Brian.

Hurricane Truck Wash 
was established by Brian 
Riddle in September 2006.  
Brian was a Professional 
Truck Driver and Own-
er-Operator for many years.  
Hurricane Truck Wash also 

Hurricane Truck Wash Opens Self-Service Trailer Washout
offers automated self-ser-
vice truck and trailer washes 
that drivers can brush them-
selves.  Both the tractor and 
trailer washouts are open 
24/7 and available at an 
affordable and reasonable 
price.  Owner-operators, 
company trucks and fleet 
accounts are all welcome.  
To contact Hurricane Truck 
Wash for more details, call 
814-849-6899 or visit them 
online at www.hurrican-
etruckwash.com

The new self-serve trailer washout bay at Hurricane Truck Wash.

Helwig driver Karen and her 
fiancé Dusty are leaving Hur-
ricane Truck Wash with a clean 
tractor and trailer.

Owner-Operator Tom Shaffer, who is leased to Warren Sauers, washes his trailer out at the 
new self-serve trailer washout bay at Hurricane Truck Wash.
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High Performance Diesels
with Bruce Mallinson 

Many owner-operators ask us 
about the difference between a 
damper and balancer, do they 
need one or both, and what is 
the purpose? Let’s start with the 
Torsional Viscous Damper and 
why you should replace it every 
half a million miles. Every semi-
truck engine is equipped with a 
torsional damper from new. It’s 
a heavy circular object that sits 
on the end of the crankshaft ex-
ternally from the engine. It’s job 
is to dampen vibrations coming 
from the crankshaft. This is an 
important job because your 

crankshaft deals with a lot of 
vibration which overtime can 
weaken the metal and eventu-
ally lead to failure. Torsional 
dampers are made from steel 
and filled with silicone. Over 
time, that silicone hardens 
and becomes ineffective. This 
is why all manufacturers rec-
ommend replacing the damper 
every 500,000 miles. If not 
replaced, not only will you feel 
the vibrations through the cab, 
but your engine and your back 
will be taking a beating. It’s a 
small investment compared to 

having to replace a crankshaft, 
or even the whole block. Har-
monic balancers are similar in 
function but different. They are 
basically a smaller damper for 
your car’s gasoline engine, use 
rubber instead of silicone, and 
often double as a pulley. 

Now the crankshaft balanc-
er is an exclusive Pittsburgh 
Power product. The balancer 
is a thin piece of metal with a 
mercury filled ring along the 
outside. It can be mounted on 
the torsional balancer for an 
even smoother running engine. 

The mercury will move to the 
lighter side, correcting any im-
balances in the rotating mass. If 
one of your connecting rods is 
a few ounces heavier, it’s going 
to throw off the balance of the 
whole engine. As a result, you 
will have increased vibrations. 
The damper will help reduce 
those vibrations, but it can’t 
correct an imbalance like a 
balancer can. Balancers are 
optional equipment, but they 
have a lifetime warranty and 
will increase the longevity of 
your engine. We recommend 
installing both a damper and a 
balancer, but in the very least 
you should have your damper 
replaced every half a million 
miles. 

If your truck has a com-
mon-rail fuel system, listen up, 
you may want to learn how to 
perform a High Pressure Fuel 
Pump Performance Test. On 
most common-rail fuel sys-
tems, the high pressure fuel 
pump is creating over 29,000 
psi of pressure! Unsurprisingly, 
it’s a common point of failure 
in the fuel system. Sometimes 
the internals on high pressure 
fuel pumps can break apart, 
but other times there may 

be a subtle issue creating too 
much or too little pressure. 
Now the procedure is slightly 
different for every engine, so 
please look up the manufac-
turer’s instructions before you 
begin the test. Basically, the 
test consists of the following:  
First, relieve pressure from the 
system by loosening the nut on 
the pump-to-rail line.  Second, 
tighten it back up. Third, block 
off five injectors at the fuel rail, 
leaving the most accessible 
injector unblocked. You’re 
going to need a high-pressure 
fuel pump service tool to plug 
into that 6th injector line. Clear 
any debris or residual fuel from 

the area before installing the 
tool. Fourth, you’re going to 
crank the engine 15 seconds 
at a time. Be careful not to 
crank longer than that as you 
could burn out the starter 
motor. Fifth, disconnect the 
fuel pump actuator and injector 
pass through from the electrical 
harness. Sixth, connect a drain 
line from the fuel pump service 
tool to a graduated beaker (yes 
like the one you used in chem-
istry class). Crank the engine to 
purge any air from the system. 
Finally, crank in two 15 second 
intervals and measure how 
much fuel you have in your 
beaker. Too little fuel can mean 
weak pressure, and too much 
fuel could mean the pressure 
is too high. The volume of fuel 
will differ for different engines 
and RPM speeds so refer to 
your manufacturer’s guide for 
this procedure. You’ll want to 
be within a specific range to 
make sure the high-pressure 
fuel pump is working properly. 

No plans for Saturday, Oc-
tober 3rd? Come to our truck 
show! Pittsburgh Power and 
Long Haul Custom Detailing 
will be hosting the first annual 
Victory Road Truck Show. It 
will be located in our business 
park in Saxonburg, PA. There 
will be a Show N’ Shine, live 
dyno runs on our chassis dyno, 
food trucks, kids activities, and 
much more! Plus, there will 
be raffle prizes and giveaways. 
Dyno runs are discounted 
to $275 and ECM tunes are 
discounted 25%. We’ll have 
limited space so please call us 
if you’d like a dyno run or ECM 
tune that day. All entry fees will 
be donated to charity and the 
raffles will benefit local volun-
teer fire departments. 

Written by; Bruce Mallinson 
& Andrew Wilson, Pittsburgh 
Power, Inc., 3600 S. Noah Dr.,  
Saxonburg, PA 16056. Phone 
724-360-4080 Website: Pitts-
burghPower.com  

Damper and Balancer location

Failed Fuel Pump
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By Steve Pollock
MASURY, OH…. PI&I Mo-

tor Express is saving fuel with 
Load Covering Solutions’ 
Windmaster series of tarping 
systems.  The Eastern Ohio 
based flatbed carrier has been 
using Windmaster Tarping 
Systems for 8 years and has 
27 units in their fleet. PI&I 
presently has 3 Windmaster 
SmartLook aerodynamic 
“flattop” and 24 Windmaster 

PI&I Motor Express Saves Fuel With Windmaster

Slide Kit “roundtop” rolling 
tarp systems installed on their 
trailers.

PI&I Director of Mainte-
nance James “JW” Welsh had 
this to say about Windmaster 
Tarping Systems, “Not only 
are the Windmaster Tarping 
Systems visually attractive, 
our drivers love them.  They 
make tarping quick and easy 
and help reduce injuries due 
to tarping and falling from the 

trailer. Typically steel hauling 
is not conducive to attaining 
top fuel economy.  By spec’ing 
our trucks with engines, 
transmissions and differen-
tials that are matched prop-
erly, along with Windmaster 
aerodynamic tarping systems, 
our trucks are achieving a 
5.5-6 mpg average in the PI&I 
fleet.  Our drivers request the 
Windmaster Tarping Systems 
when they haul a load.”

