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2024 PKY Truck Beauty Championship At The Mid-America Trucking Show

Competition was fierce at the 2024 PKY Truck Beauty Championship held this past March during the Mid America Trucking Show in Louisville, Kentucky.  This sleek 
beauty was one of the entrants in the show.  Turn to pages 14 and 15 for more photos. - Photo by Dan Pollock - 

By Steve Pollock
LOUISVILLE, KY… 

Dan Watson, aka “Su-
perTruckerDan”, became 
a professional truck driv-
er in 1992, right after he 
finished serving in the 
United States Army. Dan 
enjoyed trucking, so in 
2001, decided to take the 

By Steve Pollock
LOUISVILLE, KY… 

During the recent 
Mid-America Trucking 
Show in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, I had the opportuni-
ty to sit down for a one on 
one  interview with Lewie 
Pugh, Executive Vice Pres-
ident of OOIDA.  During 
the interview we discussed 

Meet Trucking YouTuber, “SuperTruckerDan” One On One With OOIDA’s Lewie Pugh

Lewie Pugh, Executive Vice President of OOIDA stopped by Movin Out’s booth 
at the Mid-America Trucking Show for an interview.

next step and become an 
owner operator. He bought 
a J.B. Hunt cabover, which 
he leased to a household 
goods carrier and ran as a 
bed bugger. After 18 years 
of trucking household 
goods, Daniel was ready 
for another change. In 
2010, Dan spoke to a Mer-

cer owner-operator while 
on a trip to VA, and after 
that conversation, decid-
ed to lease on to Mercer 
Transportation. In 2011, 
Dan transitioned to flatbed 
work with Mercer and has 
been there ever since.

About 6 years ago, Dan 

Left to right: SuperTruckerDan; Tyler Johnston, Director of Operations at Mer-
cer; and Brian Helton, Mercer’s Director of Marketing, at the recent Mid-America 
Trucking Show in front of Dan’s beautiful 2001 Peterbilt 379 tractor with a 132” 
Double Eagle sleeper.

some of the current issues 
affecting the trucking in-
dustry.

Movin’ Out: “What are 
some of the most pressing 
issues affecting the truck-
ing industry that OOIDA is 
presently working on?

Pugh: “Speed Limit-
ers, Broker Transparency, 
Truck Parking, Driver Pay 

and Detentions, and one 
more – OOIDA is work-
ing on restroom access at 
shippers.”

Movin’ Out: “What can 
our government do to im-
prove safety and produc-
tivity?

Pugh: “They can start 
by listening to the men and 
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By Steve Pollock
DALLAS, TX… The 2024 

Shell Rotella SuperRigs® 
Competition will take place 
May 30 - June 1 at the Texas 
Motor Speedway in Dallas/
Fort Worth, Texas.  Nu-
merous events and activi-
ties are planned, honoring 

2024 Shell Rotella SuperRigs® Coming To Texas Motor Speedway

Julie Wright, Shell Rotella Brand and Media Manager with Truett Novosad’s 2007 
Peterbilt 379 at the recent Mid-America Trucking Show.

Lewie Pugh, executive vice president, OOIDA accepted the check from Julie 
Wright, Shell Rotella brand and media manager.

the hardworking spirit of 
American Truckers.  

The annual event draws 
some of the finest trucks 
in the nation.  There are 
more than 20 awards to 
be presented, Iing Best 
Chrome, Best Lights, and 
Best of Show.  In all, over 

$25,000 in cash and prizes 
will be awarded, along with 
a chance to be one of 12 
trucks chosen for the Shell 
Rotella SuperRigs® 2025 
Calendar.

There is fun for the 
whole family with enter-
tainment, a light show, and 

other events.  There is no 
registration or admission 
fee.  Register your truck at 
https://super-rigs.mymiles-
matter.com/

The SuperRigs® event 
was showcased at the 
Shell Rotella booth at the 
recent Mid-America Truck-

ing Show this past March.  
Shell team members were 
on hand to answer ques-
tions from Professional 
Truck Drivers. Last year’s 
(2023) Best of Show win-
ner Truett Novosad from 
Caldwell, Texas had his 
2007 Peterbilt 379 on dis-

play for MATS attendees 
enjoyment.  

Also on hand at the 
Shell booth was the Bos-
ton Trucker, Mike Gaffin, 
and Adam Koester and his 
mini-modified tractor that 
competed in the Saturday 
tractor pulling event at 
MATS. Shell Rotella also 
presented a check to OOI-
DA to help fund their Safe 
Driving Awards Program 
for Owner-Operators.

Drivers are reminded 
that they get up to a $40 
digital gift card with the 
purchase of qualifying 
Shell Rotella T4 Triple Pro-
tection, Shell Rotella T5 
Synthetic Blend, and Shell 
Rotella T6 Full Synthetic 
Heavy Duty Engine Oils.  
The offer expires May 15, 
2024.
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Off The Beaten Path
by Pam Pollock

In case you’ve been hid-
ing in an underground 
tunnel and had no contact 
with the real world and just 
now reemerged to catch up 
on what’s been going on in 
the world, we had a solar 
eclipse on April 8th.

We live in Western Penn-
sylvania and our house was 
at 99.2% totality – which 
means that we did not get 
the complete blackout 
when the Moon passed be-
tween Earth and the Sun, 
and obscured the view of 
the Sun. Originally, we 
were going to traverse up 
to Erie, which is about. 90 
minute drive for us to view 
the Eclipse until I learned 
that an estimated 250,000 
people had the same idea. 
I noped out of that one as 
my anxiety cannot handle 
crowds – and I also knew 
that traffic on the interstate 
on the way up and more im-
portantly, on the way home 
would be horrendous.

My next plan of attack 
was to travel up to a State 
Park about 30 minutes 
from us but those plans fell 
through because again, the 
traffic and crowds and also 
because the weather was 
predicting heavy cloud cov-
erage.  So, we just hung out 
at the Homestead.

My spouse, being the 
witty man that he is, placed 
two rocking chairs out in 
our yard close to the back 
road that we live on. He 
included a cardboard box 
with $100 Eclipse written 
on it.  I guess he was at-
tempting to cash in on the 
Solar Eclipse frenzy that 
was occurring all around 

Turn Around Bright Eyes…

us – people were hawking 
out hotel rooms in Erie 
for $500+ a night, Airbnb 
homes for $1400+, Eclipse 
cookies, cupcakes, and 
even boozy drinks.

The FedEx driver 
thought my husband was 
hilarious when she pulled 
into our driveway about 90 
minutes before the Eclipse 
with a package but de-
clined to pony up the cash 
for this “once in a lifetime 
opportunity.”

I did what I do best, 
snapped some photos, up-
loaded them to Facebook 
and added this text to my 
post:

“Waited to the last min-
ute to line up a spot to 
view this afternoon’s Solar 

Steve and Jack watching the beginning of the Solar Eclipse.

over the place hoping to 
find a good spot nearby.  

I am not going to lie – the 
cloud coverage was bad.  
We would have very brief, 
momentary breaks and 
could see the Eclipse hap-
pening.  We did not get the 
complete black out totality 
but  the skies were very 
dramatically darkened. I 
later learned the State Park 
that we almost went to did 
not achiever total darkness 
because of the clouds.  The 
birds for the most part 
stopped their singing and 
roosted in the trees, except 
for a few brave, or crazy, 
ones who were very inquisi-
tive and flew up for a closer 
look.  A plane flew through 
the path as well. The tem-
perature did drop several 
degrees.

We also viewed the 2017 
partial Solar Eclipse.  This 
time I outfitted my camera 
with a special solar lens 
covering and decided to 
try and get some photos.  
I don’t like tripods, so I 
held my giant camera and 
of course I never can be 
bothered to figure out what 
ISO, extra that I need to 
be shooting in – so I just 
winged it and got a few cool 
shots.

I will admit to some se-
rious longing and “what 
ifs” about my decision to 
remain home and not trav-
el.  Those thoughts disap-
peared later in the evening 
when we could hear the 
traffic from the interstate 
and then cars began driv-
ing down our back road 
because of the MASSIVE 
traffic jams from Erie to 
Pittsburgh.  We are talking 
about bumper-to-bumper 
traffic where drivers were 
putt-putting at top speeds 
of 25 mph and it took them 
HOURS to get home.

The Solar Eclipse is over 
and the next one to appear 
in the USA is in. 2044.  We 
can offer yinz a special 
deal on Eclipse glasses at 
the low, low price of only 
$24.95 per pair…

Eclipse?!
Don’t despair! Shyster 

Steve has you covered! 
For the low, low price of 
ONLY $100, you can rest 
in semi-comfort in our side 
yard and gaze at the sky 
above Kelloggs’ field! 

Supposed to be 99.2% 
totality - but the clouds are 
making that very, very iffy. 

*Beer not included but 
can be purchased for the 
special Eclipse rate of 
ONLY $24.95 per bottle

**Cannot enter the 
Homestead to use the bath-
room - but we can sell you 
5 squares of toilet paper for 
ONLY $8.95 and you can 
pop a squat in our woods - 
but not on any of the trails.

ACT NOW - TIME AND 
SPACE IS RAPIDLY RUN-
NING OUT!

***CASH ONLY
****Eclipse glasses for 

sale for ONLY $49.95 per 
pair”

I immediately got a re-
sponse my good pal Tina 
who expressed interest but 
I think the popping a squat 
in the woods was a deal 
breaker and she backed 
out at the last minute. My 
87 year old Dad did come 
down but the rest of my 
family was scattered all 
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Join My Sheetz Rewardz 
and pump 150 gal of truck 
diesel to unlock this deal, 
then redeem via the app 
OFFERZ tab. 

It’s super easy to sign up 
for a Sheetz Rewarz card!  

Hey Big Wheelz – Get $10 OFF
 Your Next M•T•O™ Order!

Register in the Sheetz App, 
online at Sheetz.com, or 
pick up a card at the regis-
ter. See the Sheetz ad be-
low for more details!

Disclaimer: Offer valid 
through 6.25.24 at high 

flow truck diesel sites only. 
Offer must be added under 
the OFFERZ tab on the 
app in order to redeem. 
Registered email required 
for My Sheetz Rewardz.



