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9th Annual Eau Claire Big Rig Truck Show

This sharp looking tractor/tanker combo from Caledonia Haulers was one of the many trucks at the 2018 9th Annual Eau Claire Big 
Rig Truck Show.  -Turn to pages 16 & 17 for story and more photos from the show.  photo courtesy of Eau Claire Big Rig Truck Show - 

PINEY FLATS, TN… If 
you are tired of high caloric, 
non-nutritious fast or just 
don’t have time to stop for a 
sit-down meal, Chef 5 Minute 
Meals is the solution to your 
dining dilemma.  The company 
offers 8 different meals that 

Spring weather can be un-
predictable, but regular main-
tenance checks can help you 
prepare your truck to handle 
anything, from a surprise snow 
storm to spring showers. Now 
is the perfect time to assess the 
impact winter has had on your 
truck in order to stay prepared 
for unexpected weather and 
to help avoid unnecessary 
downtime. 

Proper tire maintenance is 
essential to your safety, fuel 
economy and uptime. This is 
especially true during volatile 

Spring Maintenance and Preparing 
for Last Minute Snow Storms

weather conditions. Protect 
one of your biggest investments 
with routine tire checks and 
thorough pre-trip inspections. 

Check your inflation levels, 
tread depth and look for any 
visible damage or debris stuck 
in wheel components. Cold 
weather naturally causes tire 
PSI to drop; for every 10 degree 
change in air temperature, 
your tire pressure can change 
by one to three PSI. With the 
unpredictable air temperatures 
common in spring, it’s a crucial 
time to keep tabs on your tire 

pressure. Also look for steam 
or melted snow coming off 
wheel hubs, as this could in-
dicate your wheel bearings are 
overheating. If necessary, give 
your tires a warm wash before 
inspecting them, as this can 
help you identify any potential 
warning signs of damage. 

Whether your next route 
takes you through snow, rain 
or sunshine, these pre-trip 
checks can help reveal any 
tire damage that may have 
been hiding beneath snow or 

No Kitchen? No Problem!  
Hot Meals In 5 Minutes!

self-heat in just 5 minutes using 
an innovative patent-pending 
heating system.  No microwave, 
stove or hot water is needed.  
Chef 5 Minute Meals are pre-
pared in a pressure-cooking 
system that eliminates 100% of 
food borne bacteria and, there-

fore, require no refrigeration 
and have a 3-year shelf life. The 
company plans to introduce a 
Mac and Cheese, and several 
other new meal selections in 
the near future.

Chef 5 Minute Meals is the 
continued on page 10 continued on page 10
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WASHINGTON, DC… – In 
coordination with National 
Human Trafficking Awareness 
month, Truckers Against Traf-
ficking (TAT) unveiled its 2019 
Everyday Heroes Kenworth 
T680, at a press conference held 
recently at the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C.

 On a brisk and snow-
covered day in Washington, 50 
members of the national media 
and sponsors of the Everyday 
Heroes Kenworth T680 turned 
out for a chance to listen to 
speakers, get a first-hand look 
at the special TAT Kenworth 
T680, and take a look inside 

Truckers Against Trafficking Reveals “Everyday Heroes” 
Kenworth T680 in Washington, D.C.

the Freedom Drivers Project, 
a mobile display featuring a 
video and artifacts from human 
trafficking survivors.

 Featured speakers explained 
the importance of stopping 
human trafficking and the need 
to continue to raise awareness 
about the crime. The speakers 
included Kendis Paris, Truckers 
Against Trafficking executive 
director and co-founder; Kevin 
Baney, Kenworth assistant 
general manager of sales and 
marketing; Don Blake, new 
truck sales manager, Inland 
Kenworth – Phoenix; U.S. Rep. 
Andy Biggs (Arizona); Karl 

Racine, District of Columbia 
attorney general; and John 
McKown, UPS driver and TAT 
ambassador.

  “The press conference was 
held to help raise awareness for 
human trafficking, and we ac-
complished that goal through 
our Everyday Heroes Ken-
worth T680 and the Freedom 
Drivers Project,” said Inland 
Kenworth’s Don Blake, who 
serves as a TAT board member. 
“There was even a local driver 
who passed by and decided to 
pull his rig over to check out 
our special truck. He was in-
spired after learning about the 

program, and wants to become 
TAT trained and to encourage 
others at his company to do so 
as well.”

 Those in attendance had the 
opportunity to look through the 
Freedom Drivers Project. “One 
woman told me that the Freedom 
Drivers Project was incredible, 
but the only thing missing was a 
box of tissues,” said Blake. “As 
sad as it is to walk through the 
exhibit, it really does portray 
how terrible the crime of human 
trafficking is today. Hopefully, 
with the help of TAT trained 
members, we may one day bring 
an end to this crime.”

 Since its founding in 2009, 
over 680,000 people have 
become TAT educated and 
trained. With over 3.5 million 
truck drivers in the U.S. alone, 
drivers are considered the eyes 
and ears of the road. Drivers 
like John McKown, who is TAT 
trained and a driver for UPS, is 
one of those drivers looking to 
make a difference.

  “I’m a fighter against human 
trafficking. This is where it 
gets tough because I’m a dad, 
a grandpa, an uncle, and a great 
uncle. But, more importantly, 
I’m in this fight to bring aware-
ness to this horrible crime and 
someday, somehow make a 
difference in someone’s life,” 
said McKown. 

 The Everyday Heroes 
Kenworth T680 is designed 
to raise awareness for human 
trafficking, and encourage 
other drivers on the road to 
report suspicious activity to the 
National Human Trafficking 
Hotline (1-888-3737-888).

 More information is avail-
able on the TAT website (www.
truckersagainsttrafficking.

 Fighting human trafficking 
takes money to fund, and that is 
why the 2019 Everyday Heroes 
truck was built – as a fundraiser 
to offset TAT program costs. 
The Kenworth T680, valued at 
$162,000 will be auctioned off 
live on Ritchie Bros., site in 
Phoenix on May 17.

According to TAT, 2,250 calls 
have been made to the national 
hotline by truckers which have 
helped identify over 1,100 
victims of human trafficking, 
many of whom are kids.

“At the office of attorney 
general, we see kids every day 
and sadly we see kids who are 
victims of human trafficking,” 
said Racine. “One of the earlier 
speakers spoke of the need to 
curtail trafficking by ending 
demand. The only way we can 
do that is if we enlist more eyes 
and ears on the roads, at the 
hotel, and at the transportation 
sites throughout this country.”

The special  Kenworth 
T680 is fully loaded with 
a 76-inch sleeper, 485-hp 
PACCAR MX-13 engine, and 
PACCAR 12-speed automated 
transmission.
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Off The Beaten Path
by Pam Pollock

Back in the late fall, I maybe/
kind of/ sorta got my not-quite-
2-years-old grandson hooked 
on monster trucks.  I don’t even 
know how that happened, but 
it did.  Soon we were watching 
Blaze and the Monster Ma-
chines DVDs and perusing the 
toy aisles for monster trucks.  
He was ecstatic to receive a 
very large Grave Digger truck 
for Christmas.  My husband 
and I surprised him on his 
2nd birthday in January with 
tickets to go to the Monster 
Jam Truck Show in February 
in Pittsburgh.  His oldest sis-
ter declared that there was no 
way that she was attending the 
show, but his other older sister 
excitedly said that she would be 
attending.  (His baby sister was 
too little to go.)

The show was 6 days ago.  
We all donned our Monster 
Jam shirts and gathered our Pit 
Passes and made the hour-long 
trek down to the ‘Burgh.  We 
were novices and it showed.  We 
didn’t get the autograph book, 
nor did we have an assortment 
of colored sharpie pens in our 
backpack.  We did, however, 
pony up the exorbitant fee for 
the snowcones in the collector 
Grave Digger cups.  We plowed 
through the piles of dirt and 
oohed and ahhhed at the 
trucks, which did indeed have 
monstrous sized tires.  We stood 
in some lines and met drivers, 
Kayla Blood, the driver of the 
Soldier Fortune truck was ex-
tremely friendly and nice and 
very kind to the kids.  Althea 
was sporting what can only 
be described as a diva outfit 
complete with a Piggie hat and 
a pink and white fur jacket and 
glitter sneakers.  Drivers and 
fans alike complimented her 
on her attire!

Declan was overcome with 
excitement when we got to our 
seats and the show began.  His 
favorite truck was “Zombie.” 
He yelled and shook his fists 
whenever Zombie would make 
its run up the ramp and its 
zombie arms would wave and 
bounce.  

Althea picked “Grave Digger” 
as her favorite.  She would shyly 
wave and whisper, “Hiiiiii” as 
Grave Digger roared around 
the track.  

Gaga (me) had two favorite 
trucks – I liked El Toro Loco, 
the truck who resembled a bull.  

Sky Wheelies, Ridin’ The Wave, 
Pogos and Burn Outs!

Althea, Steve and Declan with Kayla Blood, driver of the Sol-
dier Fortune Monster Jam Truck.

I loved how it would snort and 
steam would come out of its 
“nostrils”.  I also liked Soldier 
Fortune.  Kayla Blood is a 
phenomenal driver.  She tack-
led that track with gusto and 
was such a fierce competitor. I 
don’t know who Pap’s favorite 
truck/driver was because it was 
so loud and noisy that I could 
not hear him, and he was only 

siting two seats away from me!
I will confess that I really did 

not know what a Monster Jam 
Truck Show was supposed to 
entail.  I thought there would be 
lots of races and slamming into 
each other.  That didn’t happen 
and I was a little bummed out.  
The track at the PPG Paints 
Arena was smaller than some 
of the other venues, so we 
didn’t see the big jumps and car 
crushing that other shows have.  
A couple of the trucks did roll 
over during our show.  Was it 
wrong of me to cheer for that?

My favorite part of the show 
was the Freestyle Performance 
where the drivers took the 
trucks through a series of 
tricks.  It was unreal to watch 
the drivers maneuver and tilt 
their trucks up until the entire 
truck was standing up on its 
front bumper/hood!

There’s a whole other lan-
guage for Monster Jam Truck 
aficionados, here’s some terms 
that I never knew existed until 
now:

Auger In – When a truck 
crashes nose first, also called 
a “nose plant”

Bite – Traction from the tires
Blower – This forces air and 

fuel into the engine to create 
more power

Burn Out – Clearing mud by 
spinning the tires

Case It – When the peak of 
the obstacle hits the lowest part 
of the truck frame

Cut Tires – Process (com-
pleted by hand) of shaving off 
tire thread for traction

Cyclone – A donut at high-
speed

Dry Hop – Clearing the 
starting line of loose debris by 
doing a burnout

Endo – A crash where the 
vehicle rolls end-over-end

Four Link – Adjustable 
suspension of a monster truck

Hammer – The throttle
Headers – Pipes for free-ex-

haust flow
Hole Shot – The first 

truck off the starting line
Hook Up – Accelerating 

quickly to getting traction
Hooking Clay – Track dirt 

that helps with traction
Nitrogen-Charged Shocks 

– Shock absorbers filled with 
nitrogen

Pogo – When a truck bounc-
es on rear tires while doing a 
wheelie

Power Out – Using acceler-
ation to keep from rolling over

Riding the Wave – Bouncing 
on the front tires

Roll Cage – Steel safety 
structure surrounding the 
driver

Sky Wheelie – A truck stand-
ing straight up with tires in air 
at a 90-degree angle

Slap Wheelie – Front of 

the truck comes down from a 
wheelie and then goes back up

Teeter – Front tires are in the 
air while rear tires rock from 
side to side

Walk It – Single-tire wheel-
ie involving hopping back and 
forth between the rear tires

Wheelie – When front wheels 
are up in the air and the truck 
is driving on its rear tires

You’ll have to excuse me 
now, I have to get my El Toro 
Loco truck (yes, I now have 
my very own toy monster jam 
truck!) ready to hole shot onto 
the track.   I plan on doing lots 
of cyclones and I hope I don’t 
auger in or endo.  I want to 
ride the wave while teetering 
and pogo’ing.  I might even 
do some sky and slap wheelies!