PI&I Motor Express oper-
ates a fleet of 275 trucks, serv-
ing the steel and aluminum 
industries.  Founded in 1951, 
the company is now operated 
by the fourth generation 
of the Kerola Family.  The 
company hires recent driving 
school grads, veterans and 
Professional Truck drivers 
from all parts of the trucking 
industries as well as leasing 
owner-operators.

Since that fateful day in 
1803, when James and Danny 
Heaton found the ore that was 
lining Yellow Creek (As noted 
in the hit song “Youngstown”, 
by Bruce Springsteen) the Ma-
honing Valley has been synony-
mous with the term “grit”. Grit, 
being the ability to weather any 
hardship with resolve as strong 
as the steel for which the valley 
gets is nickname. Whether it be 
economic hardship the likes of 
“Black Monday” in 1977, or it be 
environmental the likes of the 
1985 Tornado; the “Steel Valley” 
has always stayed together 
and fought through adversity 
as a community. This ethic is 
needed now more than ever!

Since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, PI&I’s 
priority has been to protect our 
most vital asset: Our Employees 
(The vast majority of which are 
proud residents of the Steel 
Valley). Before any State issued 
a “Stay at Home” order or re-
stricted non-essential business 
activities, PI&I was already 
weeks into its efforts to protect 
all our employees and custom-
ers from this invisible enemy. 
We sent “at-risk” employees to 
work from home and isolated all 
those who remained. We lim-
ited non-essential movements 
within the workplace to reduce 
face-to-face contact whenever 
possible. We provided hand 
sanitizer and other cleaning 
supplies to office employees and 

PI&I Motor Express Op-Ed Regarding Its Use of PPP

drivers alike, while simultane-
ously implementing a cleaning 
regiment of all high-touch sur-
faces. We implemented mask 
requirements at all terminals 
and customer locations weeks 
before they were mandated. 
And we put all these measures 
into place without laying-off a 
single employee.

While we are proud of our 
track record, as the Valley 
should be of its own, the past 
is not the subject of this article. 
The subject of this article is the 
future. Specifically, the future 
adaptations and innovations 
which are required for all the 
Valley’s businesses to survive 
in during these unprecedented 
times. 

The CARES Act’s Payroll 
Protection Program (PPP) has 
given companies the breathing 
room necessary to flex their 
innovative and adaptive might. 
We here at PI&I are proud 
of what we were able to put 
together for the benefit of all 
our company drivers, so much 
so, that we wanted to give our 
neighbors a look behind the 
curtain in hopes of inspiring 
other novel ideas. 

The funds made available by 
the PPP has allowed the com-
pany to implement what has 
been coined as the “PI&I Payroll 
Stabilization Package”. This 
unique program, developed 
by the company’s executive 
team, gives company drivers 

the option to join a temporary 
pay structure which locks them 
in to a fixed wage for 8 weeks 
(later extended to 12 weeks). 
Each driver that chooses to opt 
into the program has their wage 
calculated on a case by case 
basis. This allowed us to keep 
our drivers at a wage that is as 
close as possible to what they 
earned for last year. 

Drivers who were with our 
company for the entirety of the 
2019 calendar year had their 
pre-tax wages for that year 
divided by the number of weeks 
they worked. As for those who 
were hired during the 2019 cal-
endar year, a different approach 
had to be taken to ensure that 
they were still able to provide 
for their loved ones. Drivers 
hired in the early months of 
2019 had their existing work-
ing record extrapolated to a 
52-week figure. While drivers 
hired in the later months of the 
2019 calendar year were given 
wages based on our existing, 
“New Driver Guarantee”. This 
is a package that every new 
company driver who graduates 
our “Steel Hauling Finishing 
Course” is placed on for 12 
weeks.

Without the PPP funds, we 
would have been unable to im-
plement this groundbreaking 
program, and our drivers would 
have inevitably suffered as a 
result. So, we challenge each 
individual taking the time to 
read this article to innovate and 
adapt the principles and spirit 
of our program into something 
that can help them, and their 
employees overcome these 
trying times.

In closing, we would like to 
extend our gratitude and praise 
to all those on the frontlines of 
the COVID-19 response. This 
includes the doctors, nurses, 
and first responders putting 
their own well-being on the line 
to protect those they don’t even 

know. This also includes the 
store clerks and convenience 
store workers who have allowed 

us to continue to lead our lives 
with as much normality as 
possible during these trying 

times. 
Best Regards,
The P. I. & I. Family

JW Welsh, Director of Maintenance at PI&I.



Page 8 - Movin’ Out - September  2020

Robert E. Harris, “The Circuit Rider” was the nation’s last prac-
ticing circuit riding preacher until his death in 2007.  His ministry 
took him to numerous towns throughout western North Carolina 
as well as rest areas along I-40. His ministry and legacy continues 
through the Robert E. Harris Evangelistic Association, Inc., P. O. 
Box 67, Asheville, NC  28802.

An old saying goes, “Every tub sits on its own bottom,” which 
is another way of expressing that we are individuals in this world.

We are living in a day when they are trying to stamp out in-
dividualism and everybody wants to do things in a complicated 
manner.  When individualism goes, you can’t find anyone who 
has the answer, but you are put into the proverbial hamster cage 
that revolves but never gets anywhere.

The world did not come into being except by an individual 
God, “In the beginning God” and from Him all creation came 
into existence.  All the way through time, it has been individuals 
who have been in position of leadership.  Groups cannot lead.  It 
takes pioneers who are willing to face the roughs and the toughs 
and go ahead in the face of opposition at all costs.

When we try to do away with the individual, we seek to do 
away with the source of progress.  Every person is an important 
person with a gift and a talent from God.  He has a place in this 
world and God has a purpose for him.  We are to abide within 
our calling and stay in the place where God has placed us and 
do what we do as unto the Lord.  This is progress. It is the will 
of God that we prosper and be in health and that our spiritual 
life be aglow with the power and presence of our Lord. 

Individuality Is All 
Important

Washington, DC… The 
Owner-Operator Independent 
Drivers Association has asked 
Congress to provide needed 
economic relief to struggling 
small-business truckers by way 
of suspending the Heavy Vehicle 
Use Tax (HVUT) for one year 
as part of the next COVID-19 
response package.

“Truckers are still on the front 
lines, filling store shelves and 
supplying hospitals,” said Todd 
Spencer, president of OOIDA. 
“Suspending the HVUT is a way 
that Congress could easily offer 
fast, direct relief to all motor 
carriers. And believe me, they 
need it, much more than just a 
‘thank you.’”

OOIDA sent a letter to both 
House and Senate leadership 
today expressing concerns about 
how the economic downturn has 
lowered freight rates and created 
uncertainty for those who have 
put their own well-being on the 
line to do their jobs.

The HVUT is an annual fee 
that typically costs about $550 
per truck. The Association points 
out that compared to the federal 
excise tax (FET), the HVUT is a 
more immediate and equitable 
way to provide assistance since 
suspending the FET would only 
benefit motor carriers in a posi-
tion to purchase new equipment.