Page 6 - Movin’ Out - May 2024

High Performance Diesels
with Bruce Mallinson 

In the world of trans-
portation, the Class A die-
sel industry stands as a 
vital artery, facilitating the 
movement of goods across 
our country. However, there 
lies a crucial and often over-
looked aspect: prechecks. 
These routine inspections, 
conducted before hitting 

Ensuring Road Safety: The Crucial Role of 
Prechecks in the Class A Diesel Industry

the road, are essential in 
ensuring the safety of driv-
ers and fellow road users. 
Neglecting or performing 
these prechecks incorrectly 
can have dire consequenc-
es, posing significant risks 
to everyone on the road.

Prechecks are not just 
a formality but a corner-

stone of safety in the Class 
A diesel industry. Before 
going on a journey, driv-
ers and operators should 
meticulously inspect their 
vehicles for any signs of 
wear, malfunction, or po-
tential hazards. To ensure 
optimal performance, ev-
ery component should be 

scrutinized, from brakes 
and tires to lights and flu-
id levels. These prechecks 
serve as the first line of de-
fense against mechanical 
failures, which can lead to 
devastating accidents on 
the road.

One of the primary rea-
sons prechecks are so im-
portant is their role in pre-
venting accidents caused 
by equipment failure. Class 
A diesel vehicles are ma-
chines capable of inflicting 
immense damage in the 
event of a malfunction. A 
simple oversight, such as 
worn brake pads or inad-
equate tire pressure, can 
escalate into a catastroph-
ic failure and potentially 
a collision. By conducting 
thorough prechecks, driv-
ers can identify and rectify 
potential issues before they 
compromise safety, thereby 
protecting themselves and 
other drivers, pedestrians, 
and cyclists sharing the 
road.

Prechecks also contrib-
ute significantly to environ-
mental sustainability. Die-
sel engines, while efficient, 
emit pollutants that can 
harm air quality and con-
tribute to environmental 
degradation. Ensuring that 
emission control systems 
are functioning correctly, 
prechecks help minimize 
harmful exhaust emissions, 
thereby mitigating the envi-

ronmental impact of diesel 
vehicles. This commitment 
to environmental responsi-
bility benefits present-day 
communities and pre-
serves natural resources 
for future generations. This 
is one of the main reasons 
our Max Mileage – Fuel 
borne catalyst exists. 

The importance of pre-
checks extends beyond 
individual safety and can 
have other implications. 
Accidents involving Class A 
diesel vehicles can result in 
substantial economic loss-
es, including property dam-
age, medical expenses, and 
productivity downturns. By 
diligently performing pre-
checks, drivers and opera-
tors reduce the risk of acci-
dents, thereby minimizing 
the economic burden on 
individuals, businesses, 
and governments. A cul-
ture of safety and respon-
sibility promoted through 
prechecks contributes to 
more resilient and sustain-
able transportation infra-
structure.

Overlooking prechecks 
undermines the credibili-
ty and professionalism of 
the Class A diesel industry. 
As stakeholders in a criti-
cal transportation sector, 
drivers and operators are 
responsible for upholding 
safety standards and best 
practices. Failure to adhere 
to precheck protocols not 
only jeopardizes individual 
safety but also tarnishes 
the industry’s reputation. 
Instances of accidents re-
sulting from negligent pre-
checks can erode public 
trust and confidence in the 
reliability and safety of die-
sel transportation, leading 
to scrutiny.

Just recently, a routine 
inspection at our shop re-
vealed a shock absorber ex-
tremely close to detaching 
from the front left steer of 
a truck. The gravity of the 
situation cannot be under-
stated, as this component 
was moments away from 
dislodging itself and be-
coming hazardous. While 
the scenario may seem in-
nocuous when described 

in casual terms, the impli-
cations of such negligence 
are grave, especially when 
vehicles are hurtling down 
the road at speeds upwards 
of 70 miles per hour.

The potential conse-
quences of this oversight 
can be dire. What might 
have appeared as a mere 
inconvenience—a loose 
shock absorber—possesses 
the capacity to transform 
into a 15-pound projectile 
capable of inflicting severe 
harm on other road users. 
While the idea of a compo-
nent detaching itself from a 
vehicle may elicit a chuckle 
from some in less severe 
circumstances, the reality 
is starkly different when 
considering the speed and 
force of impact involved in 
highway travel.

These near-miss inci-
dents underscore the criti-
cal importance of adhering 
to precheck protocols with-
in the Class A diesel indus-
try. Loose bolts, worn brake 
pads, and dangling shock 
absorbers are not mere in-
conveniences but glaring 
indicators of potential haz-
ards that demand immedi-
ate attention. Every over-
looked detail in prechecks 
represents a potential risk 
to road safety for the driver 
and all individuals sharing 
the road.

Neglecting prechecks 
has repercussions far be-
yond the immediate inci-
dent. When safety proto-
cols are disregarded, the 
integrity and reputation of 
the Class A diesel industry 
are at stake. Again, negli-
gence erodes public trust 
and invites scrutiny and le-
gal ramifications, imposing 
financial and operational 
burdens on businesses and 
drivers alike.

Written by: Jordan Great-
house, Pittsburgh Power 
Inc., 3600 S. Noah Drive, 
Saxonburg, PA, 16056 
Phone (724) 360-4080 – 
Email: Information@Pitts-
burghpower.com – Website: 
www.PittsburghPower.com
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   Professional truck driv-
ers Tony Blunnie of Knight 
Transportation, Dawna 
Jacobsen of Erb Transport 
and Terry Reavis of Mav-
erick Transportation LLC 
have been named the 2023 
TCA Highway Angels of the 
Year by the Truckload Car-
riers Association (TCA). 
This is the first year that 
TCA has recognized more 
than one Highway Angel 
of the Year, and these pro-
fessional drivers were an-
nounced and celebrated 
at a luncheon awards pro-
gram that was held earlier 
today at TCA’s annual con-
vention in Nashville. TCA 
Highway Angel sponsors 
EpicVue and Northland 
Insurance introduced the 
TCA Highway Angels of the 
Year and standing ovations 
followed each driver. 

    Here are TCA 2023 
Highway Angels of the 
Year›s remarkable stories:

    Tony Blunnie  turned a 
dire situation into a tale 
of heroism on February 
15, 2023. While training 
a driver on Interstate 20 
in Jackson, Mississippi, 
Anthony witnessed a 
devastating crash that 
left a van in flames and 
its female driver in peril. 
Without hesitation, he 

Three Professional Drivers 
Recognized as 2023 TCA 

Highway Angels of the Year
instructed his trainee to 
pull over before grabbing 
his fire extinguisher and 
leaping into action, battling 
the fire, and breaking the 
van windows to extract 
her from the wreck with 
moments to spare before 
the vehicle was engulfed in 
flames. 

Dawna Jacobsen’s heroic 
story happened on a fateful 
evening in December 2022, 
when Dawna was driving 
along Highway 11 in North-
ern Ontario and came 
across a harrowing scene. 
A group of friends had 
been attempting to cross 
the highway on snowmo-
biles but one hadn’t made 
it in time to avoid being 
struck by an oncoming ve-
hicle. Upon witnessing the 
snowmobile accident, she 
immediately maneuvered 
her truck to shield the boy 
and signal to other drivers 
to avoid the scene, protect-
ing him from further injury

    Terry Reavis  came 
across catastrophic 
collision on February 
19, 2023, on I-95 in 
Brunswick, Georgia when 
he witnessed a pickup 
truck driving backwards 
across three lanes of traffic 
and got t-boned by an SUV. 
Terry was one of the first on 

scene and didn›t hesitate 
to assist, rescuing three 
children and aiding an 
injured woman until help 
arrived. His 27 years of 
experience and training as 
a first responder enabled 
him to manage one of the 
worst accidents he›s ever 
seen, remarkably ensuring 
no lives were lost. 

Each driver will receive 
a complimentary EpicVue 
satellite TV package that in-
cludes a 24-inch flatscreen 
TV, a DVR, and a one-year 
subscription to over 100 
channels of DIRECTV 
programming, including 
premium channels such as 
HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, 
and the NFL Sunday Tick-
et.

Since 1997, TCA’s High-
way Angel program has 
recognized professional 
truck drivers who have self-
lessly helped others while 
on the job. From each 
year’s recipients, one is se-
lected as Highway Angel of 
the Year because he or she 
best embodies the spirit of 
the program. 

Learn more about the 
TCA Highway Angel pro-
gram at  www.highwayan-
gel.org. 
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Meet Trucking YouTuber, “SuperTruckerDan”

was looking for a hobby 
and decided to start a You-

SuperTruckerDan’s beautiful 2001 Peterbilt 379 tractor which has a 132” Double Eagle sleeper.

SuperTruckerDan’s best friend and traveling compan-
ion Bailey peeks out the truck window during a visit 
to Mercer Transportation’s headquarters in Louisville, 
Kentucky.

continued from page 1
Tube channel. His goal was 
to simply show the general 
public what a day in the life 

of a professional truck driv-
er was like. To give them 
an understanding of life 

on the road and to project 
a positive image for the 
trucking industry. To start, 

Dan needed a login name.  
“TruckerDan” was already 
taken, so he chose “Su-
perTruckerDan”.  And the 
rest, as they say, is history! 
Dan has since posted over 
700 videos and accumulat-
ed more than 59,000 sub-
scribers.

Followers of “Su-
perTruckerDan” appreciate 
his relatable, down-to-earth 
attitude, but his 3-year-old 
Corgi, Bailey is also a fan 
favorite. Dan said, “I’m 
sharing the things I love. 
I enjoy driving and taking 
care of my truck, and Bai-
ley is my stress reliever and 
companion”.

Dan spends about 3-4 
hours on each of his videos, 
and he invites fellow drivers 
and anyone thinking about 
becoming a professional 
truck driver to watch his 
content. His purpose is not 
an instructional “how to” 
about trucking but simply 
providing a realistic win-
dow into “a day in the life 
of a trucker.” As for broad-
er messages to the public, 
Dan would like to see the 
government earmark a por-
tion of all highway funding 
for truck parking.