El Toro Loco performing during the Freestyle Competition.
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 KIRKLAND, WA…  Kenworth 
announced that the company 
is the exclusive truck OEM 
sponsor for the 28th PKY Truck 
Beauty Championship March 
28-30 at the Mid-America 
Trucking Show (MATS) in 
Louisville, Ky. The beauty 
contest is named in memory of 
Paul K. Young, who founded 
MATS in 1972.

 “Kenworth has been a part 
of the Mid-America Trucking 
Show from the very beginning. 
As the manufacturer of the 
industry’s most iconic trucks 
on the highway, it only makes 
sense for Kenworth’s involve-
ment in the beauty contest at 
MATS that showcases the very 
best custom trucks in North 
America,” said Kurt Swihart, 

Kenworth is Exclusive Truck OEM 
Sponsor of PKY Truck Beauty 
Championship at 2019 MATS

Kenworth marketing director. 
“For anyone interested in 
trucks, this PKY Truck Beauty 
Championship is spectacular. 
The competition showcases 
trucks of the past and present 
in so many categories, from 
working trucks to purely show 
trucks. It’s a must-see and a true 
highlight.”

New this year are the “Top 
Three Kenworths in the Show” 
awards that recognize the top 
three Kenworth trucks in the 
PKY Truck Beauty Champi-
onship. The “Top Three Ken-
worth” owners in the show 
will receive a trophy, and a 
prize provided by Kenworth 
and PACCAR Parts. Kenworth 
will also present the “Top Three 
Kenworth” owners with an 

all-expenses paid trip for two 
people to Ohio for a personal, 
red-carpet tour of the Kenworth 
Chillicothe plant, where Ken-
worth employees produce the 
World’s Best Trucks®.

 “We’re excited about the 
special category that will 
recognize Kenworth owners 
and their special vehicles,” 
Kenworth owners always come 
out strong to MATS and show-
case their trucks, especially 
the legacy W900 with its long, 
distinguished history. We hope 
to see several of our newest 
model, the Kenworth W990, 
as well,” said Swihart.

 “It’s always great to see 
a sea of Kenworths that look 
as good today as when they 
rolled off the assembly line,” 

Swihart said. “And, with all 
the chrome and aftermarket 
additions Kenworth owners 
add, the trucks transition from 
a great-looking working truck 
to one that makes us stand back 
and say, wow!”

 The presentation of the 
“Top Three Kenworths” winners 
will be a part of the PKY Truck 
Beauty Championship awards 
ceremony, which is scheduled 
for Saturday, March 30, at 10 
a.m. in South Wing Conference 
Room B101.

 For more information 
on the PKY Beauty Truck 
Championship, visit the 2019 
Mid-America Trucking Show 
website (www.truckingshow.
com/pky-truck-beauty).

WASHINGTON… THE  In-
ternational Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, Teamsters Local 
848 and truck drivers for global 
companies have filed suit in the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit, challenging the 
Department of Transportation’s 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration’s decision to 
preempt California’s meal 
and rest break guarantees for 
workers.

The petition filed today re-
quests that the court reverse 
the Department of Transpor-

Teamsters Challenge DOT Preemption 
Of California’s Meal And Rest Break 

tation (DOT)’s decision in its 
entirety due to the adverse 
impact it would have on thou-
sands of workers and highway 
safety in California.

In addition to the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Team-
sters headquartered in Wash-
ington, D.C., and Teamsters 
Local 848 in Long Beach, Calif., 
and truck drivers for Sysco Cor-
poration, NFI Industries, XPO 
Logistics and Pac 9 Transpor-
tation signed on as petitioners.

Teamsters Local 2785 in San 
Francisco previously filed a pe-

tition for review with the Ninth 
Circuit, seeking a reversal of the 
DOT’s ruling.

The DOT decision would 
preempt California law which 
provides truck drivers with a 
10-minute rest break after four 
hours of driving and a 30-min-
ute meal break after five hours.

 Teamsters Local 848 rep-
resents about 7,200 workers 
in Southern California, many 
of whom are commercial truck 
drivers whose meal and rest 
breaks could be impacted.

  “Truck drivers keep our 

economy running. I deliver 
food to hospitals and schools, 
loading and unloading up to 
40,000 pounds in a single run. 
California’s meal and rest break 
laws protect drivers like me 
from drowsy driving and injury, 
and keep our roads safe. That’s 
why I am joining other drivers 
as a petitioner and asking the 
court to reverse the DOT’s 
decision,” said Charles “Lucky” 
Lepins, a member of Local 848 
at Sysco.
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High Performance Diesels
with Bruce Mallinson 

Be careful squeezing the 
nickel when it comes to pre-
ventative maintenance on the 
truck that makes your living 
possible and supplies your 
family with a car, food, and a 
roof over their heads.  What 
is the most important item in 
your life? This torsional damper 
which we removed from an ISX 
has 680,000 miles on it. The 
silicone fluid has been hard for 
quite some time negating the 
purpose of the damper, to re-
move torsional vibrations. The 
following is a list of what fails 
when the torsional damper has 

outlived its useful life: broken 
crankshafts, broken camshafts, 
broken alternator brackets, 
broken AC compressor brack-
ets, broken flywheel bolts, 
broken flywheel housing bolts, 
knocking the springs out of the 
clutch disc, broken input shaft 
of the transmission, worn out 
U-joints and carrier bearing.  I 
want you to think about this 
Kenworth with the destroyed 
torsional damper.  We are 
replacing the damper, install-
ing the mercury filled engine 
balancer and the timing case 
cover. But what else is about to 

fail? This truck could turn out 
to be a mechanical disaster. It 
would be interesting to follow 
the failures of this truck for 
the next 5 years. Think about 
the word “LEMON”, how many 
times have you heard someone 
say their truck is a LEMON.  
Was it? Or were the problems 
created because of a faulty 
torsional damper.  Something 
else to think about, the person 
assembling this engine at the 
factory could have dropped 
this damper thus putting a 
dent into the outer cover and 
rendering the damper useless.  

Maybe it was dropped at the 
damper manufacturing facility 
or during transit.  If your engine 
isn’t running smooth, don’t 
ignore the problem, it will only 
manifest into greater problems. 

Our dyno is our best diag-
nostic tool when it comes those 
hard to find issues. We recently 
had a customer visit us because 
his CAT 6NZ was bucking, 
sputtering, hesitating, and gen-
erally running rough. When we 
ran it on the dyno, we found this 
was no stock 6NZ, but a fully 
built motor with a performance 
cam and marine injectors. It put 
down 840 HP and 2500 TQ on 
the first pull all while running 
rough. Once we reviewed the 
data, the source of the problem 
became clear. Fuel pressure was 
dropping from about 90psi to 
30psi from before the cylinder 
head to after the cylinder head. 
With a sight glass in the fuel 
line, we verified there was air 
in the fuel. After some more 
digging, we found the primary 
air filter housing was cracked 
letting air in the fuel. As for 
the lack of fuel pressure and/or 
volume, it had stock fuel lines 
and fuel pump and it seemed 
those marine injectors demand 
more fuel volume/pressure 
than what is standard for a 
6nz. The customer opted to 
make the repairs himself. For 
experimental purposes we put a 
FASS system on that increased 
fuel pressure and reduced air 
in the system. The result was 
870 WHP and 2600 WTQ which 
means this 6NZ was making 
1,000 flywheel HP (accounting 
for 15% drivetrain loss). We 
encourage owner operators 
to save money by learning to 
repair their own trucks, but if 
you get stuck with a problem 
you just can’t figure out bring 
your truck in. We’ll help you 
figure it out and put you back 

on track. 
Fuel mileage, cruise control
Do you drive your truck, 

or does it drive you? We all 
love cruise control; however, 
it’s best used in automobiles, 
empty pickup trucks, and 
motorcycles. Anything pulling 
a trailer should very seldom 
use cruise control unless you 
are on dead level terrain or 
slight downhill.  If you listen 
to our radio show with Kevin 
Rutherford (The Power Hour, 
on Tuesdays from noon to 2 pm 
EST), all the owner operators 
that call in and complain about 
poor fuel mileage do not have 
a turbo boost gauge or do not 
know what it means.  My first 
question is always, “how much 
boost do you use when driving 
on the level and the wind is 
not blowing.” Many times, the 
answer is, “this is an old fleet 
truck and it didn’t come with 
a boost gauge.” My friends, the 
boost gauge kit is $68.00 and is 
very easy to install, in fact you 
can install it in your driveway 
or truck stop parking lot. If 
they have the boost gauge the 
answer is usually around 18 psi 
on the level.  My fellow trucking 
friends, there is NO fuel mileage 
at 18 or more psi of boost on 
the level.  There could be many 
reasons why it is taking all that 
boost to move the rig at the 
speed you have chosen.  First, 
try slowing down 5 mph and see 
if the turbo boost drops 5 psi 
or more. Here is a list of other 
possibilities: the turbocharger 
on the engine could be too 
small creating too much back 
pressure, the mufflers could 
be clogged or too restrictive, 
the tires have high rolling re-
sistance, the gap between the 
trailer and cab is too far (air can 
only jump 36 inches at highway 
speed), the load is pulling hard 

or the trailer is loaded wrong, 
the exhaust manifold is stock 
and will not allow the exhaust 
to escape from the engine, 
the truck is geared wrong, a 
bad ECM program, or you are 
NOT paying attention to the 
boost gauge and using cruise 
control and the terrain is 
rolling. I feel driving is 66% of 
fuel mileage. Recently I had an 
owner-operator call and could 
not drive his DDEC5 under 18 
psi of boost on the level, he 
was from Minnesota and never 
gets East so I could not see the 
truck.  We have long conversa-
tions and I realized someone 
installed a 12.7 turbo on his 
14-liter engine. I shipped him 
the performance turbo we use 
on a 14-liter Detroit and with 
the same load and speed, his 
boost went from 18 psi to 8 psi.  
That was a gain of 1.25 mpg, 
less exhaust gas temperature, 
and a more free running truck.  
If your engine has EGR and 
equipped with a Variable 
Geometry (VG) Turbocharger, 
the variable geometry section 
of the turbine housing may 
not be opening properly, soon 
enough or not enough.  All 
three symptoms will lower 
the fuel mileage, cause the 
truck to drag, and increase the 
exhaust gas temperature.  Our 
engineering department can 
design an ECM program for 
your engine and your driving 
conditions.  As you can see, 
many items determine fuel 
mileage, it’s up to YOU to make 
the changes to your truck and 
your driving style to improve 
your fuel mileage.     

Written by:  Bruce Mal-
linson and Andrew Wilson, 
Pittsburgh Power Inc.,  3600 
S. Noah Dr.  Saxonburg, Pa. 
16056 Phone 724-360-4080 
Website: Pittsburghpower.
com     
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Understanding Oil 
Contaminants

by Tom Bock

The questions I get most 
often: is why does motor oil 
need to be changed? Why does 
it lose the ability to protect the 
engine? The simple answer is if 
you can keep the oil clean it does 
not require periodic changes. 

Since the early 1900’s we 
have known that the base 
oil does not break down, it 
becomes contaminated with 
solid and liquid contaminants 
and the additive package loses 
potency to properly protect 
the engine. The used oil can 
be recycled as a base oil, by 
removing the contaminants 
and reformulating the oil 
with a new additive package.  
The additives in lube oil 
fail when oil is over heated, 
contaminated with liquids 
(fuel, water, antifreeze) or 
solid particulates (soot, wear 
metals) that cause the oil to 
lose the ability to properly 
protect the engine from metal 
on metal wear damage. Keeping 
oil free of these contaminants 
and maintaining proper oil 
levels will reduce the rate of 
deterioration of your oil and 
keep the engine running more 
efficiently.

Having a failure of a cooling 
system with a blown hose or 

defective cooling fan will cause 
overheating issues, as well as 
pulling a heavy load upgrade 
for an extended period of 
time.  The number one reason 
for overheating occurs when 
the engine oil levels are not 
properly maintained and there 
is insufficient oil to properly 
dissipate the heat caused by 
combustion.  A close second is 
the flow of oil not maintained 
at normal operating flow 
rates. This is due to oil filter 
or galley way blockage caused 
by sludge, defective oil pump, 
improperly maintained oil 
filters or oil leakage. Engines 
today run hotter with double 
turbochargers and some 
engines are experiencing 
gelling issues in filters caused 
by antifreeze intrusion that 
restricts flow and lowers oil 
pressure.  Checking and topping 
off oil frequently, changing 
filters timely, maintaining 
engine to avoid leaks and paying 
attention to oil pressure will 
usually prevent overheating 
issues. Remember, running 
one gallon low reduces 10% of 
the engine’s oil, placing extra 
stress on the remaining oil to 
dissipate heat.  