“Congress and the American 
public have heaped praised on 
truckers for their work on the 
front lines of this crisis,” said 
Spencer. “This action would 
provide tangible, meaningful 
help to carriers of all sizes, not 
just those large enough to have 
the resources to afford new 
equipment in the midst of an 
historic economic downturn.”

OOIDA Pushes 
Congress To 

Waive HVUT In 
Next COVID-19 
Relief Package
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FINDLAY, OH…  For opti-
mum winter traction perfor-
mance, Cooper Tire’s Road-
master brand has introduced 
the Roadmaster RM258 WD™. 
Featuring an open shoulder 
design with four rows of lugs, 
the tire is Three-Peak Mountain 
Snowflake certified. Helping 
the tire achieve that rating are 
shoulder notches and chevron 
grooves for excellent bite 
in winter conditions. It was 
designed for regional applica-
tions, and comes in 11R22.5 
and 11R24.5 sizes with load 
range H.

 “This Roadmaster tire is 
all about traction,” said Gary 
Schroeder, Executive Direc-
tor of Cooper’s Global Truck 
and Bus Tire Business. “It’s 
Roadmaster’s best performer 
in the snow and other ad-
verse conditions for regional 
operators. The tire features 
an entirely new tread pattern 
and curb guards, coupled with 
enhanced compounding, to 
ensure excellent performance 
around town, including when 
hitting curbs and while on the 
interstate. Where other tires 
might slip and slide in the snow, 
the Roadmaster RM258 bites to 
give excellent performance.”

 Deep tread, 26/32nds, along 
with full-depth 3D siping in 
the lugs, help the tire con-
nect closely with the road for 
improved traction. Tie bars in 
the shoulders keep the tread 
from squirming, to help with 
uniform wear, and stone ejec-
tors in the tread grooves help 
keep small rocks from drilling 
into the casing, improving 
casing life.

 The foundation of the Road-
master RM258 WD is its four 
steel belt construction, which 
allows for multiple retreads. It 
comes with a six-year, two-re-
tread warranty.

For more information on 
Cooper, visit www.cooper-
tire.com, www.facebook.com/
coopertire or www.twitter.com/
coopertire.

Cooper Tire 
Launches New 

Roadmaster RM258 
WD Winter Drive Tire 
for Regional Haulers

Denton, TX…  In an effort 
to eliminate downtime, Peter-
bilt dealerships are continu-
ally increasing their focus on 
delivering a level of service 
that is a Class above. Peterbilt 
dealers are investing in grow-
ing service abilities through 
new locations, upgraded facil-
ities, remodels and expanded 
mobile service capabilities.

Earlier this year Peter-
bilt launched the Platinum 
Service Center Program and 
subsequently recognized the 
very first Platinum Service 
Centers.  In just a few months 
since, there has been a 90% 
increase, to 132 dealerships 

Peterbilt Dealers Focus on Service

passing the rigorous certifica-
tion process. In order to attain 
Platinum Service Center sta-
tus dealers must achieve high 
utilization of PACCAR Solu-
tions Service Management, 
reduce overall dwell time for 
customer repairs, prioritize 
Peterbilt’s RapidCheck® triage 
service, and maintain excep-
tional parts availability. 

Peterbilt dealerships are 
also evaluated on their avail-
ability of mobile service ve-
hicles, which enhances cus-
tomer satisfaction by getting 
trucks back to work quicker 
than ever before. Peterbilt 
dealers say mobile service is 

critical to their customers. 
Peterbilt Platinum Service 
Centers have the PSC emblem 
displayed next to their name 
on the Peterbilt.com Dealer 
Locater.

Peterbilt’s 400 North Amer-
ican locations offer indus-
try-leading parts availability 
thanks to automated parts 
inventory replenishment. 
Complimentary Customer As-
sistance is available 24/7/365 
through 1-800-4-PETERBILT.
For more information about 
Peterbilt, visit www.peterbilt.
com. 

PA Turnpike 
Approves 2021 
Toll Increase, 
New TOLL BY 
PLATE Rates
HARRISBURG, PA… The 

Pennsylvania Turnpike Com-
mission (PTC) approved a 
six-percent toll increase for 
all E-ZPass rates systemwide 
and for PA Turnpike TOLL BY 
PLATE rates that had been es-
tablished before the permanent 
conversion to All-Electronic 
Tolling (AET) at these locations:
•Beaver Valley Expressway 
(I-376);
•Delaware River Bridge (NJ 
border);
•Gateway Toll Plaza (Ohio 
border);
•Greensburg Bypass (PA Turn-
pike 66);
•Keyser Ave. and Clarkes 
Summit Tolls (Northeastern 
Extension); and
•Southern Beltway (PA Turn-
pike 576).

 The increase — slated to 
take effect at 12:01 a.m. on Jan. 
3, 2021 — will enable the PTC 
to continue to maintain and 
operate its system and ensure 
safe travel for up to 500,000 
daily customers.

 “The primary driver of 
the annual toll-rate increases 
continues to be our quarterly 
transit payments to PennDOT 
and the resulting debt service 
that comes along with the 
legislatively mandated funding 
obligation,” said PA Turnpike 
CEO Mark Compton. “As a 
result, the PA Turnpike has 
delivered almost $7 billion in 
funding to PennDOT in the last 
decade, primarily to support 
mass-transit operations in 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.”

 New TOLL BY PLATE Rates 
Set

As part of its recent system-
wide change in toll operations, 
the Commission also approved 
new TOLL BY PLATE rates at 
toll facilities converted to AET 
in June. The new rates, which 
also take effect Jan. 3, 2021, in-
clude an average 45% increase 
over the 2020 cash rate for 
TOLL BY PLATE motorists to 
reflect the costs of collections 
for this tolling method. The 
new rate will not be applied at 
the previously mentioned TOLL 
BY PLATE facilities converted 
before 2020.

  The most common toll for a 
passenger vehicle will increase 
from $1.50 to $1.60 for E-ZPass 
customers and from $2.50 to 
$3.90 for those choosing TOLL 
BY PLATE. The most common 
toll for a Class-5 tractor trailer 
will increase from $12.20 to $13 
for E-ZPass and from $17.30 to 
$26.60 for PA Turnpike TOLL 
BY PLATE customers.

With the PA Turnpike TOLL 
BY PLATE option, high-speed 
cameras capture license-plate 
images as vehicles pass by. The 
registered owner receives an 
invoice for trips made through 
the tolling point. Invoices can 
be paid online, by phone or by 
mail. Upon receipt of a TOLL 
BY PLATE invoice, recipients 
do have an option to open an 
E-ZPass account and pay the 
lower rate.

 The PTC is exploring options 
to offer TOLL BY PLATE 
discounts to motorists through 
pre-registration options. More 
details on these programs will 
be announced later this year.