Dan has found that in-
ternet fame can come with 
some perks too! When Dan 
purchased his Dorsey trail-
er, he made a video about 
it. As fate would have it, a 
welder at Dorsey Trailers 
saw the video and passed it 
on to management. Before 
long, Dorsey had invited 
him on a factory tour and 
they became a sponsor of 
“SuperTruckerDan”.
   Dan does a lot of military 
moves and just about any-
thing else he can put on his 
flatbed trailer. While Dan 
lives in Southern Arizona, 
he prefers to operate in a 
600-mile radius of Mercer 
Headquarters in Louisville, 
KY. Dan said, “I like being 
leased to Mercer because 
I can operate my truck the 
way I want and get home 
whenever I want. Mer-
cer takes care of all of the 
headaches for me, and are 
supportive of my Youtube 
hobby.”
“SuperTruckerDan” can 
be found on YouTube at 
www.youtube.com/user/
SuperTruckerdan as well 
as Instagram and Face-
book, just search for “Su-
perTruckerDan”.

SuperTruckerDan’s Corgi, Bailey.
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Kenworth Donates T680 as 2024 “Transition Trucking: 
Driving for Excellence” Award

   Kenworth, FASTPORT 
and the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation’s 
Hiring Our Heroes 
initiative announced they 
are again partnering in 

the search for America’s 
top rookie military veteran 
driver who successfully 
transitioned to the trucking 
industry following military 
service.

  Under the “Transition 
Trucking: Driving for 
Excellence” recognition 
program, Kenworth will 
provide the grand prize 
for the ninth consecutive 
year. This year’s award 
is a T680  equipped with 
a 76-inch sleeper and 
the PACCAR Powertrain 
featuring the PACCAR 
MX-13 engine rated at 
455 horsepower, PACCAR 
TX-12 automated 
transmission and PACCAR 
DX-40 tandem rear axles. 
The truck will be shown at 
the Mid-America Trucking 
Show beginning tomorrow 
at the Kentucky Expo 
Center in Louisville at the 
Fastport booth, #65024.

  The Kenworth T680 
features a Diamond VIT 

interior in slate gray 
with madrona accents 
and includes the latest 
in driver amenities. Both 
the driver and passenger 
seats are GT703 leather 
seats that are fully heated 
and cooled. The 76-inch 
sleeper includes space 
for a microwave and TV, 
a factory-installed fridge, 
and a rotating work table. 
The T680 also includes the 
latest in driver assistance 
systems, including 
Kenworth›s Digital Mirrors, 
Bendix Fusion Adaptive 
Cruise Control (ACC) Stop 
and Auto Go, and Lane 
Keeping Assist with Torque 
Assisted Steering. 

    The top driver will be 
determined by an expert 
panel of judges. To qualify, 

drivers must meet eligibility 
requirements as specified 
in the official Transition 
Trucking: Driving for 
Excellence Award rules, 
including:

-- Be a legal resident 
of the continental United 
States and military veteran 
or current/former member 
of the National Guard or 
Reserves.

-- Graduated from PT-
DI-certified, NAPFTDS 
or CVTA member driver 
training school, with a valid 
CDL.

-- Have been employed by 
any for-hire carrier or pri-
vate fleet that has pledged 
to hire veterans and hired 
as a CDL driver after Janu-
ary 1, 2023.

  Nominations opened 

on  March 20, and the 
final deadline to submit 
applications will be June 
20. Award semi-finalists 
will be announced on 
August 1. Finalists will 
be invited to Columbus, 
Ohio to tour the National 
Veterans Memorial and 
Museum and attend a 
reception, followed by 
a tour of the Kenworth 
Chillicothe manufacturing 
plant, where the finalists 
will be announced. Public 
voting on the finalists will 
occur from November 1 
through 11. On December 
13, finalists will gather 
at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, where the final 
award announcement will 
be made, and the winner 
will drive home in the 
Kenworth T680.
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Ed Wilson and his grandson Robby with Ed’s 2019 LoneStar Daycab, 
the the first ever one to roll off the assembly line. 

Ed and Robby in 2024, 15 years later with the last ever LoneStar 
Daycab to be built.  Robby is now 18 years old.

The First and Last LoneStar Daycabs – 15 Years Between

    The Carriers Associa-
tion (TCA) is pleased to 
announce that its TCA 
Scholarship fund appli-
cation period is officially 
open, and the program has 
been expanded to accept 
applicants from full-time 
students attending accred-
ited two-year programs at 
Junior Colleges. In past 
years, the program has 
only awarded four-year ac-
credited college students 
and TCA is excited about 
this change that will allow 
both types of college stu-
dents to participate. TCA 
is confident that this new 
format and expansion will 
open more doors for stu-
dents looking to pursue a 
supply chain and logistics 
career. Scholarship monies 
to be awarded are for the 
Fall 2024 and Spring 2025 
semesters.

    For nearly 50 years, 
the Truckload Carriers 
Association (TCA) 
Scholarship Fund has 
been helping students 
with connections to the 
truckload industry. The 
Fund awards up to $6,250 
per year, per full-time 
four-year college student 
and then up to $2,000 
per full-time two-year 
college student. In the 
2022-2023 school year, 
the TCA Scholarship 
Fund’s Board of Trustees 
awarded 48 students 
scholarships totaling more 

2024-2025 TCA Scholarship 
Fund Online Application Now 

Open through May 24
than $140,000 and it is 
projected that $159,000 
will be given for the next 
academic year.

    Much of the program’s 
support comes from within 
the truckload TCA family—
companies and individuals 
who are committed to our 
truckload community’s 
future. Any student in 
good standing (minimum 
grade point average of 
3.0) who will be attending 
an accredited, four-year 
or two-year college or 
university as a freshman, 
sophomore, junior, or 
senior, and who is either the 
child, grandchild, or spouse 
of an employee or is an 
employee of a TCA member 
company or is the child, 
grandchild, or spouse of 
an independent contractor 
or an independent 
contractor affiliated with a 
TCA member company is 
encouraged to apply.

      This program is only 
available for students 
affiliated with a TCA 
member company and 
that includes for-hire 
carrier members as well as 
associate members. 

    More information 
and the application 
are located at this 
link:  https://truckload.
org/scholarships/. Please 
reach out to OFIC directly 
at  scholarships@ofic.
org  with any inquiries on 
the application process.

By Steve Pollock
NEW SPRING-

FIELD, OH… 15 
years ago I had the 
pleasure of covering 
Ed Wilson and Son 
Trucking receiving 
the very first Inter-
national LoneStar 
Daycab to roll off the 
assembly line.  The 
truck was purchased 
by Hill Internation-
al in East Liverpool, 
Ohio.  

I took this photo 
of Ed Wilson and 
his grandson Robby, 
who was 3 years old 
at the time, on the 
step of the first ever 
2010 LoneStar Day-
cab.

Here is a photo 
of Ed and Robby in 
2024, 15 years lat-
er with the last ever 
LoneStar Daycab to 
be built.  Robby is 
now 18 years old and 
is attending Gene-
va College.  Ed also 
has the distinction 
of owning the 1,000th 
Trailstar Internation-
al trailer built.
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San Antonio, TX… 
Rush Enterprises, Inc., 
in conjunction with Rush 
Enterprises Foundation, 
has announced a special 
sweepstakes benefiting 
Wounded Warrior Project® 
(WWP), for the chance to 
win the last and only 2025 
Peterbilt Model 389X ever 
produced.  

 Rush Truck Centers and 
Rush Enterprises Foun-
dation are proud to stand 
alongside WWP to honor 
and empower America’s 

Rush Truck Centers Launches Special Sweepstakes For The Chance To Win The Final 
Peterbilt Model 389 Ever Produced; Proceeds To Benefit Wounded Warrior Project

injured veterans and is en-
couraging others to support 
this organization as well. 
Now through September 
15, 2024, Rush Truck Cen-
ters encourages those eligi-
ble to visit winthelast389.
com where they can make 
a minimum $50 donation 
to WWP and enter for the 
chance to win the last Pe-
terbilt Model 389X ever 
produced.* Proceeds will 
benefit WWP.  

 “There is no greater hon-
or than serving those who 

have served, and we are im-
mensely proud to support 
Wounded Warrior Project 
and its free, life-changing 
programs and services 
for America’s heroes and 
their families,” said W.M. 
“Rusty” Rush, Chairman, 
Chief Executive Officer 
and President, Rush En-
terprises, Inc. “In addition 
to supporting this worthy 
organization, this sweep-
stakes also pays tribute to 
our longstanding partner-
ship with Peterbilt and the 

legacy of the Model 389, 
giving the winner an iconic 
piece of Peterbilt history,” 
said Rush.   Rush Truck 
Centers secured the final 
Model 389 with a winning 
bid of $1.5 million in an 
auction hosted by Peterbilt 
and attended by its dealer 
body at the 2023 Peterbilt 
dealer meeting. Peterbilt 
and Rush Truck Centers 
will donate the full amount 
of the winning bid to two 
additional charitable orga-
nizations: Truckers Against 

Trafficking and Wreaths 
Across America. Peter-
bilt will contribute the full 
retail price of the truck – 
$250,000 and Rush Truck 
Centers will contribute 
the remaining $1,250,000 
evenly between the two or-
ganizations. 

The Model 389X embod-
ies the history of trucking 
with its traditional styling 
and stunning display of 
chrome and class. This one-
of-a-kind Peterbilt Model 
389X has been customized 

to match the paint scheme 
of the 1965 Peterbilt Mod-
el 358 proudly displayed at 
Rush Truck Centers’ head-
quarters which commemo-
rates the year the company 
was founded.  

“Peterbilt creates pur-
pose-built vehicles that 
stand the test of time. 
Since 2007, we’ve built 
over 100,000 Model 389s, 
an icon of the trucking in-
dustry. On December 22, 
2023, we produced the 
last Model 389,” said Jason 
Skoog, Peterbilt general 
manager and PACCAR 
vice president. “That was 
the end of the production 
era, but today is the start 
of an era that extends 
the purpose of the Model 
389 to support change in 
the lives of over 1 million 
veterans, caregivers and 
family members. Peterbilt 
is proud to support and 
employ veterans, and we 
are even prouder that the 
donations for the last Mod-
el 389, which was ordered 
with the exclusive 389X 
package, will help bring 
independence back to our 
nation’s most severely 
wounded veterans. I thank 
all veterans and all the Pe-
terbilt customers, fans and 
enthusiasts! It’s the dawn of 
a new era,” Skoog added.  

  *No donation required 
to enter or win; see win-
thelast389.com for details 
and complete rules.   