 Solid contaminants, soot, 
dirt, and wear metals will 
eventually accumulate in 
quantities that will affect the 
oil’s ability to properly flow 
and dissipate heat.  Soot, dirt, 
oil and water will create sludge 
that blocks galley ways and 
filter operation. Wear metals 
will become trapped between 
tolerances and cause additional 
wear. Using a good quality full 

flow filter with a secondary by 
pass filter will help decrease 
the accumulation and allow 
for longer useful life of the oil.

L iquid  contaminants ; 
water, diesel fuel and glycol 
contaminate oil causing 
the formation of  ac id , 
increasing oxidation, sludge 
and deterioration of additive 
chemicals. The water reacts 
with the sulfur and nitrogen in 
oil to form sulfuric and nitric 
acids as well as adding oxides 
to oil that corrode and rust 
engine parts. Diesel fuel will 
decrease the viscosity of the oil 
and affect the film strength of 
the oil to properly bond with 
metal parts. It is this oil film 
that protects engines from 
metal to metal wear. Once 
the film is compromised the 
wear levels increase rapidly. 
Glycol does not enter the oil 
during normal operation but 
by some defect in coolant 
system causing intrusion. 
Unfortunately, since the advent 
of EGR and Oil Coolers there is 
an increase in glycol intrusion 
in engines

Using a bypass filtration 
system that removes both solid 
and liquid contaminants will 
extend drain intervals and the 
life of your engine, reduce oil 
maintenance expenses and put 
more $$$$ to your bottom line. 
Stop by OPS Booth 68216 at Mid 
America Truck Show to learn 
more about systems available,

Any questions or suggestions 
for topics for this column 
please email me at: tbock@
horizoncp.biz
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WASHINGTON, DC… The 
U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation’s (USDOT) Federal High-
way Administration (FHWA) 
today announced more than 
$705.7 million in Emergency 
Relief (ER) funds to help 
34 states, as well as American 
Samoa, Puerto Rico, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, make 
repairs to roads and bridges 
damaged by storms, floods, and 
other unexpected events.

  “The Department is pleased 
to reimburse states and terri-
tories that have made critical 
repairs to their transportation 
infrastructure following natu-
ral disasters such as wildfires, 
storms, and floods,” said U.S. 
Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation Announces 
$705.7 Million in Emergency Relief for Road 

and Bridge Repairs
Elaine L. Chao.

 FHWA’s ER program 
reimburses states, territories, 
and federal land management 
agencies for eligible expenses 
associated with damage from 
natural disasters or other 
emergency situations.  The 
funds help to pay for the re-
construction or replacement of 
damaged highways and bridges 
along with the arrangement 
of detours and replacement of 
guardrails or other damaged 
safety devices.

More than a fifth of the total 
amount provided today – about 
$153 million – will be used 
to pay for repairs to damage 
caused by Hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma, and Maria. There are 
also funds directed towards 

other severe weather recovery 
efforts, including the wildfires 
in California.

This Emergency Relief fund-
ing includes awards of:

•More than $12.5 million 
to repair damage to roads 
and bridges from wildfires 
in California in 2018.
•$1.2 million to repair US 
Highway 550 Red Mountain 
Pass in southwest Colorado, 
after it sustained damaged 
from a rock slide.
•$19.5 million to repair 
damage caused by Hurri-
cane Michael’s heavy winds 
and significant storm surge 
flooding roadways through-
out the Panhandle area.
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Industry News Briefs

   Among the many issues 
raised at a hearing held by 
the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation, two caught 
the attention of small-business 
truckers. One was connected 
directly to infrastructure and 
one was not, but both are closely 
related to highway safety.

 Truck parking and CDL 
requirements were brought 
up during the “America’s In-
frastructure Needs: Keeping 
Pace with a Growing Econo-
my” hearing, both of which 
the Owner-Operator Indepen-
dent Drivers Association and 
its members have an interest.

 “We appreciate some of 
the witnesses highlighting the 
truck parking crisis,” said Todd 
Spencer, OOIDA President. 
“For too long, Congress and 
federal transportation agencies 
have done very little to address 
this issue. Truckers need more 
safe places to park, not more 
studies that do nothing to 
increase or preserve capacity. 
This is a critical highway safety 
issue that deserves dedicated 
federal funding.”

 Regarding another issue 
brought up during the hearing, 
OOIDA expressed objection. 
The American Trucking Asso-
ciations said that in order to 
address a driver “shortage,” 
that the age requirement to 
obtain a commercial driver’s 
license should be lowered from 
21 to 18.

 “If safety is the top priority 
when considering a change to 
a regulation, when it comes 
to age, the number should 
be raised, not lowered!” said 
Spencer.  “We also disagree 
that there is a driver shortage. 
There is very high turnover, or 
churn, but no shortage.”

 OOIDA has long opposed ef-
forts to lower the age for driving 
a large truck and refers to the 
claims of a driver shortage as 
mainly mythical. OOIDA also 
contends that any issue with 
retention could be mitigated 
with other solutions that would 
be safer for all highway users. 
For example, compensation has 
been shown to be tied directly 
to highway safety, as revealed 
in a study by Michael Belzer, 
an economics professor at 
Wayne State University. His 
study suggests there is a strong 
correlation between truck pay 
and highway safety.

 “Most carriers with high 
turnover do so by design,” said 
Spencer. “They could deal with 
driver turnover by offering 
better wages and benefits and 
improved working conditions. 
But putting younger drivers 
behind the wheel of a truck 
isn’t the solution because it 
does nothing to address the 
underlying issues that push 
drivers out of the industry. It 
merely exacerbates the churn.” 

Small-
Business 
Truckers 

Respond To 
Senate 

Hearing On 
Infrastructure Arlington, VA… American 

Truck ing  A s s oc i a t i ons ’ 
advanced seasonally adjusted 
(SA) For-Hire Truck Tonnage 
Index increased 6.6% in all 
of 2018 – the largest annual 
gain since 1998 (10.1%) and 
significantly better than the 
3.8% increase in 2017.

That annual gain was real-
ized despite a decrease of 4.3% 
in December to 111.9, down 
from November’s level of 116.9.

 “The good news is that 2018 
was a banner year for truck 
tonnage, witnessing the largest 
annual increase we’ve seen in 
two decades,” said ATA Chief 
Economist Bob Costello. “With 
that said, there is evidence that 
the industry and economy is 
moderating as tonnage fell a 
combined total of 5.6% in Octo-
ber and November after hitting 
an all-time high in October.”

November’s change over the 
previous month was revised 

ATA Truck 
Tonnage 

Index 
Increased 
6.6% in 

2018

down to -1.3% (+0.4% was 
originally reported in our press 
release on December 18).

Compared with December 
2017, the SA index increased 
1.4%, the smallest year-over-
year increase in 2018. In 
November, the index was 5.8% 
above the same month in 2017.

The not seasonally adjusted 
index, which represents the 
change in tonnage actually 
hauled by the fleets before any 
seasonal adjustment, equaled 
107.8 in December, which was 
7.8% below the previous month 
(117). In calculating the index, 
100 represents 2015.

Trucking serves as a ba-
rometer of the U.S. economy, 
representing 70.2% of tonnage 
carried by all modes of do-
mestic freight transportation, 
including manufactured and 
retail goods. Trucks hauled 
10.77 billion tons of freight in 
2017. Motor carriers collected 
$700.1 billion, or 79.3% of total 
revenue earned by all transport 
modes.

ATA calculates the tonnage 
index based on surveys from 
its membership and has been 
doing so since the 1970s. This 
is a preliminary figure and 
subject to change in the final 
report issued around the 10th 
day of the month. 

Arlington, VA… American 
Trucking Associations Pres-
ident and CEO Chris Spear 
testified before the Senate 
Commerce, Science and Trans-
portation Committee about 
the urgent need to address the 
nation’s failing infrastructure, 
pressing the committee to put 
forward a real solution that 
includes new revenues.

  “Just last week, chunks of 
falling concrete struck cars 
traveling under bridges in 
California and Massachusetts,” 
Spear said. “We are no longer 
facing a future highway main-
tenance crisis – we’re living 
it – and every day we fail to 
invest, we’re putting more lives 
at risk.”

 The nation’s crumbling and 
failing infrastructure is taking a 
tremendous toll on Americans’ 
time and their pocketbooks, 
and has impacted the trucking 
industry in a significant way.

  “Trucking now loses $74.5 
billion sitting in gridlock. That 
equates to 1.2 billion lost hours 
or 425,000 truck drivers sitting 
idle for an entire year,” he said. 
“These are the regressive costs 
of doing nothing. And they are 

ATA President Urges Congress 
to Move Forward on Needed 

Highway Funding
reflected in the prices we all 
pay. These costs to consumers 
and economy are measurable… 
and they can and should serve 
as offsets for new spending on 
our nation’s infrastructure.”

 To address the nation’s need 
to re-invest in its roads and 
bridges, Spear again pushed 
forward the Build America 
Fund – a 20-cent per gallon 
fee at the terminal fuel rack 
phased in over four years that 
would generate billions in new 
revenues for investment.

  “Trucking pays for nearly 
half the Highway Trust Fund, 
and we’re willing to pay more,” 
he said. “The Build America 
Fund would increase the price 
of fuel 20 cents per gallon at the 
fuel rack – just a nickel a year 
over four years – generating 
$340 billion over 10 years. This 
new revenue is real, not fake 
funding like P3’s and asset 
recycling.

  “The Build America Fund is 
the most conservative propos-
al… costing less than .01 cent 
on the dollar to administer, 
versus up to .35 cents a dollar 
for tolling schemes,” Spear said.

SALEM ,OR… Oregon DMV 
is looking for new skills test 
providers for commercial driver 
licensing across the state.

DMV encourages businesses 
and organizations that can 
provide CDL skills tests to apply 
with the Oregon Department 
of Transportation for the CDL 
Third Party Testing Program.

Once ODOT awards provid-
ers with a contract in this pro-
gram, they will be authorized 
to administer CDL skills tests 
on behalf of DMV.

In the next few months, DMV 
will post a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) for these services on 
the Oregon Procurement In-
formation Network (ORPIN). 
Any entities wishing to submit 
a proposal response must be 
registered on ORPIN in order 
to do so. Registration is free.

If you are interested and want 
to find out if you are qualified, 
the applicable federal regula-
tions can be found here. There 
will be additional qualification 
requirements, which will be 
stated in the forthcoming RFP.

Federal regulations provide a 
foundation for what is required 
of CDL third-party testing 
businesses.

If you are new to Oregon 
public procurement, or would 
like training or assistance with 
how to successfully compete in 
the government marketplace, 
the Government Contract 
Assistance Program has free 
tools available.

Prior to the posting of the 
RFP, if you have questions 
related to the CDL program, 
its regulations, or the process 
by which you can become a 
third-party tester, contact the 
DMV Third Party Programs 
Team by phone at (503) 945-
5118, or by email at Nick.g.hop-
per@odot.state.or.us

Once the RFP has been post-
ed in OPRIN, all questions must 
be directed to the single point 
of contact, Stephanie Lehman. 
Stephanie can be reached by 
email at Stephanie.k.lehman@
odot.state.or.us

Oregon DMV 
Seeks Qualified 
Providers For 
Commercial 

Driver Testing

Dish Network-Satellite Tele-
vision Services. Now Over 190 
channels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 
HBO-FREE for one year, FREE 
Installation, FREE Streaming,  
FREE HD. Add Internet for 
$14.95 a month. 1-800-219-
1271
- - - 
 

- - - 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
All Makes/Models 2002-2018! 
Any Condition. Running or 
Not. Competitive Offer! Free 
Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
Call Now: 1-888-368-1016 
 - - - 
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No Kitchen? No Problem!  
Hot Meals In 5 Minutes!

brainchild of Chef Barry Sen-
del. All of the recipes are Barry’s 
and made to his specifications. 
In 2005 Defense Logistics Agen-
cy (DLA), a US government 
agency that helps with natural 
disasters in the USA, tasked 
Chef 5 Minute Meals to supply 
some 5 million meals for the 
victims of the Katrina Hurri-
cane.  The company relocated 
from Canada to Piney Flats, 
Tennessee to accommodate 
future needs of DLA and has 
since become one of two prime 
suppliers to FEMA for natural 
disaster response.  The criteria 
was simple – Chef 5 Minute 
Meals are nutritious high in 
protein and low in sodium and 
calories with no preservatives 
or additives.  The meals contain 
400-600 grams less sodium 
than most frozen meals.  They 
have a 3-year shelf life and a 
patent-pending self-contained 
heating element in each meal 
kit.  Most importantly, they 
taste great. 