 The PA Turnpike no longer 
accepts cash or credit cards 
on the system after having 
permanently converted to All-
Electronic Toll (AET) collection 
last month. Since the PTC 
began studying, planning for 
and implementing AET, more 
than 30 agencies in 14 states 
have established systems using 
proven AET technologies.
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CARLISLE, PA …  If you 
build it, they will come.  We 
all know the famous Field of 
Dreams movie line.  Well, if 
Carlisle Events and the Carlisle 
Truck Nationals, presented by 
A&A Auto Stores,  may, if you 
host it, they will come…and 
come they did.  While the 2020 
Carlisle Truck Nationals didn’t 
match numbers from the past 
few years, it actually saw a larger 
turnout of trucks than the 2014 
show offered.  With a nice mix 
of 106 years of truck history on 
display combined with family 
friendly activities, the event 
happened in a unique and dif-
ferent way, during unique and 
different circumstances.

 Gates opened at 7 a.m. daily 
and while most of the afternoon 
Friday was a wash, there was 
enough sunshine to enjoy 
the Showfield, midway and 
indoor displays.  In addition, 
the aforementioned family 
fun took center stage where 
possible.  Dialed Action Sports 
presented Mountain Bike 
stunt exhibitions, while Law-
rence Frederick and his world 
champion Disc-Connected K9s 
soared above the infield, much 
to the delight of guests of all 
ages.  If ever there was a time 
for indoor truck viewing, mid-
day Friday reminded guests 
that yes, it’s August and yes, 
it rains.  Though outside was 
best suited for a slip and slide, 
inside Buildings T and Y were 
about three dozen super cool 
trucks.  For Building Y, it was 
the SyTy display, while Building 
T hosted the annual Featured 
Vehicle display.  Within T was 
a 1916 Fire Truck, classic car 
haulers, lowered trucks, lifted 
trucks and more.

  In addition, more family fun 
came to fruition as the Optimus 
Prime replica rig anchored the 

The 2020 Carlisle Truck Nationals Wowed Guests!

It’s always great to see the younger generation get excited 
about trucks!

“Hey young man, your wish came true - the real Optimus 
Prime is at the Carlisle Truck Nationals!”

- All photos by Pam Pollock - 

BEST OF SHOW: Todd Gribble- 
2012 Peterbilt 389
Best Interior: AG Milam / 
Summer Breeze Farms- 1989 
Peterbilt
Best Custom Chrome: Todd 
Gribble- 2012 Peterbilt 389
Best Graphics: Rick Prine, 
McClymonds Supply & Transit 
- 2020 Peterbilt 389
Best Truck Name: Chuck Gam-
ber (Jack the Rapper)- 1958 
Reo A63203
Best Sleeper: Brian King- 2017 
Kenworth W900L
Best Paint: Jacob Bonham- 
2007 Peterbilt
Best Fleet: HJ Towing / John’s 
Towing
Best Lights: Todd Gribble- 2012 
Peterbilt 389
Movin’ Out’s Choice: Todd Grib-
ble- 2012 Peterbilt 389
Bill Miller’s Choice: Todd Grib-
ble- 2012 Peterbilt 389
Large Car Magazine’s Choice: 
Josh Weaber- 2013 Kenworth 
W900L
Largest Fleet Challenge:1st: 
HJ Towin; 2nd: Hunter Con-
tracting
Coolest Convoy: Hunter Con-
tracting

Big Rig display AND played host 
to kids of all ages during its 
time onsite.  The Big Rigs also 
closed out the day, with their 
popular glow show lighting up 
the Carlisle night.

Next year’s Carlisle Truck 
Nationals take over the 
fairgrounds once more between 
August 6-8.  Details about this 
event and all others promoted 
by Carlisle Events are available 
at www.CarlisleEvents.com or 
by calling 717-243-7855.  

Carlisle Truck 
Nationals Big Rig 

Show & Shine 2020 
Winner’s List
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WESTLAKE, OH..  Trav-
elCenters of America Inc 
announced another senior 
addition to its team to help 
support its reorganization and 
turnaround plan. Strategic 
procurement expert, Jamie 
Hubbard, has joined the Com-
pany as Senior Vice President 
of Procurement. Mr. Hubbard 
will head the newly created 
Procurement Department and 
lead the Company’s strategic 
initiative to consolidate pur-
chasing in order to create better 
execution, improve economies 
of scale in pricing and drive 
overall efficiency across the 
organization, to enable it to 
pass savings to the benefit of 
TA’s fleet customers and pro-
fessional drivers.

Mr. Hubbard brings more 
than 25 years of industry 
experience to TA. He most 
recently oversaw the procure-
ment efforts for Ascena Retail 
Group, the parent company of 
Ann Taylor, Loft, Lane Bryant, 
Catherines and Justice. In this 
role, Mr. Hubbard helped build 
a Procurement Center of Excel-
lence to leverage spend across 
3,200 stores and Corporate 
Headquarters. He also spent 
more than a decade at Burling-
ton Coat Factory, where he held 

TravelCenters of America 
Inc. Names Jamie Hubbard
as Senior Vice President of 

Procurement
roles including Vice President 
of Procurement.  

“Jamie joins TA with a vast 
amount of experience in pro-
curement, supply chain and 
change management, with a 
proven track record of develop-
ing innovative solutions,” said 
Jon Pertchik, CEO of TA. “We 
are confident his leadership will 
help TA develop better execu-
tion and vendor management 
strategies while providing 
cost savings. We welcome him 
and are looking forward to his 
team helping TA execute the 
initiatives outlined in our new 
strategic company plans.” 

Mr. Hubbard received his 
Bachelor’s degree from Siena 
College in Loudonville, New 
York. 

TravelCenters of America 
Inc. is the nation’s largest 
publicly traded full-service 
travel center network. Found-
ed in 1972 and headquartered 
in Westlake, Ohio, its more 
than 21,000 employees serve 
customers in over 260 loca-
tions in 44 states and Canada, 
principally under the TA®, 
Petro Stopping Centers® 
and TA Express® brands. For 
more information, visit www.
ta-petro.com.

by: Mike McGough
She was starting the first of 

a five-year surgical residency.   
On that particular Monday 
morning she was attending her 
first grand round.  In addition 
to the other four surgical resi-
dents in her class, there was the 
hospital’s chief resident, a gen-
eral surgery professor from the 
medical school, three medical 
students, and a surgical scrub 
nurse.  Grand rounds provided 
those involved with an oppor-
tunity to discuss specific cases, 
engage in clinical reasoning 
skills, and share new research 
information, while making 
their rounds seeing patients.  
It was a critical element of 
surgical training.   

She had been on grand 
rounds before, but this one 
was different.  This time, she 
was to be an active participant.  
She was not there to observe; 
she was there to participate. 
She was self-confident, and 
she believed in herself.  She 
wore that self-confidence on 
the inside, which produced a 
strong personal assurance.  She 
never wore it on the outside as 
arrogance. On that morning, 
she was obviously a bit anxious, 
but she wasn’t fearful or un-
easy.  Instead, she was focused 
and eager.  That morning they 
visited seven patients.  All 
were either in post-op care or 
awaiting surgery. 