For more information, 
please visit rushtruck-
centers.com  and rushen-
terprises.com, on X @
rushtruckcenter and Face-
book.com/rushtruckcen-
ters. 
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Denton, TX…Peterbilt 
announced the introduc-
tion of a full lineup of cus-
tom aftermarket exterior, 

Peterbilt Introduces Model 589 Customization 
Options with Peterbilt Genuine Accesories

interior and lighting Peter-
bilt Genuine Accessories 
designed exclusively for 
the Model 589 at the Mid 

America Trucking Show 
(MATS) in Louisville, KY.  
The accessories are craft-
ed from the highest quality 

materials to deliver indus-
try-leading fit and finish 
and unrivaled driver ap-
peal.  

“The Model 589 was 
inspired by our custom-
ers and designed to make 
a statement, with its bold 

style, superior craftsman-
ship and advanced tech-
nologies. It is the ultimate 
reward for drivers and a 
premium work truck for 
fleets,” said Jake Montero, 
Peterbilt assistant general 
manager, sales and market-
ing. “The ability to custom-
ize the Model 589 with this 
extensive range of Peterbilt 
Genuine Accessories lets 
customers reflect their indi-
vidual style and preferenc-
es to amplify the iconic ex-
terior styling and enhance 
the driver’s environment.”   

The Model 589 Peterbilt 
Genuine Accessories in-
clude:   

Exterior Package   In-
terior Package   Lighting 
Package   

Wheel Cover    Dash Kit     
Exterior Light Strip 

Sunvisor    Door Insert 
Kit  Logo Light 

Rocker     Pedal Kit   Can-
ister Light 

Fenderette    Shifter Kit     
Projector Logo Light  

Peterbilt Genuine Acces-
sories for the Model 589 
are available for order now 
exclusively through Peter-
bilt’s 425+ dealer locations 
across North America.  

For more information 
about the Model 589, 
please visit Peterbilt Mod-
el 589 | Peterbilt or locate 
your nearest Peterbilt deal-
ership at https://www.peter-
bilt.com/find-a-dealer.   
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2024 PKY Truck Beauty Championship

2024 PKY Truck Beauty Championship Winners List
Antique Original – Bob-
tail: 1st - Greg Kendall, 
1982 Kenworth Kl00; 
2nd-Brian Stevens, 1976 
Peterbilt 352; 3rd-Tanner 
Stroup, 1984 Peterbilt 359
Antique Custom – Bobtail: 
1st-Andrew Goettsch,1979 
International 4070B; 2nd-
Raiko Graveran, 1995 
Freightliner FLD-120; 
3rd-Jarret Landry, 1988 Pe-
terbilt 379
Antique – Engine: 1st-Tan-
ner Stroup, 1984 Peterbilt 
359
Antique – Paint: 1st-Greg 
Kendall, 1982 Kenworth 
K100
New Truck-Bobtail: 
1st-Austin Gortman, 2024 
Peterbilt 389; 2nd-Matt 
Strottman, 2024 Peterbilt 
389; 3rd-Austin Duffield, 
2024 Peterbilt 389

First Show – Bobtail: 
1st-Adam Long, 2006 Ken-
worth W900L; 2nd-Thomas 
Christoferson, 2011 Peter-
bilt 389; 3rd-Rodney Griffin, 
2024 Peterbilt 389 X
First Show – Combo: 
1st-Daryl Koch, 2024 Pe-
terbilt 389/2024 Mac Flat 
Bed; 2nd-Samuel Brown, 
2023 Peterbilt 389/2024 
Mac Dump; 3rd-Derck Allen, 
2024 Peterbilt 389x/2024 
East
Working Truck - Com-
pany Owned: 1st-David 
Ruhkamp, 2024 Peterbilt 
389/2024 Landoll 455; 2nd-
Nick Lierz, 2020 Peterbilt 
389/2023 Western Belt; 
3rd-Paul Dillon, 2023 Peter-
bilt 389
Working Truck – Bobtail: 
Best Of Show: Tim Cody 
Jr, 2018 Peterbilt 389; 2nd-

James Mitchell, 2023 Pe-
terbilt 389; 3rd-Dillan Blu-
baugh, 2022 Peterbilt 389
Working Truck – Com-
bo - Best Of Show: Cody 
Davis, 2022 Kenworth 
W900l/2023 Merritt Live-
stock Trailer; 2nd-Gary 
Jones, 1999 Peterbilt 
379/2024 Xl Alpha AD70; 
3rd-Robert Riddell, 2022 
Kenworth W900/2023 
Trail King 22 Ton
Working Truck- Dump: 
1st-Scott Snyder, 2024 
Kenworth W900l/2024 
Trailstar 40-Ft Dump; 2nd-
Bruce Campbell, 2022 
Peterbilt 389/2018 Rogue 
Truck Body RTB; 3rd-Mark 
Gore, 2023 Kenworth 
W990Working Truck- Bob-
tail- Lights: 1st-Austin Duff-
ield, 2024 Peterbilt 389; 
2nd-Tim Cody Jr, 2018 Pe-

terbilt 389; 3rd-Ryan Stiens, 
2024 Peterbilt 389
Working Truck - Combo 
– Lights: 1st-Daryl Koch, 
2024 Peterbilt 389/2024 
Mac Flat Bed; 2nd-Clay-
ton Heise, 2024 Peterbilt 
389/2022 Wilson Silver 
Star; 3rd-Scott Snyder, 2024 
Kenworth W900l/2024 
Trailstar 40-Ft Dump
Working Truck – Engine: 
1st-Dillan Blubaugh, 2022 
Peterbilt 389; 2nd-Cody 
Davis, 2022 Kenworth 
W900l/2023 Merritt Live-
stock Trailer; 3rd-Bryan Re-
tych, 2014 Peterbilt 389
Working Truck - Interior - 
Cab Only: 1st-James Mitch-
ell, 2023 Peterbilt 389; 
2nd-Cody Davis, 2022 Ken-
worth W900l/2023 Merritt 
Livestock Trailer; 3rd-
Bryan Retych, 2014 Peter-

bilt 389
Working Truck - Interior - 
OEM Sleeper:1st-Tim Cody 
Jr, 2018 Peterbilt 389; 
2nd-Dillan Blubaugh, 2022 
Peterbilt 389 
Working Truck - Bobtail - 
Paint & Graphics: 1st-Bry-
an Retych, 2014 Peterbilt 
389; 2nd-James Mitchell, 
2023 Peterbilt 389; 3rd-Dil-
lan Blubaugh, 2022 Peter-
bilt 389
Working Truck - Combo - 
Paint & Graphics: 1st-Tar-
ik Al-Amin II, 2023 Ken-
worth W900/2023 Great 
Dane Super Seal; 2nd-Scott 
Snyder, 2024 Kenworth 
W900l/2024 Trailstar 
40-Ft Dump; 3rd-John Mc-
Cormick, 2021 Kenworth 
W900l/2022 Mac Pneu-
matic
Limited Mileage - Bobtail 

W/Miles: Best Of Show: 
Fred Rethwisch, 1986 
1nternational 9670; 2nd-An-
drew Ditz, 1959 Peterbilt 
351; 3rd-Andrew Pagels, 
1972 Peterbilt 359; 4th-
Matt Riggle, 1978 Ken-
worth W900A; 5th-Joel Ank-
er, 1990 Kenworth W900L
Limited Mileage - Bob-
tail W/No Miles - Best 
Of Show: Jacob Bonham, 
2022 Peterbilt 389; 2nd-Ca-
sey Conrey, 2008 Kenworth 
W900; 3rd-Tyler Van Der 
Zwaag, 2023 Kenworth 
W900l; 4th-Gary Jones, 
2018 Peterbilt 389; 5th-Bri-
an Harney, 2022 Kenworth 
W900 B
Limited Mileage – Com-
bo - Best Of Show: Troy 
Massey, 2005 Peterbilt 
379/2021 Galyean Tanker; 
2nd-Travis Sancken, 2019 
Peterbilt 389/2023 Mac 
LTT; 3rd-Dane Hartman, 
2024 Peterbilt 389/2024 
Wilson Pacesetter; 4th-
Zach Strayer, 2023 Pe-
terbilt 389/2023 Wilson 
Livestock Trailer; 5th-Dill 
McKnney, 2024 Peterbilt 
389X/2024 Mac Flatbed
“Best Of” Awards: 
Limited Mileage - Bobtail- 
Lights W/ Miles: Matt Rig-
gle, 1978 Kenworth A
Bobtail- Lights W/ No 
Miles: Casey Conrey, 2008 
Kenworth W900
Combo – Lights: Troy 
Massey, 2005 Peterbilt 
379/2021 Galyean Tanker
Bobtail - Paint/Graphics: 
Casey Conrey, 2008 Ken-
worth W900
Combo - Paint/Graphics: 
Kevin Hunter, 2024 Ken-
worth W900l/2024 Talbert 
55/60
Interior: Zach Strayer, 
2023 Peterbilt 389/2023 
Wilson Livestock Trailer
Engine: Travis Sancken, 
2019 Peterbilt 389/2023 
Mac LTT
PKY Best Use Of Chrome: 
Bobtail: Mason Schwake, 
2024 Peterbilt 389; 
Combo: Jason Sand-
ers, 1994 Kenworth 
W900l/2014 Great Dane 
Dry Van
Troy “The Legend” Hud-
dleston Award: Andrew 
Ditz, 1959 Peterbilt 351
Runnin’ Late Award: 
Dylan Mccrabb, 2024 Pe-
terbilt 389
NAST Best Of Show: Bob-
tail-Austin Gattman, 2024 
Peterbilt 389; Combo:
Dane Hartman, 2024 Pe-
terbilt 389/2024 Wilson 
Pacesetter
People’s Choice: Jeff 
Haker, 2023 Peterbilt 
389/2023 Great Dane Van 
Trailer
Big Rig Build-Off Champi-
on: Davis Brothers Designs

Limited Mileage – Combo - Best Of Show: Troy Massey, 2005 Peterbilt 379/2021 Galyean Tanker; 

- Photos by Dan 
Pollock - 

Visit our Online Truck 
Show Gallery of photos 
at www.movinout.com 
for complete photo cov-
erage of the show.
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Hunter Truck is honored 
to announce that several of 
our dealerships have been 
recognized with Platinum 
Service Awards by Peter-
bilt Motors Company at the 
annual Dealer Group Meet-
ing held in March 2024. We 
are proud of these accom-
plishments made by our 
service teams and for their 
continued hard work and 
dedication to being elite 
service centers.