 Chef 5 Minute Meals real-
ized that their meals would 
be ideal for Professional Truck 
Drivers.  The product provides 
a delicious and nutritious hot 
meal whenever they want one 
(Anytime Time, Anywhere!) en-
abling drivers to better manage 
their time and maximize their 
earnings.  The meals are gen-
erally found reasonably priced 
at under $6.99 each.

Chef 5 Minute Meals are 
available in individual kits, 
cases containing 6 or 12 meals, 
and 72 hr. emergency kits that 
provide an economical 18 serv-
ings. Chef 5 Minute Meals are 
made in the USA. They are never 

continued from page 1
freeze dried or dehydrated.  
You can choose from Chicken 
Cacciatore, Chicken Pasta Par-
mesan, Beef Chili with Beans, 
Spaghetti with Meatballs, Beef 
Stroganoff, Beef Stew, and 
Vegetable Lasagna.  

Chef 5 Minute Meals puts 
the “fast” in breakfast with a 
Cheese Omelet with Beef Chili 
and Beans that is ready in just 
minutes.  Also available for 
hot days are “Cool Meal Solu-
tions” – Chicken Vegetable or 
Tuna Vegetable Salad, mixed 
with “real” mayonnaise in a 
kit that includes 2 whole wheat 
tortillas, 2 electrolyte beverages 
and a Grand Canyon Bar meal 
replacement bar.  The Grand 
Canyon Bar is an energy bar 
with lots of sweet and nutritious 
honey. 

Chef 5 Minute Meals can 
be ordered direct from www.
chef5minutemeals.com or on-
line at www.Amazon.com. The 
company is working towards 
setting up distributor partners 
in the Travel Plaza industry.

Over the past three years 
Chef 5 Minute Meals has 
donated over 250,000 meals 
to charities, churches, and 
homeless shelters to help feed 
the hungry.
If you would like to taste a Chef 
5 Minute Meal, visit them at the 
Mid-America Trucking Show in 
Louisville, Kentucky in Booth 
#67193 in the West Wing.  In 
advance of the show you can 
phone them at 855-926-0092 
or 423-926-0092 for more 
information. 
Their email address is: get-
meals@chef5minutemeals.
com.  

Spring Maintenance and Preparing 
for Last Minute Snow Storms

debris. Periodic inspections 
may also reveal alignment wear 
on your tires. Stop into a TA 
Truck Service location to have 
your wheels inspected by one 
of our TIA-certified technicians 
if you discover alignment wear 
or other severe damage during 
one of your preventive checks. 

Winter can be tough on more 
than just your tires. Corrosion 
often occurs naturally over 
time, but major causes of cor-
rosion are multiplied during 
winter. Acidic salt solutions are 
essential to keep our roadways 
safe, but they can also do sig-
nificant damage to your truck’s 
electrical system. 

No matter where you’re 
headed, this is also a good time 
to evaluate the impact of cold 
temperatures and harsh chem-
icals on your truck’s electrical 
system. The acidic nature of 
highway de-icers will erode any 
exposed connections or wires 
on your truck in no time. These 
chemicals can also eat away at 
the frame, undercarriage and 
other exposed components on 
your truck. A quick way to test 
your electrical circuit is to turn 

continued from page 1

on your lights and look for any 
dimly lit bulbs. If any lights are 
dim, it could be an indication 
of resistance in the circuit and 
you should have your system 

inspected by a professional 
technician. 

On top of corrosion from 
de-icing chemicals, your 
truck’s batteries are exhausted 
from working overtime during 
long, cold days. This places an 
even larger demand on your 
electrical system, which makes 
periodic alternator output and 
battery tests so important. It’s 
also a good practice to have 
your cables and connections 
tested to help detect corrosion 
or loose connections. 

Regular preventive main-
tenance checks can help you 
identify any existing issues 
that may have been caused or 
worsened by winter, and they 
can also help you prepare for 
the warmer days ahead. 

If you don’t feel comfortable 
completing these inspections 
yourself, stop into a TA Truck 
Service location near you to 
have one of our professional 
technicians take a look. In 
addition to electrical system in-
spections, battery performance 
inspections and advanced 
diagnostics tests, we also pro-
vide unique services such as 
aftertreatment maintenance, 
wheel alignment services and 
more at select sites across the 
country. 

Whether we’re diagnosing 
an engine fault or making 
sure your wheels are properly 
aligned, our goal is always to 
resolve any issues and get you 
back on road safely and on time. 
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I’ve worked on a few proj-
ects with some owner opera-
tors who run marine HK cams 
and injectors whose goal is to 
run a Series 60 between 700hp 
and 900hp. That’s a lot of fuel 
and a lot of heat to deal with. 
One of these owner operators 
is on his forth exhaust mani-
fold and he asked me why and 
what he can do about it.  

The three-piece exhaust 
manifold used on trucks is 
the first component that’s 
exposed to exhaust gas that 
isn’t protected by the coolant 
system. The marine TK60 
and marine HK60 Series 60 
are designed to deal with all 
that heat and have a one-piece 
exhaust manifold with a water 
jacket. It doesn’t stop there 
however…the exhaust side 
of the turbo also has a water 
jacket and some vessels even 
have a “wet” exhaust after the 
turbo to further cool things 
down.  

Marine applications have 
the luxury of water to water 
cooling and that’s much more 
efficient then water to air 
cooling which is what nearly 
all other Series 60 applications 
rely on, including trucks.

So even if you could get 
the marine exhaust manifold 

The More Fuel, The More Waste Heat Part 3. 
Preventing The Exhaust Manifold From Cracking

If these mounts were installed, this wouldn’t have happened.

This was the only mounting point that was preventing the 
ECM from falling off.

and turbo to fit in a truck, you’d 
still need one really, really, big 
radiator to cool your coolant 
back down. 

If cutting back the fuel isn’t 
an option, then the most prac-
tical solution in most cases is 
a thicker aftermarket exhaust 

manifold with more thermal 
mass then the factory manifold.

Have you ever crawled un-
derneath a truck in the middle 
of winter and pull an ECM only 
to have one of those little blue 
rubber mounts fall off and get 
lost in the snow? I have and if 

it’s happened to you it’s likely 
you had the same thought I did 
when it first happened to me.  
Are these rubber donuts really 
necessary? There are 7 more 
holding the ECM to the block 
and my fingers are cold.

The photos in this article 
show what can happen if you 
give in. 

Nearly all ECM cases are 
made out of aluminum. The 
problem with aluminum is 
that it’s soft and when it comes 
in contact with a bolt the bolt 
wins.  The vibration isolator 
mounts protect the ECM case 
from coming in direct contact 
with the mounting bolts. I did 
a DDEC case transplant last 
week on a P23519308 DDEC 
IV because of how much dam-
age the mounting bolts did by 
coming in direct contact with 
the ECM case.

Written by Fernando De-
Moura, Diesel Control Service-
Phone 412-327-9400 Website: 
www.dieselcontrolservice.com
A PLACE FOR MOM has helped 
over a million families find 
senior living. Our trusted, local 
advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no 
cost to you. 1-855-204-5180 
 - - - 
Antique Car or Farm Equip-
ment to sell? Advertise with 
us in over 100 publications. 
You choose where you want 
to advertise. 800-450-6631 
- - -  
GET 2 WEEKS FREE OF 
ADVERTISING when you 
purchase 2 weeks. Learn more 
at macnetonline.com or give 
us a call at 800-450-6631. 
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Robert E. Harris, “The Circuit Rider” was the nation’s last 
practicing circuit riding preacher until his death in 2007.  His ministry 

took him to numerous towns throughout western North Carolina 
as well as rest areas along I-40. His ministry and legacy continues 

through the Robert E. Harris Evangelistic Association, Inc., P. O. Box 
67, Asheville, NC  28802.

We shed our tears from eyes that cannot see, so dark as we 
must walk, we cannot know we can only care.  God rewards 
not for what we know, but how much we care.

Do you care for Him? He once said, “If you will confess me 
before men, I will confess you before the Father and the Holy 
Angels.”

One of the most devastating things you can hear in this time 
is to hear someone say to you, “I don’t care!” When you reach 
that position, especially in the terms of your spiritual life, you 
are in a sad state of affairs.

Jesus Christ cares.  The Bible declares, “Casting all your 
cares upon him; for He careth for you.”

When a caring person comes in contact with a caring God, 
they begin caring for others.  We are our brother’s keeper.  The 
Christian has the responsibility of sending the gospel to the 
ends of the earth because he cares.  They come to know this 
as we visit and give our encouraging words.

The Psalmist once wrote in a state of confusion, “No man 
cared for my soul.”  Jesus came to seek and save that which is 
lost.  We have a caring God.  Let us be caring people.

God Cares How 
Much We Care

 WASHINGTON – The Amer-
ican Association of State 
Highway and Transportation 
Officials applauds President 
Donald Trump for using his 
State of the Union address to 
call for greater investment in 
transportation infrastructure.  

“The President’s state of the 
Union Address is once again, 
making transportation infra-
structure investment a top 
national priority,” said Jim 
Tymon, AASHTO executive 
director. “Transportation has 
long been a bipartisan con-
cern and this year, with the 
Administration’s support a 
transportation bill can be 
that rare opportunity to bring 
members of Congress togeth-
er from both sides of the aisle. 
AASHTO and its member state 
departments of transportation 
stand ready to work with the 
Administration and Congress 
on a national plan to shore up 
the Highway Trust Fund and 
make the investments needed 
to modernize our aging trans-
portation infrastructure.”

AASHTO 
Supports 
President 
Trump’s 

Message on 
Investing in 
Infrastructure

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Get 
FAA approved hands on Aviation 
training. Financial aid for qual-
ified students - Career place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation 
Institute of Maintenance 877- 
818-0783
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LOS ANGELES, CA… Daim-
ler Trucks North America 
(DTNA) delivered the first ve-
hicle in its Freightliner Electric 
Innovation Fleet – a Freight-
liner eM2 – to Penske Truck 
Leasing, fulfilling its promise 
to put an electric commercial 
truck in customer hands in 
2018. This delivery marks a 
key milestone in the real-world 
application of battery-electric 
commercial vehicles, as well 
as an important step towards 
emissions-free mobility.

The introduction of the eM2 
into Penske’s fleet is also a first 

Daimler Trucks North America Delivers 
Its First Battery-Electric Commercial 

Truck to Penske Truck Leasing

Roger Nielsen, president and CEO of DTNA, ceremonially handed over the eM2 key to Brian 
Hard, president and CEO of Penske Truck Leasing, during an event in Carson, California.

in DTNA’s co-creation approach 
with customers as it co-devel-
ops technology to shape the 
future of transportation.

As the first step in its infra-
structure deployment, Penske 
Truck Leasing will install 20 
high-power charging stations 
across five of its California 
locations starting this month. 
Next year, Penske will put an 
additional nine medium-duty 
electric eM2 trucks and 10 
heavy-duty eCascadia electric 
trucks into targeted service 
in California and the Pacific 
Northwest. Penske will place 

the electric vehicles into service 
within its expansive logistics, 
truck leasing and truck rental 
fleets.