As they walked into the first 
patient’s room, she remem-

Pacifico Reflections - The Art Of Being Wrong
bered one of the first and most 
basic lessons from a course she 
took as a first-year medical 
student, Foundations of Med-
icine.  On the first day of that 
course, the professor entered 
the lecture hall and immedi-
ately said, “Please notice what 
I’m wearing, and never greet a 
patient without it.”  Everyone 
in the class looked.  He had a 
stethoscope around his neck, 
and he was wearing a lab coat.  
On that coat he had a badge 
with his name, the name of 
the medical school, and his 
position.  He wore a white shirt 
with a tie under his lab coat.  

After several guesses from 
the class, he said, “No, you’ve 
missed it.”  He wasn’t wearing 
it anymore.  He then put it back 
on. “Ladies and gentlemen, 
always wear a smile when you 
greet patients.  Generally you 
will not be seeing them for a 
social call.  Patients come to 
you in search of healing and in 
need of help.  A smile should be 
the first thing you offer them.” 

So on that Monday morning, 
she put on her best smile.  The 
first patient they reviewed was 
an older male who had a knee 
repair.  He had no residual 
complications.  When called 
on for her input, her response 
was spot on.  Her smile grew.  
When she nailed it again with 
the second patient, a young lady 
in for a gallbladder removal, she 
was feeling good. Her growing 
smile showed it.

The third patient was a bit 
of a challenge.  Many years 
of substance abuses compro-
mised his health.  This was 
complicated further by his 
failure to respond sooner to 
obvious signs that his health 
was failing.  He needed surgery.  
Under the best of circumstance, 
it was a difficult procedure, 
and his general health made 
it all the more problematic. 
The residents were all slow to 
respond when the chief asked 
for input.  With her smile still 
in place, she spoke up and gave 
it her best shot.  

Had it been a textbook case, 
she would have been right, but 
with the mitigating circum-
stances she missed the mark.  
Her smile disappeared.  She was 
distressed. The chief shared a 
thorough diagnosis, outlining 
surgical protocols and safe-
guards. The other residents 
remained silent, avoiding eye 
contact with her and the chief. 

As they walked to the fourth 
patient, the previously smiling 
resident said, “Pardon me, but 
I have some questions.”   The 
chief turned, and looked direct-
ly at her.  “What did I miss with 
that last patient?” He usually 
involved everyone on the team 
during grand rounds, but in 
this instance he spoke directly 
to her.  He shared a rationale 
for specific procedures and 
safeguards. The others just 
stood and listened.  He never 
chastised her, and she never 

offered an excuse.  
There were lessons to be 

learned. The chief was teaching 
and the resident was learning. 
When their exchange was over, 
she thanked him.  He paused, 
smiled, then said, “No--thank 
you!”  They were both smiling.  
The last two patients on this 
grand round were routine. 

The chief concluded the 
round with some general com-
ments.  When he was done, he 
asked to see the still smiling 
resident, after the others had 
moved on. “Ours is an exacting 
line of work,” he said.  “Our best 
efforts are largely based on our 
willingness to know when we 
are wrong, and do everything 
in our power to learn, move 
ahead, and get it right.  Today, 
with that third patient, you 
showed that you know how to 
be wrong, and you know how 
to react when you are.  Never 
lose that, or your smile.”

Get cash for your used or 
junk car today. We buy all 
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free 
pick up. Call 888-368-1016. 
 --

Metal Roofing, Siding for 
houses, barns, sheds. Close 
outs, returns, seconds, over-
runs, etc. at Discount Prices. 
Huge inventory in stock. Slate 
Rd Supply 717-445-5222 
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Latest Trucking Industry News

Arlington, VA…  American 
Truc k ing  A s s oc i a t i ons ’ 
advanced seasonally adjusted 
(SA) For-Hire Truck Tonnage 
Index increased 8.7% in June 
after falling 1% in May. In 
June, the index equaled 115.3 
(2015=100) compared with 
106.1 in May.

“Not surprisingly, as more 
states lifted restrictions in June, 
truck tonnage was robust,” 
said ATA Chief Economist 
Bob Costello. “While the gain 
in June was the single best 
month since January 2013, the 
solid gain was not enough to 
put tonnage back to pre-pan-
demic levels, but it is close. 
I am hearing good anecdotal 
freight reports for July, but I am 
concerned that freight could 
slow as more states reinstate 
restrictions due to increasing 
Coronavirus cases.”  

May’s drop was unrevised at 
-1% from our June 23 press 
release.

Compared with June 2019, 
the SA index contracted 1.3%, 
the third straight year-over-
year decline, but the smallest 
over that period. Year-to-date, 
compared with the same period 
in 2019, tonnage is down 2.4%.

ATA Truck Tonnage Index 
Jumped 8.7% in June

The not seasonally adjusted 
index, which represents the 
change in tonnage actually 
hauled by the fleets before any 
seasonal adjustment, equaled 
115.5 in June, 5.2% above the 
May level (109.8). In calculating 
the index, 100 represents 2015. 
ATA’s For-Hire Truck Tonnage 
Index is dominated by contract 
freight as opposed to spot mar-
ket freight.

Trucking serves as a ba-
rometer of the U.S. economy, 
representing 72.5% of tonnage 
carried by all modes of do-
mestic freight transportation, 
including manufactured and 
retail goods. Trucks hauled 
11.84 billion tons of freight in 
2019. Motor carriers collected 
$791.7 billion, or 80.4% of total 
revenue earned by all transport 
modes.

ATA calculates the tonnage 
index based on surveys from 
its membership and has been 
doing so since the 1970s. This 
is a preliminary figure and 
subject to change in the final 
report issued around the 5th 
day of each month. The report 
includes month-to-month and 
year-over-year results, relevant 
economic comparisons, and 
key financial indicators.

Washington, DC…  Own-
er-Operator Independent Driv-
ers Association sent a joint 
message with the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters 
encouraging the U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission 
to adopt interim rules to im-
plement the provisions of the 
United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement. USMCA empowers 
the Commission to investigate 
whether the U.S. long-haul 
trucking industry is materi-
ally harmed by an increase in 
cross-border trucking services 
provided by Mexican suppliers.

USMCA was ratified ear-
lier this year, establishing a 
thorough review process to 
restrict operating authority 
for Mexican-domiciled carri-
ers. After decades of opposing 
the original provisions of the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement, OOIDA worked 
closely with other organiza-
tions over the past three years 
in a renegotiation process that 

OOIDA: USMCA 
Interim Rules 

Should Be Adopted 
ASAP

resulted in USMCA.
“We believe prompt adop-

tion of these interim rules 
will enhance and expedite the 
investigation process outlined 
in USMCA,” said OOIDA Pres-
ident, Todd Spencer. “Because 
Mexico-based trucking compa-
nies and drivers are not held to 
the same, rigorous U.S. safety 
and security regulations, they 
are endangering the American 
public and taking away jobs and 
profits from American drivers 
and carriers.”

OOIDA also reiterates sup-
port for the USITC’s funding 
request to implement USMCA. 
The USITC sent a letter to Con-
gressional appropriators in July 
seeking a $2.75 million increase 
to its FY 2020 funding level. 