“I would like to congrat-
ulate all our locations that 
have achieved Platinum 

Hunter Truck Receives Platinum Service Awards

Service Center for 2023.   
The qualifications for this 
award change every year 
and it requires tremendous 
effort from the entire ser-
vice team,” says Jeff Wal-
ters, Director of Service at 
Hunter Truck. “I am proud 
of everyone who contribut-
ed, and I appreciate all the 
hard work they put into im-
proving our service depart-
ments year after year.”

Peterbilt’s Platinum Ser-
vice Awards are presented 
to dealerships that achieve 
and exceed several key 

factors including world-
class facilities and driver’s 
lounges, utilization of PAC-
CAR Solutions Service 
Management, expanded 
hours of service, excellent 
parts availability, certified 
PACCAR MX engine tech-
nicians, and lower dwell 
time for repairs, as well as 
performing RapidCheck 
triage.

“The Service team in 
Eau Claire, PA has done an 
excellent job in many of the 
metrics we use every day 
to measure what makes a 
service department work, 
but what makes our team 
special here is their com-
mitment to doing the right 
thing for our customers 
and helping each other ev-
ery step of the way. I am 
proud of what they have 
accomplished, and I hope 
they are too,” says Chris 
Starcher, Service Manag-

continued on page 17
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Hunter Truck Receives Platinum Service Awards

er at Hunter Truck – Eau 
Claire.

Hunter Truck dealer-
ships that achieved Plat-
inum Service in 2023 in-
clude:

Hunter Truck- Butler
Hunter Truck- Clearfield
Hunter Truck- Eau Claire
Hunter Truck- Lancaster

continued from page 17

Hunter Truck- Pittsburgh
Hunter Truck- Scranton
Hunter Truck- Union-

town
Hunter Truck- Wheeling
Along with Platinum Ser-

vice Awards, our sales and 
finance teams were also 
recognized for their perfor-
mance throughout 2023. 

Jeff Sider, New & Used 
Truck Sales Representa-
tive of Hunter Truck- Lan-
caster made the Peterbilt 
Top 100, an honor award-
ed to the top salespeople 
throughout North America. 
He received this award in 
heavy duty and vocational 
truck sales. Nicki Thoma, 

Corporate Finance Coor-
dinator of Hunter Truck 
– Corporate, received an 
award for PACCAR Finan-
cial’s 2023 Dealer Contest, 
which is awarded based on 
the number of new trucks 
financed with PACCAR Fi-
nancial Corp.

We are proud of all our 

employees that received 
awards and were recog-
nized for their continual 
efforts throughout 2023 in 
service, sales, and finance. 
Thank you for your hard 
work and dedication to 
Hunter Truck.

- Photos 
courtesy 

of Hunter 
Truck -
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Latest Trucking Industry News
WASHINGTON, DC…  

Within hours of receiving 
the request, the U.S. De-
partment of Transporta-
tion’s Federal Highway Ad-
ministration (FHWA) today 
announced the immediate 
availability of $60 million 
in “quick release” Emer-
gency Relief (ER) funds 
for the Maryland Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
rebuild the Francis Scott 
Key Bridge after a cargo 
container ship struck the 
bridge on March 26. These 
funds serve as a down pay-
ment toward initial costs, 
and additional Emergency 
Relief program funding will 
be made available as work 
continues.

  FHWA’s Emergency 
Relief program provides 
funding to States, 
Territories, Tribes, and 
Federal Land Management 
Agencies for highways 
and bridges damaged 
by natural disasters or 
catastrophic events. These 
“quick release” Emergency 
Relief funds are an initial 
installment to help restore 
essential transportation. 
Additional funds needed for 
the rebuilding of the bridge 
will be supported by the 
Emergency Relief program 
through nationwide 
funding allocations. FHWA 
is also providing technical 
assistance, conducting 
site assessments, and 
administering emergency 
contracts for the new 
bridge.

 The structure is located 
in the Baltimore Harbor 
and Port of Baltimore. 
Following the incident, the 
channel has been closed, 
and all shipping traffic to 
Seagirt Marine Terminal at 
the Port of Baltimore has 
been stopped and diverted 
elsewhere.    The Port of 
Baltimore is essential to 
the regional economy and 
national supply chains, and 
the I-695 corridor, of which 
the bridge was a part, 
provides a vital connection 
for people and goods 
traveling along the East 
Coast. FHWA is actively 
coordinating with federal, 
state, and local officials 
in the region, including 
the Maryland Department 
of Transportation, the 
Maryland Transportation 
Authority, the City of 
Baltimore, U.S. Coast 
Guard, the National 
Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB), and 
others to mitigate supply 
chain impacts, manage 
traffic, reopen the port, 
and ultimately rebuild the 
bridge. The NTSB, an 
independent agency, is the 
leading the investigation 
into the vessel allision 
and subsequent bridge 
collapse.

  The Governor of 
Maryland has declared 
a State of Emergency 
and FHWA has approved 
MDOT’s application, 
making the event eligible 
for Emergency Relief 
funding. The funds will 
be used for eligible costs 
associated  with debris 
removal, demolition, 
detours, emergency 
repairs, and design 
and reconstruction on 
I-695 and the Francis 

$60 Million for Emergency Work in 
Wake of the Collapse of the Francis 

Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore
Scott Key Bridge. The 
Maryland Department 
of Transportation 
is  continuing to conduct 
necessary emergency 
operations, such as 
implementing detours, 
to maintain traffic as 
the disaster area is not 
passable, and to repair 
applicable sections 
sufficiently to protect 
facilities from further 
damage and clearing the 
navigable waters to safely 
reopen operations at the 
Port of Baltimore.

  The FHWA Emergency 
Relief program 
complements the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law by encouraging 
agencies to identify and 
implement measures to 
incorporate resilience in 
the design, restoration 
and repair of damaged 
infrastructure, in order to 
better withstand future 
damage from climate 
change and future weather 
events.

 More information about 
FHWA’s Emergency Relief 
program can be found 
online at https://www.fhwa.
dot.gov/programadmin/
erelief.cfm

Washington, DC… Amer-
ican Trucking Associa-
tions’ advanced seasonally 
adjusted For-Hire Truck 
Tonnage Index increased 
4.3% in February after 
decreasing 3.2% in Janu-
ary. In February, the index 
equaled 116.0 (2015=100) 
compared with 111.3 in 
January.

“After a very soft Janu-
ary, due in part to winter 
storms, truck tonnage 
snapped back in February,” 
said  ATA Chief Economist 
Bob Costello.  “February’s 
level was the highest in a 
year, yet the index still con-
tracted from a year earlier, 
suggesting truck freight re-
mains in a recession.”

January’s decrease was 
revised up from our Febru-
ary 20 press release.

Compared with February 
2023, the index fell 1.4%, 
which was the twelfth 
straight year-over-year de-
cline. In January, the index 
was down 4.5% from a year 
earlier. 

The not-seasonally ad-
justed index, which rep-
resents the change in ton-
nage actually hauled by the 

ATA Truck Tonnage Index 
Increased 4.3% in February

fleets before any seasonal 
adjustment, equaled 109.7 
in February, the same as 
in January. ATA’s For-Hire 
Truck Tonnage Index is 
dominated by contract 
freight as opposed to spot 
market freight. 

In calculating the index, 
100 represents 2015.

Trucking serves as a ba-
rometer of the U.S. econ-
omy, representing 72.6% 
of tonnage carried by all 
modes of domestic freight 
transportation, including 
manufactured and re-
tail goods. Trucks hauled 
11.46 billion tons of freight 
in 2022. Motor carriers 
collected $940.8 billion, 
or 80.7% of total revenue 
earned by all transport 
modes. 

ATA calculates the ton-
nage index based on sur-
veys from its membership 
and has been doing so 
since the 1970s. This is a 
preliminary figure and sub-
ject to change in the final 
report issued around the 
5th day of each month. The 
report includes month-to-
month and year-over-year 
results, relevant economic 
comparisons, and key fi-
nancial indicators. 

   Washington, DC…  Starting 
in April, the Commercial Ve-
hicle Safety Alliance’s (CVSA) 
2024 North American Stan-
dard Out-of-Service Criteria 
are now in effect. The 2024 
out-of-service criteria replace 
and supersede all previous ver-
sions.

    Certified commercial 
motor vehicle enforcement 
personnel utilize the out-of-
service criteria to determine 
whether or not drivers or 
vehicles present an imminent 
hazard and should be placed 
out of service. The federal 
regulations, together with 
CVSA’s out-of-service criteria, 
provide the standards that 
drivers, motor carriers and law 
enforcement personnel use to 
ensure the commercial motor 
vehicles and professional 
drivers operating on North 
America’s roadways are safe 
and compliant.

    Last year, the voting 
members of the Alliance 
approved 11 changes to the 
out-of-service criteria. In 
accordance with the CVSA 
Bylaws, the proposed changes 
were communicated to the 
voting members of the Alliance 
on Oct. 5, 2023, and ratified 
on Oct. 20, 2023. The out-of-
service criteria are updated 
annually, effective April 1 of 
each year.

CVSA’s 2024 Out-of-Service 
Criteria Now in Effect

    The following changes 
were made to the out-of-
service criteria:

1. A note was added to “Part 
I, Item 3. Commercial Driver’s 
License, c. Endorsements and 
Restrictions” to provide clarity 
on the status of a hazardous 
materials (HM) endorsement 
when the driver’s Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
screening/HM determination 
is expired, and the driver re-
quires the HM endorsement.

2. Ontario Class D license 
was removed from the note in 
“Part I, Item 4. Driver Medi-
cal/Physical Requirements, b. 
Medical Certificate.”

3. “Part I, Item 7. Drugs 
and Other Substances, c. 
Prohibited from Performing 
Safety-Sensitive Functions” 
was amended to add the new 
392.15 violation code and a 
note.

4. The applicability table for 
commercial learner’s permit 
drivers was amended in “Part 
I, Item 7. Drugs and Other 
Substances, c. Prohibited from 
Performing Safety-Sensitive 
Functions.”

5. Missing cam shaft bush-
ings was added to the 20% 
criterion in “Part II, Item 1. 
Brake Systems, a. Defective 
Brakes, (5) Drum (Cam-Type 
and Wedge) Air Brakes, (a).”