DTNA recently formed the 
Freightliner Electric Vehicle 
Council composed of 30 cus-
tomers with strong use-cases 
for electric trucks, including 
Penske Truck Leasing, to 
further drive its sustainable 
transportation program. The 
company is working with the 
council members to ensure a 
holistic approach to launch-
ing electric trucks. Visit www.
GoPenske.com to learn more.
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Keeping a vehicle spot-free 
is a constant battle, with many 
owners resorting to harsh, 
toxic chemicals and lots of 
elbow grease. Moldaway from 

Shurhold’s Moldaway 
Cleans The Natural Way

Shurhold Industries is differ-
ent. It’s an oxygenated cleaner 
that’s effective on a wide range 
of surfaces and removes stains 
the natural way.

Made in the USA, scientif-
ically formulated Moldaway 
contains no bleach or chlorine, 
so it’s safe to use on colored 
vinyl, canvas, plastic, carpeting, 
interior and exterior cushions, 
car mats and wood. It removes 
mold, mildew, algae, dirt, and 
food and drink stains without 
scrubbing.

Using Moldaway is easy. Two 
tsp. of the powder is mixed 
thoroughly into a quart of warm 
water and will remain effective 
for 10 hours. The solution is 
then sponged or brushed onto 
a cool surface. After standing 
damp with the mixture for 10 
minutes, it’s rinsed with clean 
water. For extremely soiled 
areas, it can soak longer. A 12 
oz. jar costs $14.98.

Shurhold manufactures spe-
cialty care items and accesso-
ries to clean, polish and detail.

For more info call  800-962-
6241; www.shurhold.com/auto. 

Flynn’s Commercial Tire Center in the Truckworld Complex, I-80 Exit 234, Hubbard, Ohio, 
used their imagination (and tires!) to create this incredible Christmas display this past 
December.  - photo by Steve Pollock - 

Christmas in “Tire”land
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SAN DIEGO, CA… Peterbilt 
Motors Company honored its 
top performing dealers with 
various awards at the 2019 Pe-
terbilt Dealer Meeting. Dealers 
awarded for top performance 
in specific categories include:
 • Red Oval Dealer of the Year; 

Hunter Peterbilt 
• First Class Service Excel-

lence Dealer of the Year; Valley 
Peterbilt
• Medium Duty Dealer of 

the Year; Rush Peterbilt Truck 
Centers
• MX Engine Dealer of the 

Year; The Larson Group Pe-
terbilt
• Parts and Service Dealer of 

the Year; Rush Peterbilt Truck 
Centers
• TRP Dealer of the Year; 

Peterbilt Recognizes Top 
Performing Dealers of 2018

Peterbilt of Atlanta
 The Best-in-Class Awards are 

based on a combination of Pe-
terbilt’s standard of excellence 
scores, financial performance, 
part and service performance 
and utilization of PACCAR 
training and programs. Deal-
erships receiving Best-in Class-
Awards include: 
 • Allstate Peterbilt Group 
• Camions Excellence Pe-

terbilt
• Dobbs Peterbilt Group
• Jackson Group Peterbilt
• Peterbilt Manitoba
• Peterbilt of Atlanta
• Peterbilt Pacific Inc.
• Rush Peterbilt Truck Centers
• Stahl Peterbilt
• The Larson Group Peterbilt
• The Peterbilt Store

• Valley Peterbilt
  “These award-winning deal-

ers, and the dealer network as a 
whole, have invested heavily in 
adding and expanding facilities, 
hiring the best technicians, 
increasing hours of service 
and offering mobile service 
solutions that drive uptime and 
profitability for our custom-
ers,” said Peterbilt’s Director 
of Dealer Development, Peyton 
Harrell. “The Peterbilt dealer 
network is the fastest growing 
network in the United States 
and Canada, and has never been 
stronger.”
For more information about 

Peterbilt, visit www.peterbilt.
com. 

 BLOOMFIELD, CT… Jacobs 
Vehicle Systems®, the world’s 
leading manufacturer of diesel 
and natural gas engine retard-
ing systems and valve actuation 
mechanisms, announces the 
launch of a compression release 
engine brake for the all-new 
2020 Hino XL Series Truck.

Jacobs Launches Brake For Hino Motors’ 
First US Class 8 Truck

The two companies part-
nered to design a high-per-
forming compression release 
engine brake for Hino’s first 
Class 7/8 commercial vehicle 
in North America. 

 The Jacobs Engine Brake® is 
currently available on Hino’s 
A09 engine and comes factory 

installed on all class XL7 and 
XL8 Series trucks. The engine 
brake for the A09 engine 
provides optimal braking per-
formance which drivers have 
come to depend on.  Some 
benefits include being fully 
integrated with the engine 
electronic control system and 
ABS, a two-stage brake opera-
tion of medium and high, and 
cruise control compatibility for 
greater driver control.  

 To learn more about the 
newly launched XL Series and 
the Jacobs Engine Brake per-
formance, visit hino.com/hi-
no-trucks-xl-series.html or ja-
cobsvehiclesystems.com.
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The 10th Annual Eau Claire 
Big Rig Truck Show will be 
returning to the Northern 
Wisconsin State Fairgrounds 
(225 Edward St. Chippewa 
Falls, WI 54729). The Big Rig 
Truck Show will again have 
FREE admission to the public 
(parking $5 per car Friday and 
Saturday, free parking Sunday). 
Not only will some of the 
country’s top show trucks with 
customized interiors, unique 
light displays, beautiful murals, 
brilliant chrome work and 
unique modifications will be 
showcased, but so will working 
show trucks that will be back 
on the road Monday morning. 
A large variety of additional 
vehicles will also be displayed; 
antique, non-working, custom 

The 10th Anniversary - Eau Claire Big Rig Truck Show 
Celebration To Be Held on August 16, 17, 18

creations, fire trucks, tow 
trucks, construction vehicles, 
tractors of all sizes, swat, law 
enforcement and military 
vehicles be will in attendance. 

Highlights and attractions for 
this coming year’s Anniversary 
Show include the Saturday 
Night Light Parade through 
Chippewa Falls (parade map 
available online).

A Demolition Derby will 
be held Saturday. More 
information about this new 
and exciting event can be found 
online at ECTruckShow.com in 
the upcoming weeks.  

Many outside and inside 
exhibitors will be demonstrating 
and selling a wide variety of 
products. Exhibit Hall A is 
where guests can find the 

Allstate Peterbilt Kids Zone, 
with free professional face 
painting and a coloring contest. 
River States Truck & trailer will 
again be hosting free semi rides 
on Sunday. There will be food 
available from many local food 
trucks and a beer garden for 
the adults. 

Live music all weekend in the 
beer garden courtesy of River 
States Truck & Trailer. Rich 
Schroeder will be performing 
during the day and Austin Fire 
will be on stage in the evenings. 
Chainsaw artist Leesa Syryczuk 
will be in action throughout the 
weekend. A representative from 
State Patrol will be available 
to answer any questions about 
the rules and regulations of the 
road. Many more fun family 

activities are in the works. 
Registered drivers can relax 

and enjoy all that the show 
has to offer. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place People’s Choice, Kids’ 
Choice and Truckers’ Choice 
awards will be presented to 
participating drivers along with 
thousands of dollars in prizes 
on Sunday. 

The Eau Claire Big Rig Truck 
Show is a community event 
that brings together people 
of all ages, giving them the 
opportunity to see the world of 
trucking. The truck show works 
in conjunction with following 
local non-profit groups: United 
Cerebral Palsy of West Central 
Wisconsin and the Hands 
Foundation helping homeless 
veterans and others in need 

who will be collecting clothing 
and toiletries. A complete list 
of needed items and donation 
sites can be found online.

Check out ECTruckShow.
com for more about the 
show, future announcements, 
show hours, sponsorship 
opportunities, exhibitors, and 
o t h e r  u p - t o - d a t e 
information. To become 
involved or if you have any 
questions please feel free to 
call 715-832-6666. Hope to see 
you at the show on August 16, 
17, 18, 2019!

2018 Eau Claire Big Rig 
Truck Show Winners List

Brent Hartwig Trucking, 
Inc. - Brent Hartwig, Medford, 
WI -  I s t  P lace  2018 
Truckers’ Choice Award

Bad Ass Trucking, LLC. - Dan 
Kaderabek, Cleveland, WI -  
2nd Place 2018 Truckers’ 
Choice Award; 1st Place 2018 
Adults’ Choice Award; 3rd Place 
2018 Kids’ Choice Award; 2nd 
Parade Spot - second highest 
bidder for UCP

Wayne Alberts, Justice, IL 
- 3rd Place 2018 Truckers’ 
Choice Award (tie); 2nd Place 
2018 Adults’ Choice Award; 2nd 
Place 2018 Kids’ Choice Award

J & M Norton Trucking - Mary 
Peterson Norton, Knapp, WI - 
3rd Place 2018 Truckers’ Choice 
Award (tie);  3rd Place 2018 
Adults’ Choice Award (tie);  1st 
Place 2018 Kids’ Choice Award

S w e n  Tr a n s i t  -  J o e 
Swendrynski, Wild Rose, WI - 
3rd Place 2018 Truckers’ Choice 
Award (tie)

Michael Holland, Spring, TX 
- 3rd Place 2018 Adults’ Choice 
Award (tie)

Christenson Transport - Brad 
Christenson, Fountain City, 
WI - Lead Parade Spot - highest 
bidder for UCP

B. D. Schroeder Trucking - 
Bradley Schroeder, Warrens, 
WI - Third Parade Spot - third 
highest bidder for UCP

Glen Rice Transport - Glen 
Rice, New Smyrma Beach, 
FL - Volunteer Fire Fighters 
Recognition Award

Haas, Inc. Thorp, WI - 
Northern WI State Fairgrounds 
Recognition Award

Leonard’s Express - Renee 
Dutter, Eau Claire, WI - OOIDA 
Recognition Award
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 FINDLAY, OH…  Cooper Tire 
has announced the addition 
of the Roadmaster RM351 
HD tire to its commercial 
tire lineup. Engineered for 
mixed-service applications 
such as construction, logging 
and mining operations, the tire 
is designed for both on- and off-
road driving, and comes in two 
sizes: 11R22.5 and 11R24.5, in 
load range H.  

 The Roadmaster RM351 
HD is a full inch wider than 
its predecessor, the RM300 
HH, with a 20 percent larger 
footprint. Coupled with its 
deep 32/32nds tread depth, it 
provides up to 25 percent more 
miles to removal – depending 
upon the application. “That’s 
a big step forward in tire 
performance for our Road-
master customers,” said Gary 
Schroeder, Executive Director 
of Cooper’s Global Truck and 
Bus Tire Business. “By going 
wider, we spread the weight 
over the tire to gain better 
mileage, while also improving 
traction. It’s a win-win.”

 To help ensure long tire life, 
tie bars between the outside 
lug and the shoulder, along 
with shoulder grooves that 
are linked and interlocked, 
help ward off tire squirm and 
irregular wear. The sidewall 

Cooper Tire Launches New Roadmaster 
RM351 HD Mixed Service Drive Tire

is extra thick with a curb 
bar protector to help protect 
the casing from cuts and 
scrubbing. 

 For traction and long-life 
performance, the tire features 
five lugs that have an open 
pattern to minimize stone 
holding while enhancing 
traction. Stone ejector ledges, 
coupled with angled grooves, 
also help prevent stone 
drilling. “That’s a key feature 
of the tire as it will be used 
off-road where sharp stones 
can be a tire’s worst enemy if 
they’re allowed to drill into the 
casing. The way we designed 
this tire helps preserve the 
casing for multiple retreads,” 
Schroeder added.

 The Roadmaster RM351 
HD’s casing itself is extremely 
robust, with four-belt steel 
design construction. Cooper 
provides a six year, two retread 
warranty on the RM351 HD. 
“The casing we’ve developed 
for this tire, along with the 
warranty, provide life and cost 
efficiency beyond the original 
tread,” said Schroeder. 

For more information on 
Cooper, visit www.coopertire.
com, www.facebook.com/
coopertire or www.twitter.
com/coopertire.

Arlington, VA… Following 
the recent State of the Union 
address, American Trucking 
Associations’ President and 
CEO Chris Spear applauded 
President Donald Trump for 
his proactive calls to address 
the nation’s aging infrastruc-
ture and modernize our trade 
relationships with our North 
American neighbors.