OOIDA will continue work-
ing with USITC and other 
federal agencies on behalf of 
small-business truckers to en-
sure that cross-border trucking 
is a fair and mutually beneficial 
endeavor.

The FMCSA has extended—
and modified—the emergency 
declaration that was set to 
expire on August 14th. The 
modified declaration provides 
regulatory relief for motor 
carriers and drivers providing 
direct assistance in support 
of relief efforts related to 
COVID-19, and has been ex-
panded to included emergency 
restocking of distribution 
centers and stores.

Specifically, the declaration 
is limited to the transporta-
tion of:

1. Livestock and livestock 
feed;

2. Medical supplies and 
equipment related to the test-
ing, diagnosis and treatment 
of COVID-19;

3. Supplies and equipment 
necessary for community safe-
ty, sanitation, and prevention 
of community transmission 
of COVID-19 such as masks, 
gloves, hand sanitizer, soap and 
disinfectants, and;

4. Food, paper products and 
other groceries for emergency 
restocking of distribution cen-
ters or stores.

Please note, this modified 
declaration is not effective un-

FMCSA Extends 
Emergency Declaration

til 12:00 A.M. (ET), August 15, 
2020 and expires on September 
14th, 2020. 

Under this declaration, 
emergency regulatory relief 
is provided from parts 390 
through 399 of the FMCSRs, 
including the hours-of-ser-
vice regulations. Emergency 
relief does not include certain 
FMCSR’s related to the safe 
operation of CMVs, such as con-
trolled substance and alcohol 
testing, financial responsibility 
requirements, CDL require-
ments, operation of a CMV 
while ill or fatigued, size and 
weight requirements, and ad-
ditional FMCSR’s which are 
outlined in the declaration. We 
encourage everyone to review 
the applicability, restrictions, 
and limitations which are in-
cluded in the exemption posted 
to the FMCSA’s website.

TORONTO, CANADA…  In 
an effort to expand the acces-
sibility of COVID-19 testing 
for truck drivers, the Driver-
Check truckstop location will 
move to the Flying J Truck Stop 
in London. Testing availability 
at the Flying J in Ayr will no 
longer be available after Friday 
August 14, 2020. Testing in 
London will be available until 
Tuesday September 8, 2020.  

The Province of Ontario is 
covering the cost of COVID-19 
testing through DriverCheck, 
so there is no charge to drivers, 
individuals or companies. Driv-
ers taking a COVID-19 test do 
not have to self-isolate while 
awaiting the test results. Driv-
erCheck is returning results 
rapidly directly to drivers 
following the strictest privacy 
protocols. 

The following options are 
available for COVID-19 testing 
through DriverCheck:

•Commercial drivers and 
other individuals working in 
the trucking industry can get 
tested at the Flying J Truck 
Stop in London, ON located 
at 3700 Highbury Ave. South 
London, ON N6N 1P3 – Hwy 
401 Exit 189; Hours Monday 
to Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 
PM. Walk-ins available.
 •Commercial drivers and 

other individuals working in 
the trucking industry can get 
tested at the Kitchener Driver-
Check Clinic – 31 McBrine Dr, 
Unit 8, Kitchener ON, N2R 1J1; 
Hours Monday to Friday, 8:30 
AM to 5:00 PM.  Walk-ins avail-
able. Call (519) 748-4658 if you 
would like to book in advance.

For more information on 
the options available from 
DriverCheck for COVID-19 
testing please call (800) 463-
4310, option 8, or send an 
email to ProgramConsultant@
DriverCheck.ca.

  Unsure about COVID-19 
testing and all that is involved? 
Visit the FAQ section of 
DriverCheck’s website to learn 
more:  https://www.driver-
check.ca/trucking-pilot-faq

DriverCheck 
COVID-19 

Testing Mov-
ing Location 
to Flying J, 
London, ON

Arlington, VA…  The 
A m e r i c a n  T r u c k i n g 
Associations’ Intermodal 
Motor Carrier Conference filed 
suit with the Federal Maritime 
Commission, alleging for-
eign-owned ocean shipping 
lines engaged in unjust and 
unreasonable conduct in vi-
olation of the Shipping Act. 
Their unlawful actions have 
overcharged truckers and 
their customers for intermodal 
container chassis at ports and 
inland terminals throughout 
the United States.  

IMCC filed its complaint with 
the FMC on August 17, alleging 
that the Ocean Carrier Equip-
ment Management Association 
and 11 ocean carriers have 
denied trucking companies 
choice when leasing this essen-
tial equipment, forcing unjust 
and unreasonable prices upon 
trucking companies. Hoping 
to avoid legal action, IMCC 
sent a Cease and Desist letter 
to OCEMA and to the ocean 
carriers in May, but OCEMA 
failed to address the violations 
that were raised. 

“By denying motor carriers 
their choice of chassis provider 
to haul goods in and out of 
ports, OCEMA’s overseas mem-
bers have held US motor carri-
ers hostage and forced them to 
subsidize the shipping lines,” 
said ATA Chairman Randy 
Guillot, and president of Triple 
G Express and Southeastern 
Motor Freight. “So far OCEMA 
and its members have rejected 
all of our attempts to reach a 
fair and equitable arrangement, 
but we believe they’ll have less 
success ignoring the FMC.”

In its complaint, the IMCC 
outlined a number of ongoing 
violations of the Shipping 
Act and is seeking injunctive 
relief against OCEMA and the 
shipping lines.

IMCC Sues 
OCEMA to 
Stop Abuse 
of American 

Truckers
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The Truckload Carriers Association has named Kirk Shepherd, 
from Raleigh, North Carolina a Highway Angel for helping an 
erratic driver who crashed into a highway median. 

Shepherd was traveling on I-76, near Knightstown, Indi-
ana on the afternoon of June 3, when he witnessed a car driving 
erratically. He watched as the car swerved back and forth across 
the road. This went on for three or four miles. “What’s up with this 
dude?” Shepherd thought. He called 911. “I was afraid he would 
cause a wreck and kill someone. I told the dispatcher there was 
a dude eastbound on I-76 and reported the mile marker.” Other 
drivers were trying to avoid the erratic driver. “Then he sped 
up like a bullet out of a gun, leaving a cloud of dust along the 
median,” recalled Shepherd. He could only watch as the driver 
hit the guidewires along the median. “He tore four posts out of 
the ground and that stopped him. His front bumper came off 
and the hood was crumpled. I stopped on the right shoulder, 
right across from where he wrecked.” Traffic slowed enough 
for him to run across the highway. “Two other westbound guys 
stopped as well,” said Shepherd. He checked on the driver. 
“Because of the impact, I think he was in shock. I tried to get 
him out of the vehicle, but he wouldn’t take his left hand off 
the steering wheel. Flames and smoke started coming out of 
the side of the hood.” Shepherd ran back to his truck to grab 
a fire extinguisher as the other two men pulled the driver to 
safety and sat him on the ground away from the vehicle. “When 
the patrol officers arrived, they took his vitals and checked his 
pupils,” he added. “He was high on something. A deputy hit him 
with Narcan and that brought him back.”  