6. Watermarks were added 
to “Part II, Item 1. Brake Sys-
tems, a. Defective Brakes, 20% 
Criterion” and the end of 20% 
criterion to better identify the 
20% out-of-service criterion 
and the 20% criterion relative 
to steering axle brakes.

7. The word “shall” was 
changed to “may” in “Part II, 
Item 1. Brake Systems, q. Per-
formance-Based Brake Test” 
to allow for inspector discre-
tion in reference to the require-
ment of retesting the vehicle.

8. “Part II, Item 3. Coupling 
Devices, c. Pintle Hooks, (1) 
and g. Hitch Systems (Exclud-
ing Fifth Wheels and Pintle 
Hooks), (1)” was amended to 
add latches that are not in use 
and ball hitches that are mis-
matched with the receiver.

9. Language was added 
to the title of “Part II, Item 9. 
Lighting Devices (Headlamps, 
Tail Lamps, Stop Lamps, Turn 
Signals and Lamps/Flags On 
Projecting Loads), a. When 
Lights Are Required to Be On” 
to clarify that lights not being 
turned on does not constitute 
an out-of-service condition.

10. A note was added to 
“Part II, Item 9. Lighting De-
vices (Headlamps, Tail Lamps, 
Stop Lamps, Turn Signals and 
Lamps/Flags on Projecting 
Loads).”

11. By adding a new number 
(2) to “Part II, Item 12. Tires, 
b. Tires Other Than Those 
Found on the Front Steering 
Axle(s),” the rest of Item 12.b 
had to be renumbered.

These changes have been 
incorporated into North Amer-
ican Standard Inspection Pro-
gram training materials, along 
with updated  inspection bul-
letins, inspection procedures, 
operational policies and train-
ing videos.

  There are different formats 
(e.g., print, electronic, other 
languages, etc.) of the 2024 out-
of-service criteria available for 
purchase through the  CVSA 
online store. It’s also available 
for purchase in CVSA’s app 
by searching “CVSA Out-of-
Service Criteria” in the  App 
Store  or  Google Play.  Bulk 
orders  of the handbook and 
the app are available.

  CVSA hosted a webinar in 
January outlining the changes 
to the out-of-service criteria. 
The webinar is available to 
CVSA members through 
their  CVSA member portal. 
Once logged in, click on the 
CVSA Learning tab, then click 
on “Roadside” to view the 
webinar.
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One On One With OOIDA’s Lewie Pugh

women who drive trucks 
and know what they are 
talking about.  Especially 
when it comes to the issues 
that affect them.  Until the 
FMCSA gets real about 
safety, nothing is going to 
change.”

Movin’ Out: “What do 
you think about the FMC-
SA’s pilot program to re-
cruit underage drivers into 
the industry?”

Pugh: “Pugh: “We don’t 
agree with it.  The cost is 
too high per driver for the 
taxpayer.  While some of 
these young men and women 
are capable drivers, finding 
them and vetting them is time 
consuming and expensive.

My opinion is we need to 
modernize the interstate 
and intrastate regulations 
for under 21 year olds.   
How does it make sense to 
allow younger drivers to op-
erate only intrastate when 
they live in a state like 
Texas, Iowa, or Pennsyl-
vania, but if they are near 
the border, they can’t cross 
state lines! It would be bet-
ter to regulate them to run 
locally or within a given ra-
dius until they gain some 
driving experience.   Also, 
veteran drivers should step 
up and help mentor entry 
level drivers, which will 
help everyone sharing the 
road instead of placing so-
called “driver trainers” with 
new drivers as many large 
carriers do.  Which, if fact, 
is nothing more that team 

ccontinued from page 1
driving.   Driver trainers 
need to be in the passenger 
seat with their trainee at all 
times.   I think entry level 
drivers need more training 
and maybe an apprentice-
ship program.”
 Movin’ Out: “What are the 
worst things going on in 
the trucking industry?”

Pugh: “Speed limiters, 
broker and carrier fraud, 
including fraudulent prac-
tices in lease purchase 
programs that victimize 
drivers like Shelley Van-
denburg.”

 “Shelley Vandenburg 
was the victim of a lease 
purchase fraud.  She and 
her husband want to warn 
drivers “that some lease 
purchase companies are 
nothing more than pro-
fessional embezzlers that 
have years of experience 
taking advantage of driv-
ers.  When they control 
your paychecks, loads, even 
where you get the truck re-
pairs done – Beware! Have 
a reputable organization 
like OOIDA check the lease 
purchase agreement before 
you sign on the dotted line. 
Also attend OOIDA’s Truck 
For Success Course.”

Movin’ Out: “What is 
your opinion of the driver 
shortage?”

Pugh: “The so-called 
‘driver shortage’ was creat-
ed by the big fleets.  Many 
of which have annual turn-
over rates of 90%+. They 
are churning over entry lev-
el drivers, some of whom 

leave the trucking industry 
after a short time.  They do 
this to keep wages artificial-
ly low.  If they would simply 
pay these men and women 
what they are worth, and 
not run them to death, they 
wouldn’t be leaving the in-
dustry.  With 400-500,000 
CDLs issued each year, 
there shouldn’t be a driv-
er shortage. As a conse-
quence, many drivers don’t 
drive long enough to gain 
the experience to operate 
the truck safely.”

Movin’ Out: “What are 
the best things going on in 
the trucking industry?”

Pugh: “The good 
hard-working men and 
women who drive trucks 
and move our nation.  They 
are true patriots, always 
there when America needs 
them  in good weather and 
bad, day or night, even 
during the Pandemic.”

Movin’ Out: “Thanks 
so much, Lewie for taking 
time out of your very busy 
schedule here at MATS to 
sit down and talk with me.”

The Owner-Operator In-
dependent Driver Associa-
tion (OOIDA) is a national 
organization standing up 
for the rights of Profession-
al Truck Drivers.  They are 
the owner-operators voice 
in Washington but stand up 
for the rights of ALL Pro-
fessional Truck Drivers.  To 
learn more about OOIDA, 
call 800-444-5791 or visit 
their website at www.ooida.
com

Washington, DC…   The 
O w n e r - O p e r a t o r 
Independent Drivers 
Association (OOIDA) today 
announced its opposition 
to the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
latest assault on small 
business truck drivers, 
which represent 96% of 
commercial motor carriers. 
The  Phase 3 Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions Standards 
for Heavy-Duty Vehicles 
Final Rule  effectively 
mandates that 25% of 
new heavy trucks sold in 
the United States be all-
electric by 2032.

“Small business truck-
ers, who happen to care 
about clean air for them-
selves and their kids as 
much as anyone, make up 
96% of trucking. Yet this 
administration seems dead 
set on regulating every lo-
cal mom and pop business 
out of existence with its 
flurry of unworkable envi-
ronmental mandates. This 
administration appears 

OOIDA Criticizes EPA Overreach, 
Effective EV Truck Mandate

more focused on placating 
extreme environmental 
activists who have never 
been inside a truck than 
the small business truckers 
who ensure that Americans 
have food in their grocery 
stores and clothes on their 
backs. If you bought it, a 
trucker brought it.”  – OOI-
DA President Todd Spen-
cer

In  official comments 
filed to the EPA  on June 
16, 2023, OOIDA outlined 
issues related to costs, the 
timeline, safety concerns 
and operational problems. 
The EPA Phase 3 rule is 
one of four key regulatory 
actions taken by the Biden 
Administration that could 
potentially put untenable 
pressure on small business 
truckers if allowed to take 
effect. 

The Regulatory War on 
Small Business Truckers

1.    EPA Phase 3 Green-
house Gas Emissions Stan-
dards for Heavy-Duty Vehi-
cles Final Rule

2.    EPA NOx Rule
3.        EPA Preemption 

Waivers for California
4.    FMCSA Speed Lim-

iter Mandate
The Owner-Operator 

Independent Drivers As-
sociation is the largest 
national trade association 
representing the interests 
of small-business trucking 
professionals and profes-
sional truck drivers. The 
Association represents 
approximately 150,000 
members nationwide in all 
fifty states that collective-
ly own and operate more 
than 240,000 individual 
heavy-duty trucks. OOIDA’s 
mission is to promote and 
protect the interests of its 
members on any issues 
that might impact their eco-
nomic well-being, working 
conditions, and the safe op-
eration of commercial mo-
tor vehicles on our nation’s 
highways. OOIDA was es-
tablished in 1973 and is 
headquartered in the great-
er Kansas City, Mo. area.
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 By Roger Clark
As readers of Movin’ 

Out Magazine learned 
recently, I retired from 
four decades of trucking 
last November. I liked re-
tirement because I was 
told to like it, but that 

A Likely Story - “Recruiting Gig”
lasted less than a month. 
When my wife started 
speaking to me again, I 
was already working the 
phones as a truck driver 
recruiter. 

It makes sense in a way, 
sort of like jumping out of 

a perfectly good airplane. 
It’s an opportunity to 
keep up with the industry 
while sharing decades of 
hard-won wisdom with 
new drivers searching for 
the perfect trucking job. 
I’m confident they can’t 
wait to hear about Hunt’s 
Point, Donner Pass, East 
Coast tolls, and North 
Dakota winters. 

  The reality of course 
is that won’t work, 
even with experienced 
drivers. Recently I had a 
conversation with a forty-
year-old dude who had 
been with six carriers in 
two years. Not a single 

termination was his fault, 
he assured me, and he 
was ready to work. Oh, 
and by the way, would I 
loan him two hundred 
dollars…

I could find him the 
perfect driving job. I 
represent carriers, after 
all, that hire felons, SAP 
drivers, fortune tellers, 
and job hoppers. I also 
represent carriers that 
wouldn’t touch him with 
a ten-foot pole, but then, 
they all have cash ad-
vances, even when we’re 
downwind from the fuel 
islands.

 But you know what the 

secret sauce is, just as I 
do, and that’s working 
hard, in an unforgiving 
industry. It’s listening 
carefully, following 
instructions, playing by 
the rules, and showing 
up on time. That’s a big 
ask, for some.

Here in the Midwest, 
there are driving jobs 
paying $20.00 per hour, 
listed right next to ads 
offering three times that 
much. What’s the differ-
ence? About thirty hours 
a week, I reckon, because 
there are 70 hours avail-
able on the ELD. All you 
have to do is make them 
all count.