“Tonight President Trump 
called for a national, bipartisan 
effort to restore our country’s 
declining infrastructure -- and 
America’s truckers are answer-
ing that call,” Spear said. “A 
win on this issue will require 
real investment, not budgetary 
gimmicks as tried in years past. 
That is why America’s truckers, 
along with a broad coalition of 
the business community, have 
pledged our financial commit-
ment to making this national 
priority a reality.

 “Decades of failed leader-
ship in Washington have led 
us to this point, which is why 
we commend the President 
for seizing this opportunity 
to bring all sides together to 
forge a common path forward. 
Restoring our national infra-
structure to greatness will 
further ignite our economy, 
make us more competitive 
abroad, and give Americans 
more time to spend with family 
and less time stuck in traffic.”

Spear continued to urge 
Congress to move quickly on 
the new United States-Mexi-
co-Canada Agreement.

ATA Backs 
President Trump’s 

Calls for 
Infrastructure 

and Trade Action 
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When it comes to aftermar-
ket air disc brake (ADB) pad 
replacement – no matter where 
you are in a vehicle’s life cycle 
– quality, value, performance, 
and choice are critical. That’s 
why Bendix Spicer Foundation 
Brake LLC (BSFB) is adding 
the new Bendix® BA235 air 
disc brake pad kit to its robust 
aftermarket portfolio. 

The right selection for both 
truck/tractor and trailer ADB 
applications, the BA235 pad 
provides a lower-cost option 
for pad replacement while re-
taining the performance, war-
ranty, and post-sales support 
expected of North America’s 
leader in commercial vehicle 
air disc brakes. The BA235 
aftermarket kit – best suited 
for a second or third vehicle 
owner – is available through au-
thorized Bendix® dealerships 
and aftermarket distributors 
starting January 2019. 

As part of their expanded air 
disc brake pad portfolio, Bendix 
also offers the BX276 genuine 
OEM replacement pad. The 

New Aftermarket Friction Joins 
Bendix Brake Lineup

long-life BX276 pad is suitable 
for all applications and provides 
more wearable volume and an 
improved wear rate. For severe 
duty brake applications such as 
refuse and school bus, Bendix 
offers the BX283 pad. All of 
these Bendix ADB pads meet 
FMVSS-121 requirements and 
the current EPA Copper-Free 
Brake Initiative requirements.

 “When Bendix says its af-
termarket pad friction meets 
FMVSS-121 requirements, 
we mean it. We don’t cut 
corners to take cost out, 
specifically when it comes to 
safety. In today’s marketplace, 
we know vehicle operators 
have options when it comes 
to replacement pad choices 
for our ADB22X™ brake, but 
we urge owners to be wary of 
the reduced performance on a 
number of these aftermarket 
choices,” Keith McComsey, 
BSFB director of market-
ing and customer solutions, 
Wheel-End said. “Our testing 
shows that stopping distance 
performance can be severely 

impacted – adding up to 75 
feet, or roughly the equivalent 
of five car lengths – when 
non-Bendix pads are used. 
While also increasing the po-
tential for rear-end collisions 
due to extended stopping 
distance, inferior aftermarket 
pads may also increase the 
risk of vehicle roll-aways, 
since many of them do not 
meet the FMVSS-121 park-
hold requirements. Some of 
these pads have significantly 
reduced capability, rating 
at only 40 percent of the re-
quirement.”

When it comes to wear 
performance, Bendix ADB pads 
are designed to provide long 
pad and rotor life. The BA235 
pad has good wear properties 
and provides consistent rotor 
wear while meeting Bendix’s 
rotor stress cracking require-
ments. 

For more information about 
Bendix air disc brake pads, 
call 1-800-AIR-BRAKE or 
visit www.foundationbrakes.
com.
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 Volvo Trucks adds an ergo-
nomically advanced worksta-
tion to its VNL 760, 740 and 
VNX 740 models, providing 
a flexible living environment 
for thousands of drivers who 
make their homes on the road. 
Designed to improve driver pro-
ductivity, comfort and overall 
convenience, the upgrade is 
now available for order.

  “This advanced workstation 
is the latest example of the 
emphasis Volvo Trucks has 
placed on enhancing driver 
comfort and driver productiv-
ity,” said Allison Athey, product 

Volvo Trucks to Offer Versatile Workstation 
for VNL 740, 760 and VNX 740 Models

This new workstation setup is designed to improve driver productivity, comfort and overall 
convenience.

marketing manager at Volvo 
Trucks North America. “The 
ability to create an excep-
tional all-in-one living space 
and working environment is 
essential to attracting and 
keeping drivers.”

 Each year, truck drivers 
spend thousands of hours in 
their cabs driving, living and 
keeping the economy going. 
The new workstation provides 
a relaxing, versatile living 
space for work and rest to 
enhance driver productivity.

 This workstation was 
developed as a result of 

rigorous testing and input 
from Volvo customers and 
drivers. It features ergonomic 
advancements that allow 
drivers to enjoy the comforts 
of home while on the road. 
The workstation transforms 
from a sitting area and table for 
relaxing, eating and catching 
up on work, then lowers as a 
base for seating cushions that 
unfold into a bed. Additional 
enhancements include an 
angled table for easy seating; a 
103-degree cushion seat angle 
to improve seating comfort; 
and connected cushions that 

can be easily secured to allow 
for adequate rest.

The workstation is a promi-
nent feature in the cab, giving 
drivers flexibility to personalize 
their living space while on the 
road. With various configura-
tion possibilities, solo drivers 
may prefer to leave the table 
set-up and sleep in the top 
bunk, while team drivers may 
choose to collapse the table for 
access to both bunk beds. The 
workstation also allows space 
for storage inside the bottom 
bunk bases.

 Ideal for owner/operators 
and fleet drivers on the road 

for extended periods of 
time, the workstation has 
been shown to help boost 
resale value for customers. 
Previously successful on the 

VNL 670 model, the enhanced 
workstation for the VNL 760, 
740 and VNX 740 models 
enters production in February 
2019.
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Alexandria, VA… Terry McK-
night of Aylmer, Ontario a 
professional truck driver for 
Challenger Motor Freight, Inc. 
of Cambridge, Ontario has been 
named a Highway Angel by the 
Truckload Carriers Association 
(TCA). He is being recognized 
for assisting a motorist after a 
high-speed crash.

Rush hour traffic was start-
ing to build on I-75 in Cincin-
nati that day in October and 
Terry McKnight, a dedicated 
run driver for Challenger Motor 
Freight, was on his way to Leb-
anon, Kentucky. He was in the 
middle lane of the three-lane 
road when he saw a car enter 
the highway at a high rate of 
speed—McKnight figures 70 
mph—cut across the slow lane 
to the middle lane and then try 
to squeeze in between two cars 
in the fast lane.

Alexandria, VA… Jared 
Flach of Theodore, Alabama, 
a professional truck driver 
for Groendyke Transport of 
Enid, Oklahoma, has been 
named a Highway Angel by the 
Truckload Carriers Association 
(TCA). He is being recognized 
for retrieving a trapped mo-
torist from a burning car and 
assisting an unconscious mo-
torist near scene of accident.

It happened at 2 a.m. on 
November 4 as Flach was 
heading east coming out of 
the weigh station in Pensacola, 
Florida with a full load. That’s 

Alexandria, Virginia:  Bri-
an Snell of Merrimack, New 
Hampshire, a professional 
truck driver for Pottle’s Trans-
portation of Hermon, Maine, 
has been named a Highway 
Angel by the Truckload Car-
riers Association (TCA). He is 
being recognized for rescuing 
a trapped motorist from a 
crushed vehicle moments be-
fore the car caught ablaze and 
saving a dog who was trapped 
in second vehicle after owner 
succumbed to injuries. 

On June 8, 2018, Brian 
Snell was driving along 495 
in Westward, MA when he 
encountered a woman heading 
the wrong way on the freeway.  
Just as Brian realized what was 
happening, the woman in the 
oncoming car spun out directly 
in front of Brian’s truck.  Brian 
quickly jumped to action.  He 
came to a stop to block the road 
and protect the woman’s car 
because she did not have her 
lights on.  He then went over 
and starting trying to resusci-
tate the woman who he noticed 
was unconscious.

“I was a paramedic for such 
a long time that it was second 
nature for me to start to work 
on her,” recalls Brian.

Just then, he felt that some-
thing wasn’t right. He noticed 
that her engine was on fire! 
Acting swiftly, Brian grabbed 
his fire extinguisher and began 
extinguishing the flames. He 
then heard someone yelling 
that they couldn’t get in to 
the vehicle, and that’s when 
Brian realized that the female 
motorist had hit another car 
head on before coming to a halt.

Brian ran over and checked 
the man’s pulse and vitals in the 
other vehicle, and sadly realized 
the man has succumbed to his 
injuries. “The car had crushed 
him,” recalls Brian. “So as hard 
as it was to leave his side, I ran 
back to the woman to continue 
working on her.”

For what felt like hours later, 
an ambulance and emergency 
personnel arrived. Brian helped 
remove the doors to the wom-
an’s crushed car as she drifted 
into consciousness. The crew 
rushed her to the hospital as 
Brian went back to the deceased 
man’s car to discover there was 
a dog inside. “We got the dog 
to a vet and they were able to 
save and return the dog to the 
man’s family, which they were 
very happy about,” said Brian. 
He stayed at the accident scene 
to help extract the man from his 
vehicle and to load the crushed 
cars on a tow truck.

Brian later learned that the 
female motorist was heavily 
intoxicated and was charged 
with vehicular homicide. “It’s 
devastating to know she killed 
an innocent man,” he said. “But 
I also know she will unfortu-
nately now have to pay for that 
the rest of her life.”

This isn’t the first time Brian 
has completed a heroic deed. 
Upon exiting the Marine Corps 
in 1992, he worked for many 
years as a paramedic and was 
a rescue worker on September 
11, 2001 at Ground Zero. Unfor-
tunately he lost a lung during 
those recoveries and could no 

TCA Honors Highway Angels

Professional Truck Driver Helps Saves 
Woman, Dog After Horrific Crash

longer serve in law enforce-
ment. As he still had the urge 
to help others, Brian started a 
volunteer fire department as 
well as started his career in the 
trucking industry.

“I’m like a magnet to this 
kind of thing. I’ve probably 
stopped at eight different ac-
cidents since I helped save this 
woman last Summer, he shared. 
“It’s either a blessing or a curse 
that I’m around often for this 
kind of thing. Unfortunately 
the world is getting crazier out 
here, so I’m always alert and 
help when I’m needed. Never 
thought I needed an award 
or recognition for that,” said 
Brian, graciously.

For his willingness to assist 
a fellow citizen, TCA has pre-
sented Snell with a certificate, 
patch, lapel pin, and truck 
decals. Pottle’s Transportation 
also received a certificate ac-
knowledging their driver as a 
Highway Angel.

Challenger Motor Freight, Inc. Driv-
er  Named TCA Highway Angel for          

Assisting Motorist from Overturned Car

“She didn’t give herself 
enough room to make the lane 
change,” McKnight said of the 
driver, “and hit the rear of the 
car in front of her, making it 
spin around. When it stopped, 
it was facing oncoming traffic.”

The collision caused the 
speeding vehicle to flip upside 
down and slide, on its roof, 
down the middle of the road. 
McKnight followed the driver, 
stopping behind where the 
overturned car came to rest, 
and positioned his truck to 
prevent other vehicles from hit-
ting the car. McKnight rushed 
over to help the motorist as 
she was trying to crawl out 
of her badly-damaged car. He 
called 911 and stayed at the 
scene until police arrived and 
took his statement. One of the 
officers thanked McKnight for 
stopping to help—as it turned 

out he was the only one who 
stopped that day. From start 
to finish, he says he was there 
just 22 minutes.

“Everybody’s in a hurry,” said 
McKnight. “I was just in the 

right place at the right time. I 
made the decision to stop and 
block traffic from hitting her 
car. I didn’t want to see her 
get hurt. I would do it again 
if I had to.”