Looking back, Shepherd believes God was there that day. “It would 
have been just a short time before that driver collided with someone. 
Those guidewires stopped him from crossing to the other side.”   
 For his willingness to assist a fellow driver, TCA has present-
ed Shepherd with a certificate, patch, lapel pin, and truck de-
cals. His employer has also received a certificate acknowledging 
their driver as a Highway Angel.  

Smith Transport Driver 
First On Scene At Crash, 
Helps Impaired Driver
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Des Moines, IA…  TRIVISTA 
Companies, Inc. expands its 
product line by becoming an 
authorized dealer for NEVILLE 
BUILT TRAILERS, based in 
Kingman, KS. 

TRIVISTA’s Uhl Truck Sales 
dealerships, located in Louis-
ville, KY and Palmyra, IN will 
be the primary selling and in-
ventory locations where Grain, 
Drop Deck and various other 
trailers will be stocked and 
serviced. Uhl’s third location in 
New Albany, IN will be a satellite 
service and parts location. The 
Neville Built trailer line is a 
perfect complement to Uhl’s 
agricultural, custom harvester 
and heavy equipment customer 

Product Line Expansion at TRIVISTA Companies
base. With more than 67 years 
in the trucking and transpor-
tation industry, Uhl’s certified 
technicians and sales staff are 
fully equipped to handle any 
trailer or trailer part need. 

TRIVISTA Companies, Inc. 
was officially formed in May, 
2017 when Cerni Motor Sales 
(Ohio), O’Halloran Interna-
tional (Iowa) and Uhl Truck 
Sales (Indiana and Kentucky) 
joined forces to better serve its 
employees and customers. With 
a combined 165+ years of expe-
rience in the trucking industry, 
TRIVISTA Companies has built 
its brand on a solid foundation 
of dedication and grit provided 
by the founders of its three core 

dealerships. They proudly offer 
top quality International, Isuzu 
and Fuso trucks, exemplary 
all-makes parts and superior 
service throughout the Mid-
west. Steeped in history and 
tradition, yet innovative and 
forward-thinking, TRIVISTA 
Companies is a thought leader 
in the world of trucking and 
soars high within the ranks of 
International / Navistar. TRIV-
ISTA is more than a company, 
they’re family! Visit www.trivis-
tacompanies.com to learn more 
about all of its dealerships and 
the many products and services 
they provide.

Arlington, VA… The Amer-
ican Trucking Associations 
expressed their gratitude to the 
Trump administration and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo for coming to 
an agreement that will result in 
New York residents once again 
being able to obtain trusted 
traveler credentials.

“The inability of New York 
residents to get a variety of 
trusted traveler credentials, 
including Free and Secure 
Trade cards, put unnecessary 
burdens on New York truck 
drivers,” said Bob Costello, 

Trucking Voices Appreciation 
for End of New York Trusted 

Traveler Dispute
ATA chief economist and senior 
vice president of international 
trade policy and cross-border 
operations. “Trucks moved 
$343 billion in goods between 
the U.S. and Canada in 2019 
– a significant amount of that 
through New York. By reinstat-
ing these trusted traveler pro-
grams for New York residents, 
the Department of Homeland 
Security is taking an important 
step to keeping our economy 
moving while maintaining our 
safety and security.”

“We are pleased that Gov. 

Cuomo and the Trump admin-
istration were able to resolve 
their differences in a way that 
will allow New York residents to 
once again receive trusted trav-
eler credentials, said Trucking 
Association of New York Pres-
ident Kendra Hems. Travel 
between New York and Canada 
is critical to our economy and 
today’s announcement will 
keep trade across our shared 
border flowing swiftly and 
securely.”
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Ohio Machinery Co. Marks 75th Anniversary in 2020
-ganization operated out of 

16 locations with 837 employ-
ees covering a territory includ-
ing Ohio, Northern Kentucky 
and Southeastern Indiana.  
With the Holt acquisition, Ohio 
Machinery Co. rebranded and 
commenced doing business as 
Ohio CAT.  

Since that time, the organi-
zation has diversified its offer-
ings and has continued to grow.  
Ohio Machinery Co. acquired 
International Fuel Systems in 
2008, the Ag Division went to 

continued from page 1 market under a new name in 
2012, Ohio Ag Equipment, and 
in 2017 it became the Thom-
as Built Bus dealership for 
Southern Ohio.  Then, in 2018, 
Ohio Machinery Co. acquired 
the Ohio assets and personnel 
of Allstate Peterbilt making 
it a dealership for the sales, 
parts and service of Peterbilt 
heavy-duty and medium-duty 
on highway trucks operating 
under the name Northern 
Ohio Peterbilt.  At the end of 
2019, the company acquired 
AMG Peterbilt LLC and its 

Peterbilt territory in Central 
and Southern Ohio, allowing 
the company to rebrand under 
the name Ohio Peterbilt.  Ohio 
Machinery Co. currently oper-
ates 36 locations and employs 
nearly 1,700 employees.

Looking back, seventy-five 
years included strong swings 
in economic conditions and 
Ohio Machinery Co. weathered 
many storms. Through good 
times and bad, the company 
recognized its people as the 
foundation for its success.  
Today, third-generation owner, 

Ken Taylor, leads the organi-
zation with a balance of keen 
business-sense while being 
highly engaged with employ-
ees, customers, Ohio’s com-
munities and Ohio’s non-profit, 
charitable organizations.  

At all levels of the Ohio Ma-
chinery Co. organization, the 
vision is clear:  to be the top 
performing, dynamic industry 
leader and trusted partner of 
choice for the products and 
solutions that help customers 
build, improve, feed, power, 
move and protect our world.  

Additionally, the employees 
understand that Ohio Machin-
ery Co.’s corporate mission, 
as a sales and service enter-
prise, is to create exceptional 
value for its Customers and 
Communities through proud, 
knowledgeable and engaged 
employees who consistently 
exceed customer expectations.  
Employees’ dedication to this 
core vision and mission has 
brought tremendous growth 
and success to Ohio Machinery 
Co. over an extended period 
of time.  

As the company celebrates 
its 75th Anniversary, festivities 
will focus on employee and 
customer appreciation, facility 
improvements and signage, 
tooling and technology, philan-
thropy and charitable service, 
and reflection on the organiza-
tion’s legacy.  Store locations 
and company vehicles through-
out Ohio, Northern Kentucky 
and Southeastern Indiana will 
display 75th anniversary signage 
and decals throughout the 
year.  Ohio Machinery Co. and 
its people are grateful to have 
participated in the success and 
growth of the businesses and 
communities they have served 
over the past 75 years.  