  That’s the hard part 
of my job because my 
wife won’t let me lie. 
Somehow, I need to 
sell drivers on a job 
that can pay well—been 
there, done that—but 
not without sacrifice. It’s 
harder to do than it looks!

I took a call from a 
retired banker a while 
back, and he thought 
trucking six months a 
year would allow him to 
RV the rest of the time. 
He was serious about it, 
and I was trying to be, but 
the giggles gave me away. 
But you’d be proud of me. 
I laughed only from 9:00 
AM to 3:00 PM. 

  In another case, the 
potential recruit would 

work only in daylight, 
never on Sunday, always 
with a girlfriend, and 
never with his wife. We 
can work with that, but 
in the interest of full 
disclosure, we’re still 
searching. Reckon you’d 
want to know that!

Shortly after that, I 
talked with an experi-
enced hand who didn’t 
like vans (too much 
fingerprinting), or reef-
ers (because they were 
noisy), and couldn’t haul 
cars (because he was 
overweight) or pull a flat-
bed (because he wouldn’t 
roll tarps). He might have 
a point because I’ve nev-
er seen a fat car hauler!

  One of the 
requirements for getting 
a CDL, as you know, is 
reading and speaking 
English. Apparently, 
there’s some room for 
fudging because I’ve 
spoken with candidates 
from western Europe, far 
east Asia, and northern 
Turkey. When it comes 
to communicating with 
potential recruits, in-
cluding the neighbors 
I don’t like, I’m open to 
suggestions. If you have 
an idea or a plan, write 
to me!    Email:  roger-
clark437@gmail .com 
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By: Megan Magensky, 
Pennsylvania Motor 
Truck Association, Di-
rector of Communica-
tions

It’s that time of year 
again. School is al-
most out and we’re 
heading into the busy 
summer travel season. 

It’s a fact that peo-
ple travel more during 
the summer than any 
other time of year. 
This results in a shift 
in traffic flow. Instead 
of piling onto high-
ways during the typi-
cal morning and eve-
ning rush hours, folks 
are traveling at other 
times of day.

According to a AAA 
travel survey, about 84 
percent of Americans 
plan to travel in 2024, 
44 percent of people 
say they will be taking 
more vacations than 
last year. 

Nearly 40 percent 
of people responding 
to the survey say they 

Summer Travel is Heating Up
plan to drive instead 
of flying this year in an 
attempt to steer clear 
of sold-out flights, 
high costs and large 
crowds. 

Which means even 
more summer conges-
tion on the roads. 

The American 
Transportation Re-
search Institute 
(ATRI) releases a 
study every year that 
reveals the annual 
“Cost of Congestion” 
to the trucking indus-
try. 

This year the study 
showed congestion on 
U.S. highways added 
almost $95 billion in 
costs to the trucking 

industry because of 
driver compensation, 
fuel, repair and main-
tenance.

The study also 
shows Nevada, Louisi-
ana, Georgia and Cali-
fornia saw the largest 
increases in conges-
tion. 

Here are some 
things to keep in mind 
while driving in traffic: 

- Make smart driv-
ing decisions in heavy 
traffic

- Avoid aggressive 
driving and weaving 
from lane to lane.

- Keep a safe dis-
tance, at least three 
seconds, between you 
and the vehicle ahead 

of you. This will help 
you avoid frequent 
braking and rear end 
collisions.

- Watch the traffic 
ahead closely. When 
cars in front brake, 
take your foot off the 
accelerator to slow 
down gradually before 
you brake. Be cautious 
not to brake abruptly.

- Stay focused. Keep 
your mind on driving 
by avoiding distrac-
tions such as eating or 
using your cell phone.

On a personal note, 
I’ve been working with 
PMTA for almost one 
year. There are many 
things I’ve found my-
self in awe of in the 

trucking industry. One 
of them being a pro-
fessional driver’s abil-
ity to stay calm.

As I’ve learned more 
about how to drive 
around big trucks 
(something most driv-
ers are not taught!), 
and about our mem-
ber companies, I’ve 
become more aware 
of the trucks I’m driv-
ing alongside. Pro-
fessional drivers sit 
through traffic and 
deal with aggressive 

drivers daily. 
As someone who will 

admit to falling prey to 
my own feelings of mi-
nor road rage at times, 
it is unfathomable that 
professional drivers 
spend the time on 
the road they do and 
manage to stay calm 
through it all. 

Thank you for the 
work you do! 

Safe travels! 
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Walcott, IA … Iowa 
80 Truckstop is cel-
ebrating 60 years of 
serving America’s 
drivers in 2024 by 
sponsoring a $60,000 
cash giveaway as well 
as other prizes. The 
Iowa 80 60th Anni-
versary Sweepstakes 
kicks off April 1 and 
ends October 4, 2024. 

         Customers will 
receive a chance to 
win with purchases 
made at participating 
Iowa 80 Group loca-
tions, including the 
Iowa 80 Truckstop in 
Walcott, Iowa, Kenly 
95 Petro Truckstop 
in Kenly, North Caro-
lina, Joplin 44 Petro 
Truckstop in Joplin, 
Missouri, all Truck-
omat Truck Wash lo-
cations, Effingham 
Chrome Shop in Eff-
ingham, Illinois, and 
purchases made from 
www.Iowa80.Com, the 
online truck accesso-
ries superstore. The 
Sweepstakes is open 
to U.S. residents who 
are at least 18 years of 
age (other restrictions 
apply.) 

The Iowa 80 60th 
Anniversary Sweep-
stakes will run from 
April 1, 2024 – Octo-
ber 4, 2024. Entries 
will be made online 
at www.iowa80sweep-
stakes.com by creat-
ing an account and up-
loading a photo of the 
receipt. No purchase 
or payment necessary 
to enter or win. Open 
to legal residents of 
the 48 U.S./D.C., age 
18+. Void in AK, HI, 
outside the U.S./D.C. 
and where prohibited. 

Iowa 80 to Celebrate 60th 
Anniversary by Giving 
Away $60,000 in Cash!

Sweepstakes ends at 
11:59:59 PM CT on 
10/4/24. For full Offi-
cial Rules and details 
on how to register for 
the sweepstakes, how 
to enter with purchase 
or without purchase, 

WALCOTT, IA…   
Iowa 80 Truckstop is 
thrilled to announce 
that BlackHawk will 
be this year’s Friday 
night headliner for 
the 45th Anniver-
sary Walcott Truck-
ers Jamboree.  The 

BlackHawk to Take the 
Stage at 45th Annual 

Walcott Truckers 
Jamboree

prizes and odds of 
winning, visit www.
iowa80sweepstakes.
com.  Sweepstakes is 
sponsored by Iowa 80 
Group, Inc., 515 Ster-
ling Drive, Walcott, IA 
52773.

Walcott Truckers 
Jamboree is a sum-
mer event you won’t 
want to miss, featur-
ing an antique truck 
display, a Super 
Truck Beauty Con-
test, Iowa Porkchop 
cook out, exhibits, 

fireworks, and more! 
 “We look for-

ward to celebrating 
America’s truckers 
and the work they 
do each day to keep 
this country rolling.” 
Says Heather De-
Baillie, Vice Presi-
dent of Marketing. 
“We’re thrilled to 
welcome Black-
Hawk to the Iowa 
80 Truckstop this 
year.”  BlackHawk is 
set to take the stage 
on July 12th at 7:00 
pm. “You may rec-
ognize BlackHawk’s 
iconic sound from 
their hits “I’m Not 
Strong Enough to 
Say No”, “Goodbye 
Says It All”, and 
“Every Once In a 
While”. Also per-
forming on the main 
stage: Royale Lynn, 
Shane Profitt, Matt 
Stell, and Dani Lynn 
Howe Band. Check 
concert dates and 
times and the rest of 
the event schedule 
at www.truckersjam-
boree.com . 

The 45th Anniver-
sary Walcott Truck-
ers Jamboree, will 
be held July 11-13, 
2024, at Iowa 80 
Truckstop, I-80 Exit 
284, Walcott, Iowa.  
Admission and 
parking are FREE! 
Concerts are FREE!  
C o m p l i m e n t a r y 
shuttles will be pro-
vided from the park-
ing area to the event 
grounds.
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Brian and Thomas Da-
vis of Davis Brothers De-

Big Rig Build-Off Competition  Held At The 2024 
Mid-America Trucking Show

fourth-generation truck 
owner and the owner of 
Johnson Hill Customs, a 
full-service diesel repair 
and customization compa-
ny. 

Brian and Thomas Da-
vis were originally grain 
farmers, but now own a 
full-service custom semi 
shop based in Owensville, 
Indiana. 

Dustin Dickerson began 
his career in vehicle cus-
tomization and now owns 
Dickerson Custom Trucks, 
a full-service shop operat-
ing out of Thorntown, In-
diana. 

A special panel of judges 
evaluated each entry based 
on creativity, craftsman-
ship, and overall impact. 

Randy Stroup of First 
Class Services Inc spon-
sored this year’s Big Rig 
Build-Off. The competition 
was part of the 2024 PKY 
Championship and fea-
tured builders in a winner-
takes-all competition for a 
grand prize of $20,000. 

The featured builders, 
primarily past featured 
entrants in the PKY Truck 
Beauty Limited Mileage 
Category, created builds 
that highlight uniqueness 
and creativity. Competing 
in this event was Adam 
Johnson of Johnson Hill 
Customs, Dustin Dicker-
son of Dickerson Custom 
Trucks, and Brian and 
Thomas Davis of Davis 
Brothers Design.

Adam Johnson is a 

sign and their 2024 Peter-
bilt 389 (pictured above)

won the Big Rig Build-Off 
Competition held this 

past March during the 
Mid-America Trucking 
Show.

Big Rig Build by Adam Johnson of Johnson Hill Customs 

Big Rig Build by Dustin Dickerson of Dickerson Custom Trucks

- All photos by Dan Pollock - 
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Life has changed in so 
many ways due the culture 
in which we live and the 
negative impact that still 
exists from the Pandemic. 

What has not changed 
is the mindset I see in so 

From The Chaplain’s Desk

By  Ron Fraser, Transport for Christ President 
 

many men and women 
about the existence of God.

It always seemed very 
logical to me to believe 
in God; how else can you 
explain how the universe 
got started? Why do some 

people refuse to believe 
in God, in spite of the evi-
dence? 