Jared Flach Retrieves Trapped Motorist 
from Burning Vehicle, Injured Second 

Motorist Near Scene of Accident

when he saw it—a car on fire 
in the middle of Interstate 10. 
Other cars had pulled over 
onto the shoulder. Reacting 
quickly, Flach stopped his 
truck a safe distance from the 
scene, jumped out of the cab, 
and asked bystanders what 
had happened: An eastbound 
car had struck the rear of an 
18-wheeler, spun around and 
was now facing oncoming 
traffic.

“People were afraid to ap-
proach the car because there 
was a fire underneath the hood 
and they were afraid of an ex-
plosion,” shared Flach.

However, he could see there 
was someone still in the car. He 
approached and found a male 
driver, conscious but in pain, 
trapped by the steering wheel 
which was jammed between the 
man’s ribs and belt. Flach knew 
he needed to buy some time 
to get the man out, so he ran 
back to his truck, grabbed his 
fire extinguisher and attacked 
the flames. Without a moment 
spare, another truck driver 
handed his fire extinguisher to 
Flach as soon as his ran empty. 
A man who had pulled his RV 
over to assist discharged his 
extinguisher as Flach went back 
to help the driver who now told 
him he could feel the heat at his 
feet but couldn’t move his legs.

The engine compartment 
was now on fire. Flach knew the 
motorist likely had broken ribs 
and legs but had to take action 
to get him out of the vehicle. 
Another driver helped Flach 
pull the man from the vehicle 
as flames broke through the 
firewall and began entering the 
cab at the man’s feet. They laid 
him on the grassy shoulder and 
then rushed back to the car to 
see if anyone else was inside. It 
was then that they discovered 
a woman lying outside the 
vehicle.

“We didn’t know if she got 
out on her own or if she’d 
been ejected,” Flach says. 
“She wasn’t very responsive.” 
The two men moved her a safe 
distance away from the burn-
ing car and waited for rescue 
vehicles to arrive.

Flach says this is not the first 
time he’s encountered this kind 
of situation: He used to be a fire 
fighter and EMT. Thanks to his 
training, arriving at the scene 
when he did and following his 
instincts to rush in and help 
when others were frozen with 
fear, Jared Flach likely saved 
two lives that day.
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DIDJA KNOW - COPS 
AND TURNPIKES

Traveling east across the New 
York Thruway several miles 
from Newburgh, I saw a state 
police cruiser stopped on the 
right-side shoulder. The blue 
lights were flashing and, as 
always, I eased over to the left 
lane, watching intently for the 
officer. I didn’t see one, and 
there was no one else around 
either.
Suddenly very concerned, 
realizing the squad car was 
unmanned, I pulled over a 
hundred feet in front of the 
cruiser. All kinds of images 
ran through my mind as I ran 
back down the shoulder. Was 
the officer hurt? Kidnapped? 
Dead? 
I tried to be careful, as I ap-
proached the cruiser, not to 
step on possible evidence or 
miss anything that might 
have been in the ditch. There 
was nothing. Peering into the 
car, I could clearly see it was 
unoccupied, and the engine 
was still running. Looking 
past the unit, and across the 
field, I could nothing amiss 
there either.

  With a sense of dread, I 
looked under the car, and was 
relieved to see just daylight. 
But the mystery was getting 
to me. What could possibly 
have happened? Why was the 
cruiser running? My good 
sense was telling me to leave, 
but curiosity won the war of 
conscience. 
  Suddenly I spied a turnpike 
authority truck approaching, 
and decided to flag it down. 
The crew in the truck became 
concerned as I was, but they 
had something I didn’t—a 
radio. Calling their office on 
the open state frequency, they 
broadcast our worries across 
the entire district, and within 
a minute there was a county 
sheriff’s deputy on the scene.
  But something was out of 
place with him too, because 
he had a passenger wearing 
a blue state police uniform, 
with a contrasting red face. 
It was, after all, his squad car 
I had painstakingly worried 
about. It seems he had made 
a routine traffic stop, but then 
locked himself out of his own 
cruiser.
  The good news was, he had 
a portable radio, so he called 
for a sheriff’s unit, who picked 
him up and transported the 
trooper to the local state po-
lice barracks. There he was 
able to get a set of spare keys 
and, without anyone notic-
ing, return to the scene of his 
lockout. No one noticed, that 
is, until his predicament was 
broadcast all across the state 
radio network.

  We all had a laugh at his ex-
pense, then parted ways with 
wry smiles and firm hand-
shakes.
  Years later, hauling an over-
size load, I set off the over-
height alarm on a Kansas 
turnpike. I chose to ignore it. 
The Kansas Highway Patrol 
did not, pulling me over just 
a few minutes later. Polite but 
firm, the trooper checked my 
load height and pronounced it 
illegal.
  But he was fair and asked if 
my truck was capable climb-
ing the embankment next to 
an overpass. If it is, he said, 
you can get take that county 
road and not get a fine. It is 
capable, I assured him, but 
then asked this question: 
where does that county road 
go? His polite but firm answer 
was direct and to the point;
  “I don’t know, and I don’t 
care!” he said.
  Law enforcement is a chal-
lenging and dangerous pro-
fession even on the best of 
days. Yet they’re on the job, 
(and shoulder of a turnpike), 
doing a job most of us can’t. 
What we can do is our part to 
keep them safe. I’m glad to be 
a part of moments that!
  THOUGHT FOR THE DAY: 
Do dogs see police canines 
and think, “Oh no, it’s the 
cops!”
  You can reach Roger at rog-
erclark437@gmail.com
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Shell Rotella® HD Grease is a 
premium multi-purpose grease 
for on and off-road vehicle ap-
plications with the versatility 
for industrial equipment use. 
It contains our latest perfor-
mance additives to provide 
excellent high temperature 
oxidation performance, cor-
rosion resistance and extreme 
pressure and anti-wear protec-
tion. Shell Rotella HD Grease is 
especially suitable for bearings 
operating at high temperature 
and under load such as disk 
brake equipped wheel bearings.
Shell Rotella® SD Grease
Special Duty Moly Grease
Shell Rotella® SD Grease is a 
high-performance, high tem-
perature grease for vehicle and 
equipment lubrication. Formu-
lated with moly solid lubricant 
(molybdenum disulfide), Shell 
Rotella SD Grease is designed 
for lubrication of demanding 
applications in vehicles and 
equipment that are subjected 
to high shock loads where 
rapid starts and stops may 
occur, impacting such things 
as chassis points, sliding pins, 
trailer hitches, and axle splines.

Shell Rotella® HD Grease
Premium Heavy-Duty Grease

Shell Rotella® MP Grease-
Multi-Purpose Lithium Greas-
eShell Rotella® MP Grease 
is designed for multipurpose 
grease lubrication of on and off-
road vehicles and equipment for 
general chassis, springs, pivot 
points, low speed bearings (not 
disk brake wheel bearings), 
and equipment such as mow-
ers, trailers, lifts, and loader 
buckets.
Shell Rotella MP Grease is a 

high quality, multipurpose, 
extreme-pressure grease based 
on a blend of high viscosity 
index mineral oils and a lithium 
hydroxystreate soap thickener 
that contains extreme-pressure 
and other additives to enhance 
performance in a wide range 
of applications.Shell Rotella® 
ET GreaseShell Rotella® ET 
Grease is designed for the 
lubrication of most on and off-
road vehicles and equipment. 
It is a lithium complex grease 
based on high viscosity mineral 
oils and polymers for improved 
adhesion and retention on 
exposed surfaces such as 
fifth-wheel plate pivots, wheel 
bearings, springs, trailers, 
open pivot joints and weather 
exposed equipment. The grease 
is extremely tacky, water re-
sistant, and suitable for high 
temperatures. Shell Rotella ET 
Grease contains antioxidants, 
extreme pressure and wear 
preventive additives, and rust 
inhibitors for long service life 
and corrosion protection. 
Performance, Features & 
Benefits:
•Wear protection in high 
temperature and exposed 
conditions
•Corrosion protection
•Resistance to water wash out 
and wash off
•Bearing lubrication including 

wheel bearings
•General chassis lubrication 
of vehicles
•Use in industrial, farm, con-
struction, and yard equipment 
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by: Mike McGough
Her health had been failing 

and her prospects for survival 
did not look good.  Doctors from 
around the country all offered 
the same grim prognosis.  Even 
though her husband had become 
a captain of American industry, he 
stood beside her all but helpless.  
There was nothing his money or 
influence could affect. 

Pacifico Reflections - Details
Just as the family was about 

to resign themselves to a sealed 
fate, word reached them of a new 
surgical procedure.  The family 
received the news as a ray of 
hope.  Because of his wealth and 
influence he was able to have the 
two doctors summoned to the 
hospital where his wife was a 
patient.  His sons and daughters 
were relieved that potential life-

saving help was on the way.  But 
he, a pragmatic and no-nonsense 
man, knew that he faced a 
serious challenge.  How would 
he choose the surgeon who 
would afford his wife the best 
potential outcome?   Because the 
surgeon selected would have to 
commit to staying with his wife 
for at least the first week, having 
both of them engaged with one 

patient was not an option.  
The backgrounds of the 

surgeons provided no basis 
upon which to  make a 
decision.  Both surgeons had 
educational backgrounds and 
levels of experience that were 
remarkable.  Their credentials 
were impressive and impeccable.  
References were so similar, that 
they appeared to be offered for 
the same person.  Their patient 
survival rates were similar.  
Endorsements by patients, 
hospitals, and licensing boards 
for each of the surgeons provided 
no indications of superiority.  
Regarding the complicated and 
experimental surgical procedure 
in question, both doctors had 
performed the procedure the 
same number of times with 
similar results.  Patients upon 
whom the procedure was 
performed stood about a fifty-
fifty chance, even with the 
surgical advancements that 
came in the aftermath of World 
War II. The search for some 
indication upon which to make 
this decision seemed hopeless.  

The family was provided all 
of the information available on 
both surgeons.  The four adult 
children debated, but they 
arrived at no conclusion.   As 
the family anxiously awaited 
the arrival of the surgeons, they 
stood by the bedside of the one 
who they loved and feared they 
would soon lose.  Through the 
open door of the hospital room 
they watched the surgeons 
approach.  Amazingly, but not 
surprisingly, the two men even 
looked alike.  They were about 
the same height, the same build, 
and the same age.  Was there 
noting that would separate these 
two very skilled physicians?  

But then in an instant, as 
a result of a most simple and 
routine act, the industrial giant 
who wanted nothing more than 
to have his wife’s life spared, 
found the indicator he was 
looking so desperately to find.  As 
he and his children had entered 
the room, he dropped a small 
piece of tissue on the floor just 
outside of his wife’s room.  He 

purposefully dropped it off to 
the side.  As the surgeons were 
about to enter the room, one of 
them stooped to pick up the small 
piece of tissue laying on the floor. 
Interestingly, he was the surgeon 
who was the farthest away from 
the tissue.

Without hesitation the 
patient’s husband stepped 
forward, greeted the surgeon 
who had not yet had time 
to dispose of the tissue, and 
said, “You will operate on my 
wife.”  He quickly thanked the 
other surgeon for his time, 
and told him that he would be 
compensated for his time and 
that all of his expenses would 
be covered. Relieved that a 
decision had been made, the 
other members of the family 
did not question the selection.  
They were happy that it had 
been made and that the surgery 
could take place.  In short order 
arrangements were made, and 
the procedure was successfully 
performed.  The surgeon did 
remain to the end of the first 
week, at which time he offered 
a welcome prognosis for a full 
recovery.

Sometime later one of his son’s 
asked the industrial giant how he 
had made the decision.  “It was 
simple,” he answered.  “When the 
surgeons were about to enter the 
room, one of them bent down to 
pick up a small piece of tissue I 
had purposefully dropped on the 
floor.  Immediately, I knew into 
whose hands I wanted to place 
your mother’s life.”  

“One of those men,” he 
continued, “had enough pride 
in what he did and where he did 
it to care about an insignificant 
detail.  One of them was not 
above tending to something 
far below his level of expertise 
and experience.  I have found 
those characteristics to be 
indispensable in business and 
industry, and I assumed they may 
be important in surgery as well!”