About Ohio Machinery Co.:

Ohio Machinery Co., primar-
ily as a Caterpillar Dealer, has 
been serving the equipment and 
power systems needs of local 
businesses in the state of Ohio 
since 1945.  Over the past 17 
years, the company diversified 
into the agricultural equipment 
distribution business as well as 
the on highway truck distribu-
tion business.  Specializing in 
rental services, The Cat Rental 
Store provides Cat and non-
Cat rental solutions on a daily, 
weekly, or monthly basis.  Ohio 
Peterbilt sells and supports 
heavy duty, medium duty and 
vocational Peterbilt trucks, and 
its parts stores carry both OEM 
and aftermarket truck parts.  
The company’s Ag Division, 
Ohio Ag Equipment, sells and 
supports a full line of AGCO 
and CLAAS agricultural equip-
ment.  And component repair 
and remanufacturing services 
are provided by its Growth Op-
portunities Division through 
Complete Hydraulic Service 
in Bolivar and International 
Fuel Systems in Findlay.  Ohio 
CAT’s Corporate Headquarters 
is located at 3993 East Royalton 
Road, Broadview Heights, Ohio.  
More information about the 
company can be found online 
at www.ohiocat.com.

Arlington, VA…  American 
Truck ing  A s s oc i a t i ons ’ 
advanced seasonally adjusted 
(SA) For-Hire Truck Tonnage 
Index decreased 5.1% in July 
after surging 8.9% in June. In 
July, the index equaled 109.6 
(2015=100) compared with 
115.5 in June.

“After a very strong June, for-
hire contract freight tonnage, 
which dominates ATA’s index, 
slipped in July for a couple 
of reasons,” said ATA Chief 
Economist Bob Costello. “It is 
likely that tonnage was down 
because many fleets didn’t 
have the capacity to take advan-
tage of stronger retail freight 
volumes. Therefore, much of 
that overflow freight moved 
to the spot market, which did 
increase in July. Other ATA data 
shows that for-hire truckload 
fleets are operating 3% fewer 
trucks this summer than a year 
earlier, so it can be difficult to 
take on a significant amount of 

ATA Truck Tonnage Index 
Fell 5.1% in July

Index 8.3% Below July 
2019

additional freight. Also, while 
retail volumes have snapped 
back strongly, manufacturing 
output and international trade 
freight is lagging well behind.”  

Despite July’s decline, the 
index was 3.3% above the recent 
low in May. June’s increase was 
revised up slightly to 8.9% from 
our July 21 press release.

Compared with July 2019, 
the SA index contracted 8.3%, 
the fourth straight year-over-
year decline. Year-to-date, 
compared with the same period 
in 2019, tonnage is down 3.2%.

The not seasonally adjusted 
index, which represents the 
change in tonnage actually 
hauled by the fleets before any 
seasonal adjustment, equaled 
112.9 in July, 2.5% below the 
June level (115.8). In calculat-
ing the index, 100 represents 
2015. ATA’s For-Hire Truck 
Tonnage Index is dominated 
by contract freight as opposed 
to spot market freight.

DISH TV $59.99 FOR 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. 1-855-270-5098. 

[CARS/TRUCKS WANT-
ED!! !]  A l l  Makes /Mod-
e l s  2 0 0 2 - 2 0 1 9 !  A n y 
Condition. Running or Not. 
Competitive Offer! Free Towing! 
We’re Nationwide! Call Now: 
1-888-368-1016
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By Linda Caffee
Google marks a lot of funny 

things on their maps, but this 
is the most awesome!

While driving in California 
recently, I saw something 
that made me look twice and 
then once again. Over to my 
right was what looked like 

The Lone Toilet
an outhouse with a porcelain 
toilet facing the highway with 
no door.  The glistening white 
of the toilet was unmistakable 
inside the small building. 

Where is this priceless work 
of art?  You guessed it!  Califor-
nia. This majestic masterpiece 
stands alone in a watery/grassy, 

not gassy field, only reachable 
by raft.  Many people driving on 
Highway 37 / Sears Point Road 
near Sonoma are startled when 
heading west and look to their 
right and see this lovely vision.

The masterpiece known as 
“The Lone Toilet” on Google 
Maps is not easy to see when 

traveling on the eastbound 
side of Highway 37. I found 
a little history of the area, 
and there used to be a small 
town here called Tubbs Island 
in the 1920s.  I do not know 
what happened to the town, 
but it could have sunk in the 
marshland all around. Yes, 
this is California, and there is 
a water wildlife area here.  The 
little fancy outhouse is the lone 
survivor of the long-forgotten 
town, Tubbs Island.

Looking at Google Maps, 
there is a point marking ‘The 
Lone Toilet,” and the reviews 
are a riot.  Many people have 
made the journey to take a selfie 
with this piece of art, and the 
pictures are hilarious.  I had 
as much fun looking through 
the reviews as I did viewing the 

“Lone Toilet” that is outstand-
ing in a field.

If you have some extra time 

google “The Lone Toilet” or 
“The Worlds Loneliest Toilet”.
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By Robert Conrad
 Trucking and farming have 

close ties to each other, since 

Scott Matheson - 
Spring Brook Farm

most farmers also have trucks 
tucked away in their sheds 
with their tractors. The Spring 

Brook Farm, located on Great 
Road in Littleton, MA, has 
plenty of cool tractors along 
with some cool trucks as well! 
This midnight blue metallic 
1984 Peterbilt 359 belongs to 
Scott Matheson, who is part 
of 3 generations of Mathesons 
currently running this beauti-
ful New England farm. Spring 
Brook Farm has been in the 
Matheson family since 1713, 
when it was granted to the 
them by the King of England. 
They feature everything from 
farm raised meats, to field 
picked fruits & vegetables, 
to hand crafted baked goods 

both in their country store on 
Great Road and at their farm 
stand across town. They grow 
a wide variety of crops on the 
farm including vegetables, hay, 
straw, pumpkins, soybeans, and 
peaches. Scott says he and his 
brother would ride with their 
dad, JR, and remember him 
talking about trucks while 
hauling in his cabover Mack 
MH613 with a sleeper. Scott’s 
dad called it his “single stack 
Mack with a shack on the back” 
and Scott knew that he would 
drive trucks someday just like 
his dad. His dad always wanted 
an extended hood Pete with 

a 36” bunk, since he ran one 
prior to the Mack. Once Scott 
got his CDL, he started looking, 
and wound up finding this ‘84 
359 that had spent most of its 
life in Colorado before making 
it to the East Coast in 2010. 
Equipped with a factory KTA, 
Scott knew this was the truck he 
had to buy! Scott did tires and 
brakes to make it road worthy 
and ran this fine 359 for 2 years 
before deciding to tear it apart 

for a full makeover. All of the 
work was down in house at 
Spring Brook Farm, and Scott 
repainted it adding pearl & me-
tallics to the original midnight 
blue color. He also added new 
drive shafts, new straight pipes, 
a new clutch, and a small, alu-
minum bumper to give it that 
“old school” look. This mid-
night blue beauty is powered 
by the factory Cummins KTA 
600 19.0L engine that’s paired 
with an Eaton Fuller 18 speed 
road ranger, and a set of super 
40 rear ends. The 255” factory 
wheelbase was kept, along with 
the original 36” bunk. Scott 
runs the truck hauling various 
trailers & loads, before tucking 
it back into the shed when 
Winter arrives. He runs their 
Freightliner 120 classic in the 
Winter months, giving the 359 
time for some beauty sleep to 
get ready for the Spring crops! 
One thing’s for sure, this 359 
has gotten better looking with 
age, thanks to Scott Matheson.
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