People who deny that 
God exists may give sev-
eral reasons for their un-
belief. For example, they 
may say they reject God 
because they can’t under-
stand why He doesn’t do 
something about all the 
evil in the world. Or they 
may say they’re turned off 
by the hypocrisy of Chris-
tians they’ve known.

But the real reason most 
deny God’s existence can 
be summarized in one 
word: pride. They want to 
run their own lives, and 
they don’t want anyone—
especially God—to inter-
fere with the way they’re 
living. They want to be in 
control of everything they 
do, and they know that 
if they were to believe in 
God, they’d have to change 
their lifestyle. Instead of 
living by their own list of 
what’s right and wrong, 
they’d have to take serious-
ly God’s moral standards.

To live without God, 
however, is to live without 
hope—hope for His pres-
ence with us right now, and 
hope for eternity. Instead 
of knowing that God has 
put us here for a purpose, 
they end up living without 
any ultimate meaning in 
life. No wonder the Psalm-
ist declared, “The fool says 
in his heart, ‘There is no 
God’ ” (Psalm 14:1).
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Carlisle, PA … Family fun 
abounds at the  2024 Carl-
isle Truck Nationals  and 
this year, the fun is taken to 
an all-new level with the ad-
dition of  two new monster 
trucks.   The annual excite-
ment offers car-crushing 
thrills and it’s all happening 
August 2-4 at the Carlisle 
PA Fairgrounds.   More 
than a dozen cars will for-
ever be augmented by way 
of Avenger and Brutus; 
each making their first-ever 
appearance at Carlisle and 
the truck event.   They’ll be 
flanked by a monster ride 
truck; the Virginia Giant, 
making it an interactive 
showcase for guests of all 
ages.

 Monster truck rides are 
ongoing throughout the 
weekend, with shows 
happening on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday.   

2024 Carlisle Truck Nationals Welcome Metal-Crushing Monster Trucks 
Avenger and Brutus Set to Square Off, Crush Cars, and Wow the Crowd

Avenger

Brutus

Rides are backed by 
monster truck Hall of 
Fame driver Diehl Wilson, 
with Wilson also serving 
as emcee and host of the 
monster truck shows.   As 
the shows go, Avenger and 
Brutus will take center 
stage, crushing the cars 
with an adrenaline-filled 
burst of acceleration 
followed by a mighty crash 
onto the prone vehicles.  

  These family-friendly 
activities have been 
commonplace at the truck 
show since its inaugural 
year in 1991 and with each 
year, comes a new set of 
trucks and a new batch of 
drivers.   But, who exactly 
are Avenger and Brutus?

 Avenger will be driven by 
Columbus, Michigan native 
Jon Koehler, while Brutus is 
piloted by his dad Jim.   
Each truck has ties to the 

Monster Jam circuit, with 
Brutus having a 20-year 
run on the tour.  Brutus was 
a World Finals Freestyle 
Champion in 2003 and has 
earned Extreme Air of the 
Year recognition almost 
annually since 2012. 

 As mentioned above, the 
Virginia Giant ride truck is 
owned by former Monster 
Jam regular Diehl Wilson.   
It’s cool because it’s 
interactive.   It’s interactive 
because guests can climb 
aboard the iconic truck and 
go for a heart-pounding, 
car-crushing, no-hold-
barred edge-of-their-seat 
ride.   Ride, crush, enjoy 
and repeat!

 A ticket for the Carlisle 
Truck Nationals is just $15 
with kids 12 and under 
FREE.   All monster truck 
shows are FREE with 
admission to the grounds, 
though a nominal fee does 
apply for rides on the 
Virginia Giant.   Seating 
goes quickly for each show, 
so guests are encouraged 
to arrive early, enjoy all 
that the truck show has 
to offer, and then find a 
spot.   Complete details on 
truck weekend including 
how to show a truck or 
buy spectator admission 
tickets at a discount online 
can also be found at www.
CarlisleEvents.com  or by 
calling 717-243-7855.

Virginia Giant
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by: Mike McGough
He had no specific plan 

for what he wanted to do 
after high school, so he 
decided to take a gap year 
and check out some pos-
sibilities. He also needed 
to build up some savings. 

Something to Think About - What’s Right
Shortly after graduation, 
he went to work in a local 
drug store. It was one of the 
larger retail drug stores in 
his neighborhood. In addi-
tion to the pharmacy, this 
store offered a wide array 
of other products. He start-

ed stocking shelves and 
working at the front regis-
ters. 

When one of the pharm-
techs who assisted the 
pharmacists was trans-
ferred to another store, he 
was asked to fill in tempo-
rarily. He enjoyed working 
in the pharmacy. He was a 
quick study, so he picked up 
on procedures in no time at 
all. Although he was always 
under the supervision of a 
pharmacist, he had demon-
strated that he was a real 
asset. As the end of his first 
year approached, the lead 
pharmacist asked if she 
and one of the other phar-
macists could take him to 
lunch. He agreed.  

He was flattered by the 
compliments they offered 
as lunch began, but that 
wasn’t why they were there. 
They also outlined some re-
cent changes in health care 

procedures affecting phar-
macists. They explained 
that the field of pharmacy 
was evolving and the role 
of pharmacists in compre-
hensive healthcare systems 
was expanding continuous-
ly. Then they began sharing 
why they had invited him 
to lunch. It was a potential 
game changer for him.

They told him that the 
store’s corporate office has 
a program whereby em-
ployees can apply for assis-
tance with tuition and oth-
er costs, if they’re part of 
a college or university pro-
gram leading to a doctorate 
in pharmacy—a PharmD. 
They told him that they 
didn’t need an answer right 
then, but really wanted him 
to consider the possibility. 
As their lunch continued, 
the lead pharmacist ex-
plained why they thought 
this might be a good oppor-
tunity for him. 

“You clearly have the in-

tellect and aptitude to han-
dle a pharmacy program, 
and you seem to be a good 
fit in the pharmacy. You ap-
pear to be comfortable, and 
you’re a real asset. They’re 
all important factors, but 
you have something extra 
that we’ve all noticed and 
really like about you. You 
always seem to be focused 
on what’s right instead of 
what’s wrong.”  She then 
shared a very poignant ex-
ample.  

“About a month ago a 
customer was standing 
waiting to have his prescrip-
tions filled. It was obvious 
that he was still recovering 
from a lengthy hospital stay. 
As you were giving him his 
prescriptions, you said how 
nice it was that he was out, 
was feeling better, was able 
to be on his own, and was 
getting back to his routine. 
If you recall, he smiled, 
thanked you, and offered 
a slow but heart-felt fist 
bump. To be very honest 
with you, we’ve lost track of 
the number of times you’ve 
had similar encounters 
with people coming to the 
pharmacy.”

Then the other phar-
macist added, “A PharmD 
program is going to pro-
vide you with the academ-
ic knowledge, technical 
proficiencies, professional 
skills, and essential experi-
ences needed to be a good 
pharmacist. What can’t be 
taught are the soft skills, 
the interpersonal talents, 
the knack for looking to 
find something right in situ-
ations where what’s wrong 
seems to loom so large. 
You’ve got that, and 21st 

century health care needs 
all the practitioners it can 
find to make that a big part 
of what drives what we do.”  

Later that year, he en-
rolled in a program leading 
to a doctorate in pharmacy. 
After four years of inten-
sive course work, lab work 
that’s been both interesting 
and challenging, and an 
array of experiences in the 
various fields of pharma-
ceutical sciences, he’s with-
in two years of completion. 
Time and time again, he 
reminds himself how hap-
py he is to have the oppor-
tunity to be involved in this 
field of study.  And there 
is little doubt that the field 
of pharmacy is going to be 
pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to welcome him to 
their ranks.

Regardless of what job, 
line of work, or career you 
pursue in life, do it from a 
positive perspective.  Look 
for what’s right. When you 
focus on what’s wrong, 
that’s what you’ll tend to 
see. When you focus on 
what’s right, that’s what 
you’ll tend to see. That fo-
cus not only impacts the 
way you go through your 
days, but it can impact how 
you interact with others, 
as they’re trying to make it 
through their days. 

When we see someone 
who looks disgruntled, we 
often ask, “What’s wrong?” 
The next time you encoun-
ter someone who isn’t hav-
ing a great day, consider 
offering them something 
positive or something that’s 
going right to think about. 
You may just lighten their 
day!  
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By Robert Conrad
It’s hard to believe that 

Ben Schultze’s K-Dub is 
over 20 years old, but it 
has plenty of “Midwest 
Cool” from the front 
bumper to the tail lights 
on the 305” wheelbase! 

Ben gave the truck a 
complete facelift after he 
purchased it in 2020. He 
bought the truck from a 

Ben Schultze

driver who was leased 
on with Commercial Ser-
vices, the same company 
his father, Scott Schul-
tze, was driving for until 
2002. Scott Schultze 
actually purchased Com-
mercial Services in 2002, 
moving it to Algona, IA, & 
brought his son Ben on 
board to work with him. 
Ben credits his dad for 

getting him into trucking 
and he says it was actual-
ly his dad’s idea to “go all 
out” on this build since 
they purchased the truck 
so cheap. 

Ben ended up selling 
his ‘06 KW W-900 to 
help fund the project, 
and he drove a compa-
ny truck for Commercial 
Services for several years 
during the build. He says 
it was a learning process, 
as they built a number 
of parts themselves, in-
cluding the deck plate & 
rear bumper. Ben even 
painted the dash & sev-
eral other interior parts 
in house! The end result 

was a 2003 with over 2.3 
million miles on it that 
now looks factory fresh!

 Power comes from a 
CAT 6NZ motor paired 
up with an 18 speed, and 
Ben says he hauls refrig-
erated freight, primarily 
for Hormel, around the 
Midwest. 

He wanted to thank 
Damon, Dacoda, and 
Jace (seen in our pho-
to) for helping build the 
truck, along with Tyler at 
Van Der Zwaag Customs 
for the paint work, EAG 
Custom Upholstery for 
their interior work, and 
JR Schleuger & Lifetime 
Nut Covers for all the 
custom items. Ben also 
thanks his mom (Chris) 
& dad, his wife Tana, and 
his kids Lauren, Molly, & 
Emerson for all of their 
love & support in his 
trucking journey. 

Movin Out sends a big 
round of applause out to 
Ben for all of his hard 
work that helped turn this 
‘03 KW into a showstop-
per that defines Working 
Show truck perfectly!!
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