Regardless of what you do in 
life, do it with pride, and never 
grow too big to take care of the 
details!!!
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BRANCHBURG, NJ… Kine-
dyne LLC, a world-leading 
designer, manufacturer and 
distributor of cargo con-
trol technologies, including 
cargo securement, capacity 
and access solutions for 
the transportation industry, 
announced the formal intro-
duction of its new EASE-Z 
Winch Bar family today. 
The EASE-Z Winch Bar is 
a patented Z-shaped winch 
bar that rotates 360 degrees, 
providing users with greater 
leverage. The bar comes in 
one standard model and two 
combination versions that 
have modified handles that 
can be used to release tension 
on chain binders.
Traditional winch bars are 
straight with a slightly angled 
tip. While effective in many 
cases, the bars essentially 
function as a classic lever 
and make it more difficult 
for users to exert the proper 
amount of force when in 
certain positions or when 
clearance is limited. 
The EASE-Z Winch Bar 
is different. The tough, 
heat-treated carbon-steel 
and mushroom-shaped head 
of the EASE-Z Winch Bar is 
tapered for easy insertion, and 
helps keep the bar seated in 
the winch cap, and preventing 
it from slipping out during 
revolution and when the user 
is applying torque. A knurled 
non-slip handle with a flanged 
grip ring on the bar’s upper 
shaft helps prevent it from 
slipping out of users’ hands 
even in moist conditions.
 The Z-shaped EASE-Z Winch 
Bar can be rotated up to 360 
degrees, enabling users to 
optimally position themselves 
and the bar to deliver superior 
leverage when tensioning 
winch straps. The rotation 
of the bar without having 

Kinedyne
Introduces

Ergonomically
Advanced EASE-Z 

Winch Bars
to remove it from the winch 
cap eyelet provides a pivoting 
action that lets users quickly 
orient the bar as needed to 
avoid obstacles and to achieve 
optimum posture while apply-
ing up or down force.
“The EASE-Z Winch Bar is 
the ergonomically sensible 
alternative to traditional 
straight winch bars, and can 
be part of a fleet’s plan to re-
duce work-related injuries,” 
said Bob Dissinger director 
of sales – United States for 
Kinedyne LLC. “The con-
toured, extruded Z-shape, 
bent-bar offset design can 
reduce back, shoulder and 
arm strain by eliminating 
the need to exert excessive 
upward or downward force on 
the bar at awkward angles.”
The bars are painted in 
high-visibility Kinedyne or-
ange. The tool’s angled shape 
is more stable and is unlikely 
to roll away when laid on the 
ground or on the deck of a 
flatbed trailer. The EASE-Z 
Winch Bar is available in three 
models. The 80177 standard 
bar comes in a length of 34 
inches. The 80178 combi-
nation bar has a handle with 
greater girth, can be used 
to release tension on chain 
binders and comes in a length 
of 34 inches. The 80179 com-
bination box-end model can 
also be used to release tension 
on chain binders and comes 
in a length of 39 inches.
 Kinedyne’s broad line of cargo 
control, capacity and access 
products can be purchased 
through Kinedyne’s extensive 
distribution network, which 
includes thousands of outlets 
across North America. Users 
can find distributor loca-
tions near them by calling 
Kinedyne’s customer service 
department at 800.848.6057 
in the U.S.

 Birmingham, AL… Trucker 
Buddy International has 
announced an impactful gift 
from Pilot Flying J to sup-
port its mission to educate 
students around the nation 
on the value of the trucking 
industry. The donation was 
awarded as part of Pilot Flying 
J’s $2 million commitment 
to giving back in celebra-
tion of its 60th anniversary. 
Trucker Buddy International 
pairs over the road truck 
drivers with elementary 
school classrooms as pen pals. 
These pen pal relationships 
allow the driver, through 
communication directly 
with the elementary school 
teachers, to educate the 
students about the importance 

Pilot Flying J Gives Back 
With Donation To 

Trucker Buddy
International To Further 

Classroom Outreach
of the trucking industry. The 
teacher is able to use various 
details about the driver’s 
travels to teach math, history, 
reading, and writing. This gift 
from Pilot Flying J will allow 
Trucker Buddy to further its 
mission and pair more drivers 
with classrooms than ever. 

  Pilot Flying J’s giving is 
focused on fueling those who 
serve by supporting military 
heroes and their families, 
and helping communities 
across the country improve 
the quality of life for people 
at home and on the road. To 
learn more about Pilot Flying 
J’s 60th anniversary giving, 
visit www.pilotflyingj.com/
giving-back.
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Alexandria, Virginia and 
Markham, Ontario…  With 
a record number of nominees 
and finalists, the Truckload 
Carriers Association (TCA) 
and CarriersEdge are proud to 
announce the 2019 Best Fleets 
to Drive For. 

   “When it comes to working 
with drivers, our Top 20 Best 
Fleets to Drive For are North 
America’s best-of-the best in 
the for-hire trucking segment,” 
said CarriersEdge Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Jane Jazrawy. 
“This recognition program is 
now in its 11th year, and each 
year we’ve seen fleets up their 
game – making a positive differ-
ence in the lives of drivers with 
innovative programs.” 

The 2019 Top 20 Best Fleets 
to Drive For are:

* American Central Trans-
port, Inc. - Kansas City, Mis-
souri

* Bennett Motor Express - 
McDonough, Georgia

* Bison Transport - Winni-
peg, Manitoba

* Boyle Transportation - Bil-

The Best of the Best Announced
 by TCA and CarriersEdge

lerica, Massachusetts
* Central Oregon Truck 

Company, Inc. - Redmond, 
Oregon

* Crete Carrier Corp - Lin-
coln, Nebraska

* Epes Transport System, 
LLC - Greensboro, North 
Carolina

* Erb Transport - New Ham-
burg, Ontario

* FTC Transportation, Inc. 
- Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

* Garner Trucking, Inc. - 
Findlay, Ohio

* Grand Island Express - 
Grand Island, Nebraska

* Halvor Lines, Inc. - Supe-
rior, Wisconsin

* Landstar System, Inc. - 
Jacksonville, Florida

* Maverick Transportation, 
LLC - North Little Rock, Ar-
kansas

* Motor Carrier Service LLC 
- Northwood, Ohio

* Nussbaum Transportation 
Services, Inc. - Hudson, Illinois

* Prime Inc. - Springfield, 
Missouri

* Thomas E. Keller Trucking 

Inc. - Defiance, Ohio
* TLD Logistics Services, 

Inc. - Knoxville, Tennessee
* Transpro Freight Systems 

Limited - Milton, Ontario
In addition to the Top 20, 

TCA and CarriersEdge iden-
tified five Fleets to Watch 
(honorable mentions). 

  The Top 5 Fleets to Watch:
* Fortigo Freight Services 

Inc. - Etobicoke, Ontario
* Leavitt’s Freight Service - 

Springfield, Oregon
* Liberty Linehaul Inc. - Ayr, 

Ontario
* Roehl Transport, Inc. - 

Marshfield, Wisconsin
* TransLand - Strafford, 

Missouri
Three fleets have also 

achieved the milestone of 
five consecutive years on the 
list: Boyle Transportation, 
Nussbaum Services and TLD 
Logistics. 

To be considered for the Best 
Fleets program, companies op-
erating 10 or more trucks had 
to receive a nomination from 
at least one of their company 

drivers or owner operators. 
The fleets were then evaluated 
using a scoring matrix cov-
ering a variety of categories, 
including total compensation, 
health benefits, performance 
management, professional 
development, and career path/
advancement opportunities, 
among other criteria. Driver 
surveys were also conducted 
to collect input from drivers 
and independent contractors 
working with the fleets.

 According to John Lyboldt, 
TCA’s president, the Best Fleets 
program and its annual list of 
the Top 20 has grown to become 
one of the most anticipated an-
nouncements in the industry. 
““The winners have set the bar 
high when it comes to keeping 
their professional truck drivers 
engaged while also providing 
a superior work environment. 
This coveted contest reveals 
the tremendous efforts put 
forth by these driver-centric 
companies.”

  “We do a very thorough 
analysis and take a deep dive 

into each fleet’s programs,” 
mentioned Jazrawy. “An im-
portant component in the 
scoring process is analyzing 
driver feedback on the company 
and then comparing it with 
management’s comments. The 
two need to align in order for 
fleets to score well. This year’s 
Top 20 had an average driver 
satisfaction rate over 91%, and 
annual driver turnover under 
35%, so what they’re doing is 
obviously working.”

 An overall winner -- in the 
large and small fleet categories 
-- will be named during TCA’s 
Annual Convention, being held 
March 10-13 at the Wynn Las 
Vegas Resort. EpicVue and DMC 
Insurance sponsor the overall 
winner awards.

For additional information 
on the Best Fleets to Drive For 
program, follow the hashtag: 
#BestFleets19 on TCA’s Twit-
ter and Facebook pages; or, 
go to http://www.bestfleet-

Arlington, VA… American 
Trucking Associations Chief 
Economist Bob Costello 
said the turnover rate at 
large truckload carriers fell 
11 percentage points in the 
third quarter, undoing two 
quarters worth of increases 
in the annualized churn rate.

The turnover rate fell 11 
percentage points – dropping 
it to 87%, marking its lowest 
point since the first quarter 
of 2017 when it stood at 
74%. The drop also reverses 
two consecutive quarters of 
increases in the turnover 
rate, which had driven up the 
churn rate as high as 98% – 
10 points higher than at the 
end of 2017.

 “The drop in turnover 
can be potentially explained 
in a few ways,” Costello said. 
“First, large pay increases 
fleets have been offering 
appear to be working, and 
drivers are remaining with 
their current carrier. Second, 
we did see a softening of 
freight markets in the third 
quarter from the incredibly 
strong pace it had set earlier 
in the year. Historically, softer 
freight volumes lead to lower 
driver turnover.”

Also in the third quarter, 
the turnover rate at small 
carriers – fleets with less than 
$30 million in annual revenue 
– remained unchanged at 
72%, and the churn rate at 
less-than-truckload carriers 
fell four percentage points 
to 10%. 

Turnover 
Rate at Large 

Truckload 
Carriers 

Falls in Third 
Quarter - 

Drop 
Erases 

Yearlong 
Increase in 
Churn Rate
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By Robert Conrad
Kaleb Hammett may only 

be 21, but he grew up around 
equipment & trucks and fell 
in love with them as a young 
boy. His grandfather Harry 
Hammett started Hammett 
Excavation in 1963, and his 
dad, Gaylon presently runs the 
office and the excavation side of 
the business. 

Kaleb trucks with one of the 
hottest heavy haulers around, 
this 2013 Peterbilt 389, and 
he usually pulls the 2015 Trail 
King 55-ton lowboy seen in our 
photos. The truck was built by 
family friend Jake Lindamood 
and it’s a rolling tribute to 
Kaleb’s grandfather who passed 

Kaleb Hammett 
Hammett Excavation

away in 2014 after battling lung 
cancer.

 This truck is a stunning 
combination of beauty& beast 
with a full double frame, dual 
steering boxes, a 20k front 
axle, and 53k rears. It features 
an 18-speed transmission, a 
C-15 6NZ CAT engine, and a 
2-speed rear end with 3:90’s 
for the high and 5:36’s for the 
low. Custom features include a 
Valley Chrome bumper with a 
12 Gauge Customs flip kit a 
custom rear light bar & front 
T-bar, and custom Peterbilt 
steps to the deck plate. Roll 
On Customs made solid billet 
aluminum lug nut covers with 
Kaleb’s grandfather’s signa-
ture and the company name 
engraved in them! Inside the 
cab there’s a painted floor with 
logos, custom upholstery, and a 
number of polished trim pieces. 

When he’s not trucking, 
Kaleb enjoys attending truck 

shows and he credits Evan from 
Evan’s Polishing for helping 
keep the truck show ready! Ka-
leb has won a number of awards, 
including a 1st Place at the 2018 
Shell Super Rigs, Best of Show 
in Dallas at GATS, and Best of 
Show at the GBATS show at 4 
States Trucks. Kaleb Hammett 
and Hammett Excavation’s 
hot heavy hauler are certainly 
a winning combination and 
should be for years to come!
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